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WALKING THROUGH THE RAVAGED CITY:
AN EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY TO THE DEMOLITION
OF THE BELGRADE FORTRESS IN 1690*

Abstract: Abdullah bin Ibrahim nicknamed Uskiidari was a participant in the military
campaign of grand vizier Mustafa Pasha Kopriill against Serbia in 1690. In his diary, he
described one of the largest destructions in the long history of the Belgrade fortress.
In October 1690 during the Ottoman bombardment of Belgrade, which was then in
hands of the Habsburg Monarchy, one grenade struck a large powder storeroom and
caused an explosion that destroyed the medieval castle of despot Stefan Lazarevi¢. The
castle, built in the early 15 century, was situated in the present-day area between the
Victor monument and the Ottoman fountain at Defterdar’s Gate, where today only a
miniature scale model reveals its former appearance. Uskiidari’s dramatic first-hand
description of the explosion and of the slaughter of defenders in the Danube port tells
not only about the human and material costs but also provides information on the
location of some of the city’s buildings and neighbourhoods.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Habsburg Monarchy, Great Turkish War (1683—-1699),
Serbia, Ottoman chronicle Siileymanname, Abdullah b. Ibrahim el-Uskiidari, siege of Belgrade.

A military and civic settlement on the hill above the confluence of the Sava and
Danube rivers has experienced many cycles of building, destruction and rebuilding in
its two-thousand-year long and tumultuous history. Today’s fortress, for the most
part, originated in the first half of the 15™ century. From 1404 to 1427, during the
rule of despot Stefan Lazarevi¢, two new fortifications were built along with the
restoration of old ones; those were the Upper Town on the plateau on top of the hill
and the Lower Town at the Sava and Danube riversides. An old 12t century Byzantine
castle situated in the west corner of the plateau was thoroughly reconstructed and
enlarged with a dungeon tower and other buildings. It became a fortified castle of
despot Stefan and the last defensive stronghold within the fortress. Also, two new

" This article is the result of the project No. 177030 of the Ministry of Education, Science and
Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia.
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ports were constructed, one of which, on the Sava riverbank, was fortified. As a result
of 23 years of construction works under Serbian rule, Belgrade’s massive ramparts,
towers and gates encompassed and protected an area ten times larger than before.!

In the next period, under Hungarian rule from 1427 to 1521, not much was done
in strengthening the fortress. In spite of the constant, imminent threat of Ottoman
attacks and two sieges in 1440 and 1456, only a few new fortifications were built: the
polygonal cannon tower on the north-eastern side of the Upper Town, today known
as the Jaksi¢ Tower, and the bigger one erected on the Danube bank —today’s Nebojsa
Tower. Also, the eastern gates of the Upper and the Lower Town were reinforced by
building the barbicans in front of them.?

Following the Ottoman conquest in 1521, the Belgrade fortress lost its strategic
importance. Due to the expansion of the Ottoman Empire further to the north,
Belgrade ceased to be a border stronghold between Christianity and Islam and served
primarily as a large military logistics centre, winter quarters during European
campaigns, a seat of the provincial governor (sancak bey) and big treasury.® Therefore,
in the first century-and-a-half of Ottoman rule, much of the construction works were
focused on building a cannon foundry, powder mill, storehouses for food, grains and
military equipment, mint and other such edifices.* Building new modern fortifications
was not of prime concern for the Ottomans; existing ones were used and repaired
according to needs.’ The only large restoration, prior to the last decades of the 17"
century, was conducted after a powder explosion in 1564. The explosion occurred in
the Castle, called by the Turks Narin kalesi, and was caused by lightning to one of the
Castle’s towers where the powder was placed. Besides the tower, a part of the
underground treasury was demolished too, as well as many other buildings in the
Upper and the Lower Town. Even the Danube port suffered damage. The construction
works started in 1565 and lasted almost a decade.® Yet, in spite of that experience,
gunpowder continued to be stored in the Narin’s towers.

The unsuccessful siege of Vienna in 1683 followed by the loss of territories in
southern Hungary, and rapid advance of Habsburg troops towards Belgrade, forced
the Ottomans to strengthen the fortress in summer 1688. However, the lack of time
and money enabled only minor works to be completed; several earth-filled artillery

1 For more detail see M. Popovi¢, The Fortress of Belgrade, Belgrade 1991, 23, 29-37; idem,
beoepadcka mephasa, 2, fonyweHo u3gamwe, beorpag 2006, 85—-130.

2 M. Popovi¢, The Fortress of Belgrade, 41-49; idem, beoepadcka mephasa, 131-157.

3 Treasure, minted coins, collected provincial revenues, valuable arms, carpets, gold and silver
objects and other precious things were stored in the fortified Castle in the Upper Town. T.
Katuh, [I. Amefocku, Japosu 30 OCMAHCKY 80jCKY: Mpus02 UCMOopuju MamepujanHe Kyamype
beoepada y 16. seKy, TnacHuKk ETHorpadckor nHctutyta CAHY 64-1 (2016) 133-149.

4 P. Tpuukosuh, beoepad nod mypckom enawhy 1521-1804. 200uHe, Uctopuja beorpaaa,
beorpag 1995, 96.

> M. Popovi¢, The Fortress of Belgrade, 51; idem, beoepadcka mephasa, 165.

6 C. Katuh, O6Ho8a 6eozpadcke mephase 1565. 200uHe, MeluosuTa rpaha (Miscellanea) 29
(2008) 55-62.
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bastions were made, as well as trenches all along the Sava and Danube banks.” But
this was far from enough. The obsolete and weak system of Belgrade medieval
fortifications could not resist artillery attacks for a long time. After less than a month
of bombardment, Habsburg forces entered the fortress through destroyed Upper
Town ramparts.®

By conquering Belgrade on 6 September 1688, the Austrians gained an important
strategic base for further offensive operations deep in the territory of the Ottoman
Empire. Although a great part of their forces had been transferred to the western
front on the Rhine, opened in early 1689 by Louis XIV of France, the rest of their units,
with the help of Balkan Christian rebels, seized, by the end of October 1689, the towns
of Krusevac, Koznik and Maglic¢ in the southwest, Nis, Pirot and Bela Palanka in the
southeast, and Pristina, Skopje and Prizren in the south. The Danube towns of Orsova,
Kladovo and Vidin were captured too. The Habsburg commander-in-chief in Serbia,
Friedrich von Veterani, planned to seize Constantinople the following year and to
relegate the Turks to Asia, even though they regained Macedonia and Kosovo in
December—January 1689-1690.°

Being deep in the territory under the control of the Habsburg Monarchy, Belgrade
was populated by German and Hungarian bureaucrats, merchants, artisans and their
families soon after the conquest.’® The Belgrade fortress was treated as if it were a
definite Habsburg possession and therefore only the most urgent repairs were done.!
No one among the Habsburg commanders expected the Ottomans to regain Serbia in
the late summer of 1690, in the relatively short period of time.!? Even after the fall of
Smederevo (only 50 km far from Belgrade) on 27 September, general Aspremont, the
commander of Belgrade at the time, wrote to his superiors that “he was not
convinced the enemy would come here as everyone said”.* The only thing he had

7 |dem, Jeezen OcmaH-nawa, beorpag 2001, 138-139.

8 For more detail see M. Popovi¢, The Fortress of Belgrade, 51, 53; idem, beoepadcka mephasa,
179-181.

9 P. /1. Becenuroswh, BojeoduHa, Cpbuja u MakedoHuja nod mypckom enawhy y 0py2oj nonoeuHu
XVIl seka, Hosn Capg, 1960, 127.

101dem, Pamosu Typcke u Aycmpuje 1683—1717. 200uHe, Uctopuja beorpaga |, beorpag 1974, 481.

1 The southeastern rampart, which suffered the most damage in the 1688 siege was repaired;
breaches were temporarily closed, and a new gate was built. The earth-filled bastions in
front of the East and West Gate of the Upper Town, previously made by the Ottomans, were
reinforced but not completely finished. Those were the Staremberg’s Bastion and the
Lorrain’s Ravelin. M. Popovié¢, op. cit., 55; idem, /leonondosa kanuja beoepadcke mephase
ca cycedHUm bacmuoHuma, Hacnehe 5 (2004) 35-36.

12 For more detail on the Ottoman conquest of Serbia in 1690 see T. Kati¢, Tursko osvajanje
Srbije 1690. godine, Beograd 2012.

13 P. R. Diersburg, Des Markgrafe Ludwig Wilhelm von Baden Feldziige wieder die Tiirken, I,
Carlsruhe 1842, 133; Kriegs-Chronik Osterreich-Ungarns Militéricher fiihrer auf den
Kriegsschaupldtzen der Monarchie Ill Theil. Der siidéstliche Kriegsschauplatz in den Léndern
der ungarischen Krone in Dalmatien und Bosnien, Mittheilungen des k.k. Kriegsarchives, NF
111 (1889) 130.
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done before the Ottoman advance guard appeared was to erect several redoubts on
the Danube side. He ordered the varos of Belgrade to be burned and the citizens to
leave the town and move to safer areas.'

The Ottoman siege of Belgrade started on 2 October and lasted only a week. It has
been more or less thoroughly discussed in German and Serbian primary and
secondary sources®®, as well as in contemporary Ottoman Turkish chronicles.® All
sources agreed that defenders successfully resisted until 7 October when they were
forced to leave their outposts and to withdraw behind the city walls. It is uncertain
for how long the siege would last and how it would end had it not been for the great
explosion in the powder magazine in the city Castle. The Inner fort wall and towers
facing the Sava river tumbled down with all batteries and personnel; more than a
thousand Habsburg soldiers died in the blast. The whole city was covered by a thick
cloud of smoke and dust; stones, bricks, and earth were flying through the air and
nowhere was safe. Later, general Aspremont reported that he jumped through the
window of his house since the door was blocked by debris. He could not bring
anything with him except the clothes he had on his back; he left all his belongings,
household items, silverware, jewellery, and even his wedding ring. Together with
Herzog Carl Eugen von Croy and one officer, he escaped to Osijek.r” Until the evening
of 8 October, there were no Christians in the fortress. According to the Ottoman
chroniclers, between five and eight thousand people were killed and the same
number perished in the explosion or drowned in the river trying to escape.!®

The explosion of the powder magazine in the Inner fort - Narin left a deep
impression on contemporaries. One of them, Abdullah bin Ibrahim nicknamed
Uskiidari'® depicted this event in a particularly lively and dramatic manner with many
details which could not be found in other sources. Uskiidari is the author of the
chronicle titled Events of the Passing Days, Events of the Sultan Siileyman the Second'’s
Campaign, covering the period from 1688 to 1693.2° Born in the early 1640s, he

14T, Kati¢, Tursko osvajanje, 92-93.

15 P, R. Diersburg, op. cit., 133—138; A. Arneth, Das Leben des kaiserlichen Feldmarschalls
Grafen Guido Staremberg (1657-1737), Wien 1853, 127-128; A. T. Brli¢, Die freiwillige
Theilnahme der Serben und Kroaten an den vier letzten ésterreichisch-tiirkishen Kriegen,
Wien 1854, 80-81; K. C. Mpotuh, Odsomuyu u3 ucmopuje beoepada (1688-1717),
loanwmmua Hukone Yynuha 6 (1884) 172—-178; P. /1. Becennnosuh, Pamosu, 481-483, 490—
495,

16 For Ottoman perspective on the siege of Belgrade see T. Kati¢, Tursko osvajanje, 91-100.

17p, R. Diersburg, op. cit., 136—137; A. Arneth, op. cit., 127-128; K. C. Npotuh, op. cit., 176—
177; P. N1. BecennHosuh, Pamosu, 494—495.

18T, Kati¢, Tursko osvajanje, 99.

19 R. Murphey, Biographical notes on ‘Mevkufati’ a lesser known Ottoman historian of the
late seventeenth century, Essays on Ottoman Historians and Historiography, Istanbul 2009,
49-58, prefers to call him Mevkufati.

2 (Jskiidari’s work, known also as Siileymanname, consists of four volumes. The first three are
kept in the Archive of Topkapi Palace (Abdullah bin Ibrahim el-Uskiidari, Vdaki’at-1 Rizmerre,
Véki’t-1 Sefer-i Sultan Siileyman-1 Séni, 1111, Topkapi Revan Késkii, nr. 12231225, istanbul) and
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entered palace service in 1652, as a protégé of eunuch Bilal Agha, the teacher of
Sultan Mehmed IV, and in the next four and a half years he passed general training
as an apprentice (¢irak). After that he was attached to the Sipahi regiment for
another four-year period of military training. In 1659/1660 he became a clerk’s
apprentice in the Mevkufat bureau.?! Uskiidari, who according to his own statement,
took part in every Ottoman campaign since 165722, was in his 50s when he began to
write Events of the Passing Days. His ambitious work, done in the form of diary,
represents the most detailed historical narrative yet discovered that covers any
period of Ottoman history.??

Day by day, Abdullah Efendi recorded the events which he personally witnessed
or heard about from reliable sources. He reported about the siege of Belgrade quite
elaborately, but from a safe distance, from a military camp. When the town was
captured, he went around a major part of the varos and looked into every corner of
the fortress. Everything he saw, he described in his diary.

The Ottoman camp was in the place where the army always stayed when they
went to European campaigns — the Vracar field. On the elevation the Ottomans called
Sultan’s hillock (Hiinkar tepesi), surrounded by a trench, there was the tent of the
commander-in-chief grand vizier Fazil Mehmed Pasha Koprali.? In its immediate
environs, near the present-day St Sava Temple, there was the summer residence of
the well-known vizier Abaza Mehmed Pasha (died in 1634) which, owing to its
elevated position and good view of the Belgrade fortress, often served as a residence
and the chief headquarters of military commanders.? Abaza’s residence (Abaza késk)

the fourth one in Siileymaniye Library (Vdki’at-i Rdzmerre, vol. IV, Siileymaniye Ktp. Esad
Efendi Koleksiyonu, nr. 2437). In this paper, | used the first and the second volume of his
manuscript, Véki’t-1 Rizmerre, Topkapi Revan Késkii, nr.1223 and 1224, hereafter Uskiidari
I, IIl. Only after my work was completed did | find out that all four volumes of Uskiidari’s
chronicle were published in Uskiidari Abdullah Efendi, Vdki’dt-1 Riz-merre I-IV, gev. M.
Dogan, R. Ahishali, E. Afyoncu, M. Ak, Ankara 2017.

21 For more detail see R. Murphey, Biographical notes on ‘Mevkufati’, 50-51. Bureau of
Retained Revenues (Mevkufat kalemi) was a part of the Ottoman Finance Department which,
during a campaign, made allotment of food and fodder rations to soldiers and their horses
and provided salary to civil servants accompanying the army. For more detail see F. Mige
Gogek, Mewkufatgi, The Encyclopaedia of Islam, New Edition, vol. 6, Leiden 1991.

22 (Jskiidarf 1, 553.

2 R. Murphey, Biographical notes on ‘Mevkufati’, 49.

24 Units of Austrian general Heisler camped on the Sultan’s hillock in 1690 and they dug out
the trench. Uskiidari |, 596, 656.

% According to several Ottoman chroniclers, in 1688 Maximilian Emanuel of Bavaria stayed
there while carrying out the siege of Belgrade (C. Katuh, JeceH OcmaH, 146; also drawn in
Gump’s plan of Belgrade from 1688). In 1697, Sultan Mustafa Il saw off his army to the battle
near Senta from the same place (Silahdar Findiklii Mehmed Aga, Nusretndme, vol |, sad. I.
Parmaksizoglu, istanbul 1962, 303).
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was one of the palaces erected outside the Belgrade varos and one of favourite outing
spots for Belgraders.2®

The first struggles began on 2 October, after Ottoman units formed a siege line in
three wings. On the Danube side, near the Fish Market, elite Sultan’s cavalry soldiers
— Kapikulu sipahis and provincial troops from Egypt took their positions. On the Sava
side, there were silahdars — another part of the Sultan’s cavalry, as well as provincial
troops of Rumeli and Albanian infantry. The janissaries were in the centre. They
erected their breastworks (meterises) in the middle of the Belgrade varos, opposite
a bezistan with a large han, where Habsburg soldiers were stationed. In the first
attack, carried out from all three sides at the same time, only the janissaries made
success, while the others were easily pushed away. “The janissaries seized a large
han with bezistan, and the infidels fled away and found shelter near the Arsenal in the
quarter of cauldron makers (Kazancilar mahalle) overlooking the fortress”.?’

The bezistan with the large han, mentioned by Uskiidari, was the third trade
facility of this type in 17*"-century Belgrade, hitherto unknown.?® It was probably
located south-east from the Arsenal (Topyeri; Tophane) in the Upper ¢arsi (see the
map enclosed). It is doubtless identical to Bezistan-han (Bezzdzistdn hédni), mentioned
in 1660.%

Uskiidari did not leave a lot of data about the Belgrade varos. He focused almost
exclusively on the fortress, particularly the Lower Town. His description of the Lower
Fortress (Asagi Kale), though much shorter than the far better known description
made by Ottoman travelogue writer Evliyd Celebi, brings new details which
supplement the topographic picture of Belgrade in the 17" century.

% Evlija Celebi, Putopis. Odlomci o jugoslovenskim zemljama, prevod, uvod i komentar H.
Sabanovi¢, Sarajevo 1979, 91. In 1683, somewhere on Topcider Hill, towards Dedinje, a villa was
built for Sultan Mehmed IV, who stayed in Belgrade for a longer time. Abaza’s pavilion and the
“newly constructed villa (belvedere) where the Great Turk lives” were drawn in the Italian plan
of Belgrade of 1683, with the numbers of the legends of these two buildings obviously
permuted (see XK. WWkanamepa, M. Nonosuh, Hosu nodayu ca naaHa beoepada u3 1683,
loamwmak rpaga beorpaga 23 (1976) 38-39, 51-54). The villa of Mehmed IV, a passionate
hunter, had to be located, in our opinion, closer to the potential hunting ground, i.e. farther
from the town and not on the plateau of St Sava Temple where Abaza’s villa was located. The
assumption of D. Duri¢-Zamolo (Beograd kao orijentalna varos pod Turcima 1521-1867,
Beograd 1977, 139) that Abaza’s residence was in the Danube varos should be entirely rejected.

27 (Jskiidari |, 657—-658.

2 Known are the bezistans of grand vizier Sokollu Mehmed Pasha and vali of Buda, Musa
Pasha from Foca. X. WabaHoswuh, YpbaHu paszsumak beoepada 00 1521. do 1688. 200uHe,
lfoanwmak rpaga beorpaga 17 (1970) 20, 24. It seems that Musa Pasha’s bezistan is
mentioned in the 17" century as Arasta bezistan. Evliyd Celebi Seyahatndmesi, V kitap,
Topkapi Sardyi Kitliphanesi Bagdat 307 Numarali Yazmanin Transkripsiyonu — Dizini, hazirl.
Y. Dagli, S. A. Kahraman, I. Sezgin, Istanbul 2001,197.

2 Fyliyg Celebi Seyahatndmesi, V, 197; cf. ‘Han-bezistan’ on page 88 of Sabanovi¢’s translation
of Evliyd’s travelogue. The earlier identification with the so-called Arhinto’s house in T. Kati¢,
Tursko osvajanje, 93 is incorrect.
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“On one its side, this fortress leans on the Upper Fortress. In the west, its
rampart stretches along the Sava bank up to the Danube bank, to the place called
the Fish Market, which lies opposite Srem, where the two rivers meet. There are also
the Belgrade pier (iskele) and customs (giimriik). It was on this place that late
Suleyman Han built a large tower.®® From this tower, the fortress rampart goes
towards the varo$ mahalles, passes by the storehouses®' and reaches the
quadrangular Upper Fortress. The rampart going down from the Upper Fortress is
divided into several places by towers and walls. This part is called Skala (iskala) and
within it there is a gate for the Lower Fortress® and a gate for the outside which
opens towards the [old] storehouses.3 The Lower Fortress has five more gates,
three of which open towards the Sava river and two towards mahalles [of the
Danube varos]. There is water in front of one of these gates, which is why a wooden
bridge is used to cross it. There is a tower in the Upper Fortress featuring a large
clock which chimes each hour, both day and night. During the midday and afternoon
prayer, a banner is hoisted on this tower. In the Lower Fortress, near the mint, there
is a large mosque originating from a church, and another mosque called Imperial.”3*

What is interesting in this description is the Skala toponym, which is not
mentioned by other travel writers. For Uskiidari, Skala is a part of the Lower Town
fortress surrounded by special ramparts, i.e. the fortified Western Suburb of Belgrade,
created back in the 14t century, which the Turks usually called a “separate fortress”
(bélme hisar). The hitherto only known mention of Skala was in Ottoman censuses of
Belgrade from the second half of the 16t century, where the mahalle in Bélme hisar
is mentioned under that name. The exact position of this neighbourhood was not
ascertained as there was a dilemma over whether the origin of the name had to be
sought in the Italian word scala (stairs) or Turkish iskele — pier.3> However, as iskala
(alin)) and iskele ( 41S.)) are written differently and are, as such, separately mentioned
in Uskiidar?’s description of the Lower Town, it is clear that those were stairs. A
woodcut printed by Wolfgang Resch in 1522% and the illustration of Fugger’s

30 present-day Nebojsa tower, built in the 15 century. Ottoman chroniclers ascribe its
construction to Sileyman the Lawgiver, though he only restored it. M. Nonosuh, Kyaa
Hebojwa ca denom lMpuobanHoe 6edema u BooeHom kanujom Il, Hacnehe 8 (2007) 9-28.

31 The storehouses mentioned here were new, erected probably in the late 16" or early 17t
century in the Lower Town, while the old ones were located outside the Lower Town walls,
on the Sava bank (nehr-i Sava yalisindan anbar-i kadim). Uskiidari I, 657.

32 The gate on the northern rampart of B6lme hisar, the so-called Northern Gate of the Western
Suburb. M. Monosuh, CesepHa Kanuja cpedro08exoeHoe nodzpaha Ha Casu, Hacnehe 17 (2016) 10.

3 The Outer gate, i.e. the gate of the Sourthern Rampart, turned towards the Sava river, was
later incorporated into the complex of the new Sava gate. M. Nonosuh, Casa kanuja
beoepadcke mephase, Hacnehe 10 (2009) 65-76.

34 Jskidarf 11, 4a-b.

35 X. lWabaHosuh, YpbaHu paszsumak beoepada, 18.

36 Cf. picture 91 in M. Nonosuh, Geoepadcka mephasa, 163.

85



Tatjana KATIC

chronicle from 1559%, show stairs going down from the Castle to the Western Suburb,
along the rampart dividing the Suburb from the rest of the Lower Town.*® They can
also be recognised in Evliya Celebi’s description of one of gates on the western side
of the Upper Town, which reads: “There is another gate leading to the Lower Fort —
it is a small gate with stairs turned to the north”.3®

Based on the above said, it is possible to conclude that in the 16% century, the
Skala mahalle stretched along the northern rampart of the Western Suburb —Bélme
hisar, while the remaining area, particularly the flatter part along the Sava river, was
occupied by another, much more populated mahalle of Haci Hasan Agha’s mescid.*
In the 17t century, the name Skala seems to have broadened to include if not all,
then certainly the higher part of the “separated”, i.e. Bolme fort.

Uskiidari also states that there was a new pontoon bridge across the Sava river in
front of Bolme hisar. It was set up by Austrians, who previously removed the old one.*
As reported by witnesses on the Ottoman side, already from the first day of the siege,
Hungarian horsemen were crossing it by night. To prevent further dissipation of the
garrison, on the fourth day of the siege Austrians removed a part of the pontoon so
that no one could cross to the Zemun side. After they captured Belgrade, Ottomans
removed this bridge entirely as it was too narrow and began to build a new one from
wider pontoons.*

In the first several days of the siege, there were no changes in positions of
defenders and attackers, and Uskiidari placed a stronger focus on the Ottoman
conquest of the nearby Avala fortress and Tatar attacks at Panéevo and Beckerek.*
Only the conquest of the large bastion, built by Austrians near the Siileyman Han
tower on the Danube bank, attracted his attention. Intensive struggles for this
protruding artillery position lasted for two days, with varying fortune. On 6 October,
after hours-long bombing, the Kapikulu silahdars made an onslaught at the bastion
and, after suffering significant losses, forced the defenders to withdraw. Then,
however, a scuffle for the spoils took place. Other Ottoman soldiers in nearby

37 Johann Jakob Fugger, Ehrenspiegel des Hauses Osterreich (Buch VII), Augsburg 1559 — BSB
Cgm 896 ill.748-749. Available at: https://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/index.html?c=
thema&kl=Ehrenspiegel&I|=de [accessed on 25/05/2018].

38 | am highly grateful to my colleague Marko Popovi¢ for turning my attention to these two
pictorial sources.

39 “Ve bir kapu dahi Asag hisara inilir nerdibanh kiclk kapu siméale nazirdir”. Evliyé Celebi
Seyahatndmesi, V, 193.

40 Hasan Agha was the commander (dizdar) of the Bdlme fort. His mescid is also called the
Bolme hisar mescid. X. WabaHosuh, YpbaHu paszsumak beozpada, 17-18.

“1The old pontoon bridge was located somewhat more upstream from the new one, outside
the fortification, between the Imperial barns and the Gypsy quarter. b. Xpabak, Mocmosu
noo beoepadom y XVI u XVIl seky, loanwrbak rpaga beorpaga 21 (1974) 7-8; K. LLkanamepa,
M. Nonosuh, Hosu nodayu, 54.

42 Jskudarf 1, 7b, 20a, 25b.

4 About the conquest of Avala and other events see: T. Kati¢, Tursko osvajanje, 93-96.
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meterises left their positions and began to take out the remaining weapons from the
bastion and other military equipment, cut off heads and take captives. Then they
headed off to the grand vizier’s tent on Vracar to show the spoils, hoping for a good
award. Few of them remained in the bastion. While the spoils were being shown and
awards given to the meritorious ones near Abaza’s villa, Austrians attacked the
bastion and recaptured it. Until the end of the day, both parties took the position
several times. By the evening, it remained in Christian hands, but several hours later,
near midnight, Ottomans finally took it. On 7 October, all Austrian soldiers were
pushed away from the Danube bank to the Lower Town.*

The following day, Ottomans reinforced their breastworks with another 500 fresh
soldiers and began to dig underground tunnels — lagims, and set up mines. During
that time, in the Belgrade fortress, the new commander Carl Eugen von Croy made
plans to carry out a simultaneous onslaught at all enemy’s positions, with the
reinforcement of 6000 soldiers who had arrived in Belgrade over the previous two
nights.** However, all plans were foiled when the powder storeroom in the Narin fort
exploded at around four o’clock in the afternoon.

“A grenade, thrown out during the afternoon prayer from the wing of the
noble vizier Halil Pasha fell into the Inner Fort, on top of one of the two towers
turned towards the illustrious Ciksalin mosque, which has for ages leaned on the
Imperial barns on the Sava river, and caught fire. As the said towers were replete
with the stored black gunpowder, fire blazed up, the wall between the two towers
went into air and huge black smoke appeared. Heroes in meterises thought it was
an explosive mine, while the rest of the army was bewildered: “Aaah! What a big
smoke! What is this black smoke?!” Wind then slit the smoke into two, and one
could see that gunpowder razed to the ground the towers and fortress wall. While
it was being determined how many Muslim gazis lost their lives in the meteris
near the fortress wall — God help us — at that moment, from the wing of old and
aged Halil Pasha, the Rumeli Beylerbeyi Mustafa Pasha in person, also known as
the former alaybey of the right wing (sag kol), attacked the first the Inner Fort. He
called standard-bearers, Rumeli zaims and timar holders and the valiant Albanian
infantry to an onslaught with the words: “My falcons, this is the opportunity and
place to gain spoils! Let us push on and attack the fortress!”#¢ As soon as he said
that, all flag-bearers and all brave men in meteris burst into the fortress. The
damned ones and losers thought about opposing and fighting them; however,
with the help of eternal God, the wind of victory began to blow from the Islamic
side. They [Christians] had no strength to retaliate and jumped out of the moat,
fleeing towards the Danube bank. Our heroes saw this, pushed after the cursed

4 Uskudari 11, 7b, 9b—10a.

4 For more detail see: T. Kati¢, Tursko osvajanje, 96.

4 Mustafa Pasha was among the first who lost his life from a bullet. He was buried the
following day in the cemetery in the yard of Eynehan Bey’s mosque. For more detail see: T.
Kati¢, Tursko osvajanje, 97.
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ones and made sure that their swords be fed with them. During this time, the
heroes in meteris on the Danube bank drew their swords and met the enemies so
that they were found in the middle and were all cut down from both sides; the soil
in the fortress could not be seen from their corpses. Those who fled threw
themselves into the Danube and drowned. Some entered ships, but the majority
of them became food for the gazi swords.”*

The grenade which caused the powder explosion hit one of the two towers on
the south-western side of the Castle i.e. the Narin fort. Based on contemporary
accounts, confirmed by archaeological excavations, the Narin ramparts on the
southern and western sides and all buildings were destroyed by the strength of the
blow. Later, as we will see, the part of the southern rampart of the Western Suburb
with the tower would be destroyed too. Owing to Uskiidari, it is now known that the
grenade was fired from the direction of the Imperial storehouses on the Sava river,
wherefrom the Ottoman breakthrough to the town was made. However, his
testimony reveals another, hitherto unknown detail from the topography of Belgrade
—the position of the Ciksalin mosque.*®

This, probably a very old mosque (kadimden miri anbarlara muttasil Ciksalin cami-
i serif), leaned on the wall-fence of the Imperial barns, a strategically important
complex erected after the conquest of Belgrade in 1521.%° The barns, made of brick
or stone at the time of Evliya Celebi, were situated on the Sava bank, on an elevated
piece of land, doubtless to be protected from floods. Their total length was 300 steps.
With the high surrounding wall, they stretched 450 steps in length and over 50 steps
in depth.*® They consisted of two identical buildings which stored honey, butter, rice,
wheat, barley, hardtack, flour, naphtha, tar, cannonballs and ammunition stocks.>* In
the city plans from the late 17% century, the storehouses were drawn in the foothill
of the Sava slope, along the road leading towards the fortress Sava gate.>> We believe
they were located in the area where present-day Pariska, Karadordeva and Bulevar
vojvode Bojovica Streets meet, i.e. above these roads, because Evliyda emphasises
they were located on an upper portion of land. Their position on an elevation confirms
in a way the name of the mosque erected in extension.

47 Uskudari 11, 13a—14a.

4 The Ciksalin mosque and its neighbourhood are mentioned only in Evliya Celebi’s travelogue
(Seyahatndmesi, V, 195, 196), without any indication of their location. Previous researchers
have not ascertained the place where this religious building was located. D. Buri¢-Zamolo,
Beograd kao orijentalna varos, 54.

4 For more detail about mahalles of Imperial barns see: X. WWa6aHoswh, Ypba+Hu pazeumax
beoepada, 11-12.

0 M. BnajuHaw, M3 nymonuca XaHca AepHweama 1553—55, Bpacteo 21 (1927) 99.

51 EvliyG Celebi Seyahatndmesi, V, 198; cf. Serbian translation Evlija Celebi, Putopis, 89 — it
contains an erroneous editor’s addition that the storehouses were located on the Danube
and, also, does not mention some of the above information.

52 K. Wkanamepa, M. Monoswuh, Hosu nodayu, 48.

88



Walking Through the Ravaged City:
An Eyewitness Testimony to the Demolition of the Belgrade Fortress in 1690

The compound Ciksalin (Cik-salin) literally means “Come out and show yourself”. Its
meaning is: “Get out, walk around, show your beauty, wealth and power to the entire
world”. In the function of a toponym, it was given to places that stood out with their
beauty and elevated position, with a view and freely streaming air. Such place is, for
example, a hillock above the Golden Horn in Istanbul, opposite Eylip. According to
tradition, Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror gave it the name Ciksalin, enchanted by the
view.* The position of the Belgrade Ciksalin mosque, above the Sava river, with a view to
both rivers and the vast plane, fully corresponds to the above description. It still remains
unknown from which side of the Imperial storehouses the mosque was built. This question
is unequivocally solved by city plans from 1689—-1690, where the mosque was drawn near
the northern wall of the buildings, i.e. opposite the Bolme hisar rampart.>* This position
is quite expected given that Toygun Pasha’s caravanserai was located south to the Imperial
storehouses, leaning with its back against a cliff, near today’s Great Staircase.®

Further describing the consequences of the explosion in the Narin fort, Uskiidari
notes that all houses in the Upper Town suffered damage. Parts of towers and
ramparts collapsed on horse stables in the Lower Town and entirely destroyed them.
Fire engulfed several other buildings at the foot of Narin and spread rapidly to the
entire Lower Town. It soon reached the cannon bastions next to which grenades filled
with powder and other ammunition were piled. At one moment, several tens of
grenades exploded simultaneously and many thought that the fight with the
Habsburgs continued. This large explosion was followed by a series of smaller
explosions in various parts of the Lower Town. Fire flared up with such intensity that
no attempts were even made to extinguish it until the following morning. In the large
caravanserai of Sultan Stileyman, opposite the Church-Mosque (Kilise camii)>® around
30.000 oat bushels (around 770 t) caught fire, burning the following eight days. In
addition to this great quantity of horse fodder, around 1500 flour barrels, intended
for Habsburg garrisons in Smederevo, Vidin, Hram, Golubac, Orsova, Modava and
other fortifications, with total around 500 t of flour were piled near the Sava rampart.
They were also caught up in fire, vanishing altogether.>’

3 Today, Istanbul’s quarter Ciksalin is located there. Evliya Celebi (Seyahatndmesi, 1X kitap,
haz. Y. Dagli, S. A. Kahraman, R. Dankoff, Istanbul 2005, 124) notes that the Ciksalin gate, also
called Papa’s gate, was located on the northern side of the Rodos fortress, by the pier. An
eponymous bastion was built in front of it, in the area outside the walls, also called Ciksalin.

5% Kriegsarchiv, Wien, KIf 23-50e, published in M. Nonosuh, 6eoepadcka mephasa, 186. In
addition, the mosque without storehouses, is also marked in the plan Kriegsarchiv, Wien,
Hillc 142. Radni katalog Planova Beograda od 1683 do sredine 19. veka (author M. Popovic),
which is, with all digital materials, kept in the documentation centre of the Scientific-
Research Project for the Belgrade Fortress.

55 |t was erected in the mid-16%" century and was described by Hans Dernschwam in 1553. X.
LWabaHosuh, YpbaHu pazeumak beoepada, 32—-33.

% Formerly metropolitanate church of the Dormition of the Mother of God. For more detail see: M.
Monoswh, B. Bukuh, Komnaekc cpedrosekosHe mumpononuje y beoepady, beorpag 2004, 11-22.

57 Uskiidarf 11, 14a—15a, 16a.
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While individual explosions of artillery munition continued to sporadically
resonate and fire engulfed the last remaining houses in the Lower Town, a scuffle for
the spoils took place in the fortress. In larger houses in the Upper Town, which were
still not caught by the fire, Ottoman soldiers plundered all sorts of items — clothes
decorated with gold and silver threads, silver dishes, jewellery and money. However,
those who stormed the Castle treasury found only scattered corpses and a bunch of
burnt luxurious objects and money.>®

During that time, the surviving Christians struggled over the ships in the Danube
port. Those who managed to paddle towards Great War Island (Veliko Ratno ostrvo)
saved themselves, but they were few. In the indescribable hustle and tumult, boats
clashed and sank in the middle of the river, with the majority of runaways drowning
in attempts to swim to Great War Island. Turks prevented twelve boats to set sail,
captured people and looted the items on boats. More than 40 vessels with around
2500 Christians remained without rudders and the stream took them down the
Danube. Some tried to reach Pancevo, but failed to do so in a night without
moonlight. It is assumed that the majority of them drowned, while the rest were
caught by Ottoman raiders. Those who tried to save themselves going upstream the
Danube had no better luck. They were captured near Slankamen by Tatars, who
brought them to Belgrade already the following day to sell them in the military
market.>®* A number of German girls and women and some Cossacks were also
captured in the Belgrade fortress. The Cossacks ended up in the military market, while
women, particularly girls, ended up in military tents where they were sold in secret,
at high prices.®

That night, while plunders and disorders still lasted, Belgrade came under a heavy
rain. Many in the Sultan’s army interpreted it as a God’s blessing as there had been
no rain since the town was sieged. They hoped it would extinguish the fire that blazed
in the town, but this did not happen.®* At dawn, hundreds of janissary water bearers
began to bring water from the Sava on horses and quench the fire. However, it was
hard to rein in fire. At some moment, it reached one of the Blme hisar towers where,
as it turned out, gunpowder and artillery munition were also stored. A heavy
explosion broke out. The tower was razed to the ground and ignited grenades
dispersed, bursting into thousands of lethal pieces. Many Ottoman soldiers lost their
lives, most of them water bearers whose shrieks reverberated across the town.®?

After a new devastating explosion in Bélme hisar, which took tens of lives, it was
ordered that the corpses be taken away immediately before their stench began to
spread in the fortress. The bodies of defenders and attackers lay scattered in the
Upper and Lower Town, in ditches, streets, burnt remains of houses. To remove the

58 |bidem, 14b.

% |bidem, 15a, 20a-b.
% |bidem, 16a.

61 |bidem, 18a.

%2 |bidem, 19a-b.
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corpses, each tent of craftsmen serving in the Ottoman army — the so-called orducus,
had to give one man each for this job. An hour later, however, it was ascertained that
the number of the dead was so large that it would take five to ten days to throw them
all to the Sava and Danube. For that reason a new order was issued that each day,
between 300 and 400 orducus should take away the corpses.5

The removal of the debris of the collapsed towers and ramparts began at the same
time. That job was performed by villagers from the Belgrade environs. However, to
build new fortifications and repair the damaged ones, it was necessary to engage
trained people, but they could not be found at the moment. Therefore, a ferman was
issued to bring stonemasons, lime-makers and carpenters from Bosnia, the environs
of Nis, Sofia and Vidin. The order, issued to local kadis, defined the number of workers
to be engaged and the amount of their daily allowances. A few days later, within
preparatory works to restore the fortress, a ferman was also issued to gun carriage
drivers (top arabacis) to go to Avala with three hundred vehicles, cut down wood and
unload it at places where lime would be made.*

On the second day of conquest, Abdullah Efendi nicknamed Uskiidari went to look
around the Belgrade varos and fortress and see personally what he had written about
based on statements of other people — eyewitnesses, experts, officials, or based on
documents he had access to. The Belgrade varos was burnt down on the eve of the
Ottomans’ arrival, but larger solid buildings survived. The medrese of grand vizier
Ahmed Pasha Koprili, which consisted of twenty vaulted and lead-covered rooms
built around a large internal yard, lay intact and was prepared for the accommodation
of Tatar Han Selim Giray who had just arrived in Belgrade.®® The varos$ streets were
full of people, soldiers, craftsmen, merchants and all others who followed the
Ottoman army in the campaign. Among them, there were many former Muslim
inhabitants of Belgrade, who had fled the town on the eve of the Austrian siege of
1688. The day after the town was conquered the grand vizier issued a ferman,
confirming them the validity of their old title deeds.®® There was also a lot of Christian

8 |bidem, 21a.

54 |bidem, 21b—22b, 27b—28a.

8 |bidem, 23a, 33a; The medrese was located somewhere in Bayram Bey’s ¢arsi, which
stretched on both sides of the Great cemetery (the area of today’s Vasina Street) up to the
Sava slope (X. LLlabaHosuh, Yp6aHu passumak beozpada, 19, 25, 30). According to Sabanovié
(ibidem, 36), a line of the Belgrade water supply system went along today’s Knez Mihailova
Street, along Terazije towards Vracar, where Ahmed Pasha Koprili built a larger number of
fountains and water balances, tower-like structures known as su terazisis. Therefore, we
assume that his medrese was located on this road as well, probably somewhere in the area
of today’s Knez Mihailova Street.

% Uskiidari 11, 28b. There were also over 500 Muslims in the town, who were held captive in
the Belgrade fortress and liberated after the conquest. According to their statements,
Austrians kept in the fortress a much larger number of Ottoman captives. Several days before
the start of the siege they sent the most valuable ones by ships to Buda so as to exchange
them later or sell them at high prices. Ibidem, 15b.
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reaya in the varos. Besides those engaged in cleaning up the rubble, there were
numerous representatives of villagers from Srem, Belgrade environs, Pancevo and
other places. They came to pay respect to the grand vizier asking for forgiveness in
relation to their participation in the war on the side of the Habsburg Monarchy.
Mustafa Pasha Koprilu issued a decree of pardon (amanname) for all reaya who
opposed the Ottoman rule. In a similar vein, he ordered the reaya captivated by the
Tatars and exhibited for sale as slaves, to be liberated and given the permission to
freely return to their homes.®’

Walking around, Uskiidari also reached the tent of military doctors — surgeons.
He heard from them that they had worked during the previous two days and two
nights almost without repose. Several thousand people, with injuries rarely suffered
in combat, went through their hands. Most of them had severe burns, resulting from
the scramble for spoils. A large number of plunderers (yagmacilar) were maimed as
they had entered every corner of the fortress, burst into collapsing houses, climbed
burning towers, tried to seize valuables from the Belgrade treasury that was on fire.
The main surgeon, a certain Hamzaoglu, had the largest number of the wounded in
front of his tent as the wounds that he tended to purportedly healed faster than those
treated by other doctors.®®

Uskiidari then entered the Upper Town. While looking around the destroyed Narin
fort, one of acquaintances and friends that he walked with told him that, several
hours before, workers cleaning up the rubble found three barrels full of Austrian
groschen (7500 in each barrel). The defterdar was informed immediately, but before
he arrived, workers and others who found themselves there had grabbed most of the
money. The defterdar managed to seize only one barrel in favour of the state. This
money seems to have been part of a great dispatchment of 50 barrels that arrived
from Vienna fifteen days before the start of siege of Belgrade, and was intended for
the payment of Habsburg garrisons in Belgrade, Smederevo, Nis, Vidin and other
places. As an experienced financial expert, Uskiidarf immediately calculated that 50
barrels, i.e. 375.000 groschen corresponded to the annual salary of 30.000 soldiers.
He concluded that such numerous forces and quantity of stored weapons, found first
in Nis and now in Belgrade, showed that the Habsburg Monarchy was preparing to
conquer Constantinople.®®

Going down the streets to the Danube port, they saw, next to the Stileyman Han’s
tower, a large quantity of powder in barrels with the label “ammunition for
Constantinople”. Cannonballs, grenades of all size, and more than 50 balyemez
cannons for cannonballs weighing 22—-25 kg were piled in front of one of the river
gates. There were also many pickaxes, shovels, grapnels and other tools and wooden
boxes with bullets, also with the designation that they were intended for the conquest

67 lbidem, 21a—b. For more detail see T. Kati¢, Tursko osvajanje, 115-116.
& (Jskidarf I1, 20b.
% |bidem, 39b—40b.
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of Constantinople.”” Documents in different formats, most probably parts of the
Habsburg archive in Belgrade, lay scattered around. Uskiidari and his friends were
particularly interested in two large, densely written sheets stamped with several black
and one red stamp. They called one of scribe’s assistants who knew German to
translate them. It turned out those were letters of Emperor Leopold I. One was
addressed to Elector of Bavaria Maximilian Emanuel, after the conquest of Belgrade
in 1688. The Emperor congratulated him on seizing the Belgrade fortress and ordered
that the army should continue towards NiS and capture it as this would facilitate the
breakthrough towards the Ottoman capital. In another letter, the Belgrade
commander was informed that chaikas (type of boat) were sent from the Danube
island of Komoran, loaded with ten thousand barrels of wine and three thousand
barrels of brandy for troops to head towards Edirne and Constantinople.”

These vivid and detailed Uskiidari’s observations show the importance of Belgrade
as a logistics centre, but, even more importantly, the seriousness of Habsburg court’s
plans about the conquest of the Ottoman capital. With the loss of Belgrade, the hopes
of Holy League members that Turks would be banished from Europe were dashed. At
the same time, the Ottoman conquest of Belgrade had an exquisite symbolic
importance for the Empire. It showed that the Ottoman state was able to overcome
a deep crisis and restore a large part of lost territories in a short time. For inhabitants
of Istanbul this was the sign that they could return to a normal life. According to the
testimony of an anonymous Ottoman chronicler, they lived until then in the fear of
the arrival of Christian armies.”

The army of grand vizier Mustafa Pasha Koprili stayed in Belgrade for around
another three weeks. All that time, Uskiidari no longer entered the fortress where
extensive construction works began, but continued to report about them. It was
envisaged that Narin be restored according to old plans or, in words of Abdullah
Efendi: “As the Belgrade Inner fort burnt down altogether, with walls entirely ravaged,
the digging of the rampart foundations and construction based on the old picture
began” [underlined by T. K.]. In addition, vizier Hiseyn Pasha was invited from Nis.
Several years earlier, while serving as the Edirne Bostancibasi, he stayed in Belgrade
to collect provisions when fire broke out in Narin. The reconstruction that followed
was carried out under his supervision. As Hiiseyn Pasha was well-familiar with the

70 |bidem, 41a—b.

"t Ibidem, 42a.

72 Anonim Tarihi, Topkapi Sarayi Kitiphanesi, Hazine 1468, 132a. On 10 July 1690, the day
grand vizier Mustafa Pasha Koprili went to the campaign, Istanbul was hit by a devastating
earthquake. Thousands of houses were either demolished or damaged, as well as a large
number of mosques, which was interpreted among people as a bad omen and sinister start
of the campaign in which the last hopes were laid (Uskiidari I, 519; Anonim, Hazine 1468,
128b). In the following three months, the life in the capital seemed to have depended on the
news from the battlefield. As stated by an unknown chronicler, only when receiving the news
that Belgrade was captured did the inhabitants of Istanbul liven up and, freed from fear,
began to remove the rubble (Anonim, Hazine 1468, 132a).
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appearance of towers, he now supervised the digging of foundations. As soon as the
foundations of the collapsed part of the fortification were revealed several days later,
he returned to Nis.”

The Ottoman army also began with preparations for return. Members of the
Belgrade and Smederevo garrisons remained in Belgrade, as the latter could not
spend winter in a burnt fortress.”* Over 10.000 soldiers remained in Belgrade, while
others began to leave the town on 31 October. The army was divided into two parts.
The artillery, supply train, craftsmen (orducus) and merchants returned to the capital
by the Constantinople road, while the janissaries and cavalry took the Danube road,
reached Vidin and progressed towards Constantinople.”™

Construction works continued. However, contrary to the original idea, restoration
was eventually carried out according to the design of Venetian engineer Andrea
Cornaro, who had led Austrian works on the Belgrade fortress and, after the conquest,
entered Ottoman service.”® His plan did not imply the restoration of destroyed Narin.
The rubble of the erstwhile Despot’s Castle was entirely removed. In its place, the
construction of Pasha’s residence and military barracks was planned.””

The Ottoman conquest of Belgrade in 1690 led to a turnabout in the relations
between the warring parties in the Balkans. The war was shifted to the territory of
southern Hungary. Belgrade became the main Ottoman border fortification. In the
following years it assumed the characteristics of a modern artillery fortification, while
its medieval features were gradually disappearing.

73 Uskidari I, 44a-b.

74 During the withdrawal from Serbia in 1688, the inhabitants of Smederevo burnt down the
fortress so that it would not serve the enemy. After the conquest of 1690, the fortress had
only around ten houses, a semi-destroyed minaret without a mosque and a badly damaged
hammam which was used by the Austrian garrison as ammunition storehouse. On the other
hand, the rich south-western suburb lay intact and former inhabitants could move in
immediately. For more detail see: T. Kati¢, Tursko osvajanje Srbije, 120.

75 For more detail about the return of the army by the Danube road see: T. Katuh, CysozemHu
nym o0 beozpada do BuduHa, npema OHesHUKY noxoda Mycmadgha-nawe hynpuauha 1690.
200uHe, Uctopujcku yaconuc 47 (2000) 103-115.

76 Cornaro remained to live with his family in Belgrade. In summer 1695, he received an award from
Sultan Mustafa Il — 200 golden coins and a ceremonial kaftan. Silahdar, Nusretndme, vol 1, 59.

77 For more detail see M. NMonosuh, beozpadcka mephasa, 189-208.
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YIKIMA UGRAMIS SEHRIN iCINDE DOLASMAK: 1690 YILINDA BELGRAD KALESINiN
YIKIMINA TANIKLIK EDEN BiR KiSiNiN ANLATIMI

Ozet

Belgrad’in 1688 yilinda fethedilmesi, Habsburg Monarsisi’nin, Osmanl—Kutsal
ittifak Savaslar’nda Osmanli imparatorlugu karsisinda elde ettigi en 6nemli
zaferlerinden biriydi. Fetihten sonra devam eden Habsburg askeri basarilari gz
onlinde bulunduruldugunda sehir, uzun bir siire boyunca Hristiyan hakimiyeti altinda
kalacaga benziyordu. Ancak Osmanlilar, 1690 yilinin sonbaharina kadar Sava ile Tuna
nehirlerinin glineyindeki tim topraklari tekrar ele gecirmeyi basarmistir. Basardiklari
‘rekonkvista’ nin en blylk galibiyeti 8 Ekim 1690 yilinda gergeklestirilen Belgrad’in
yeniden fethiydi. Sehrin kusatilmasi sadece bir hafta siirmis olup Osmanlilarin sansina
Yukari Hisarda yer alan barut deposunun kazayla patlamasi ile son bulmustur. Tirk
kumbaralari (bomba), icinde bol miktarda barut ve mihimmatin saklandigi Narin
kulelerinden birinin (st kismina isabet etmis ve yangina yol acarak buyik bir infilaki
tetiklemistir. Patlamanin giicl tesiri ile Despot Stefan Lazarevic’in eski kalesinin bazi
kisimlari yerle bir olmus, acilan gediklerden de sehre girilerek fetih gerceklesmistir.

Bu patlama, o donemde yasayanlarin Uzerinde derin bir iz birakmis olup pek ¢ok
tarihsel kaynakta tasvir edilmistir. Bu kaynaklardan biri, 6zellikle ayrintilarin zenginligi
ve otantik, etkili tanimlari ile digerlerinden ayrilmaktadir. Glnlik biciminde yazilan
bu tarihsel calismanin bashg1 Vaki’at-1 Rizmerre, Viaki’at-1 Sefer-i Sultan Siileyman-i
Sani, ya da kisa ismi ile Siileymanname’dir. Eserin yazari Belgrad kusatmasina ve Narin
patlamasina taniklik eden Abdullah bin ibrahim el-Uskiidari, fetihten sonra tiim kaleyi
gezerek yikimin derecesini gorme imkanina sahip olmustur.

Uskiidari, s6z konusu olaylarin tasvirinde kusatma ve fetih ile ilgili, bugiine kadar
bilinmeyen pek ¢ok detayin yani sira 17. ylzyildaki Belgrad topografyasini da gozler
online sermistir. Osmanl kusatma birliklerinin ayrintil planlarinin yani sira yukarida
bahsi gecen kumbaranin ateslendigi pozisyonu da aktarmistir. Maddi kayip ve insan
kaybini, 6zellikle de yangindan etkilenen Asagi Hisardaki kayiplari etraflica tasvir
etmistir. Asagi Hisardaki yangin bir haftadan uzun stirms ve diger hasarlarin yani sira
baska bir kiiclik barut deposunun patlamasina da sebep olmustur. Bu deponun iginde
bulundugu Bolme Hisar kulelerinden biri tamamen yok olmus ve sonrasinda da
yenilenmemistir. Uskiidari, B6Ime Hisar — tahkimatli Bati Alt Kale’den bahsederken
ayni yer icin Skala adini kullanarak 16. ytizyildaki kayitlarda yer alan Belgrad mahallesi
Skala’nin (Merdivenler) yerine iliskin birtakim teredditleri giderecek bilgi vermistir.
Uskiidari, ayni zamanda daha once vyeri hakkinda bilgi bulunmayan Belgrad
camilerinden biri olan Ciksalin Camii’nin de yerini kesin bir sekilde belirtmistir. Bu
cami, bugilin Pariska, Karadjordjeva ve Voyvoda Boyovi¢ caddelerinin kesisme
noktalarinda bulundugu tespit edilen Sava nehri tizerindeki eski devlet ambarlarinin
yakininda yer aliyordu. Uskiidari, ayni zamanda sehirdeki bu tarzda tigiinci ticari yap!
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olan ve tarih yaziminda bugiline kadar yer almamis Blyik Hanli Bezistan’dan da
bahseder. Bu bina, Evliya Celebi’'nin bahsettigi Bezazistan-Han ile ayni yapi olup
Belgrad’in Yukari Carsi bélgesinde bulunuyordu. Uskiidari, bunun yani sira, Képrili
Ahmed Pasa medresesi ve Avusturyalilar tarafindan Bélme Hisar 6niinde insa edilmis
Sava Uzerindeki seyyar kopru gibi diger bazi objelerin durumlarini da tasvir etmistir.

Son olarak, Abdullah Efendi, Osmanlilarin Narin’i eski planlara uygun sekilde
yeniden insa etmelerine dair tesebbdislerini de yazar. Ancak, Osmanlilar bu
niyetlerinden kisa slirede vazge¢mislerdir. Eski Despot kalesinin yikintilari Venedikli
muihendis Andrea Cornaro tarafindan tasarlanmis onarim projesine gére tamamiyla
kaldirilmis olup yerine Pasa’nin konagi ve askeri kislalarin insaatlari planlanmistir.
Sonraki yillarda Belgrad’in ortacag 6zellikleri giderek kaybolurken topgu tahkimatini
iceren yapilarin 6nemli 6lgtide cogaldigi gérilmustir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Osmanli imparatorlugu, Habsburg Monarsisi, 1683—-1699
Osmanli—Kutsal ittifak Savaslari, Sirbistan, Osmanli vakayinamesi Siileymanname,
Abdullah bin ibrahim el-Uskiidari, Belgrad kusatmasi
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Tatjana KATIC

TatjaHa Katuh

Y WWETHU PASOPEHUM TPALLOM:
CBEAOYEHE OYEBMLUA O PYLUEHY BEOIPAACKE TBPBABE 1690. TOAUHE

Pesnme

OcBajarbe beorpaga 1688. roanHe jegHa je o4 Haj3HadvajHMjUX nobeaa Kojy je
Xab36ypLiKa MoHapxuja n3sojesana Nnpotue OCcMaHCKOr LLapcTea y Beninkom beukom
paTty. C 063MpoMm Ha ocBajarba Koja Cy NOTOM ycneamna, YuHmno ce ga he rpag aye
BpeMeHa ocTaTu y xab3bypwkum pykama. Mehytum, OcmaHauvje cy ycnene aa
KOHCcoMAayjy cBoje cHare u aa ao jeceHn 1690. nospaTe cBe U3ryb/beHe Teputopuje
jy»kHO og CaBe 1 [lyHaBa. KpyHa HMX0Be ,,peKOHKBUCTE” BUNO je ocBajatbe beorpaga
8. okTobpa 1690. rogmHe. Oncaaa rpafia Tpajana je cBera Hefle/by AaHa M OKOHYaHa
je, Ha cpehy OcmaHnKnja, cnydyajHOM eKcnio3njom bapyTHOT maraumnHa y foprtem
rpaay. Typcka kymbapa (rpaHaTta) noroguna je Bpx jegHe og Kyna HapuHa y Kojoj je
6u1na ycknaguwTeHa BesivkKa KoMYnHa bapyTa U MyHULM]e U M3a3Bana No¥Kap Koju
je poBeo [0 pa3opHe ekcniosnje. Of jaumHe geToHaumMje 4eN0BU HEKASALLHEr 3aMKa
pecnota CredaHa Jlazapesuha cy cpyleHu, a y TBphaBCKMM 3uaMHama cy OTBOpeHe
6pelle Kpo3 Koje je M3BpLIEeH ynag y rpaa,.

OBa eKkcno3unja octaBuia je AybOK yTUCaK Ha CaBpeMEHMKEe U OMnucaHa je y Bulle
MCTOPUjCKMX M3BOPA. JedaH of tbux nocebHo ce m3pBaja HoraTcTBOm fgeTasba M
AYTEHTUYHUM C/IMKOBUTMM onmncuma. Pey je o nctopumjckom aeny, soheHom y dpopmu
[HEBHMKa, Ynju Hacnos rnacv Jozahaju u3 noxoda cynmaHa CynejmaHa [py2oe nnu, kpahe,
CynejmaH-Hama. HbeH ayTop, A6aynax 6uH Nbpaxmnm en-Yckyaapu, o4eBuaal, je Koju je us
HenocpeaHe 6113MHe cBegoumMo oncaam beorpaga, ekcniosmnju HapyHa u KacHuje 6uo y
npuAnLmM aa ndHo obuhe Leny TBphasy M ynosHa ce ¢ pasmepama pasapatba.

Yckypapu je nuwyhu o oBum pgorahajuma M3Heo BuLe, A0 cafa HemnmosHaTUX
nogartaka, Koju ce TMYy came orncaje M ocBajakba, Kao 1 Tonorpaduje beorpaga y 17.
BeKy. HaBeo je npewm3aH pacnopes 0CMaHCKMX OMCaZHMX TPYMa, Kao M MNOJI0XKaj C Kora
je ncnasbeHa nomeHyTa Kymbapa. [leTasbHo je onmcao matepujanHa 1 Jbyicka CTpajatba,
HapouuTOo OHa y [Jotbem rpagy Koju je 61o 3axsaheH noxkapom. Batpa y Jorbem rpagy
Tpajana je BULe 04, Heae by AaHa U, M3Meh)y ocTanor, Npoy3poKoBaa je eKC/I03ujy joLu
jeaHor, marber 6apyTHor maraumHa. Taj maraumH 610 je y jeaHoj og Kyna bosime xucapa,
Koja je TOM NPUANKOM CPaBHEHA Ca 3eM/bOM U BULLE HUje 0BHOB/bEHA.

YtBpheHo 3anagHo Moarpahe - boame xucap, Yckyaapu nHaye 30Be M UMEHOM
CKana, yume pelsaBa HeKke HeZoymuLEe O NosoXajy beorpasacke maxane CKana
(CmeneHuue), 3abenexeHe y gedtepmuma 16. Beka. OH Takohe npeunsHo ytephyje
Nno/IoKaj jeiHe o4, A0 caaa HeybuumpaHux 6eorpaackmx Lamuja - YuKkcanmH yamuje.
OBa 6oromosba Hacnarana ce Ha orpagy ctapux Jp»KaBHUX cknaauwTa Ha CaBu, 3a
Koja je yTBpheHO Aa cy ce Hanaswaa Ha NPOCTOPY rAe ce AaHac YKpLITajy yauue
Mapucka, Kapahophesa n bynesap Bojsoge Eojosrha. YcKygapy noMuibe U, BEINKK
6e3nctaH ca xaHom”, Koju je Tpehu TproBaukun objekaT oBe BpcTe y rpaay, Ao caja
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HepasmaTpaH y uctopuorpaduju. MaeHtmuaH je ¢ besasncraH-xaHom EBnnje uenebuje
a Hanasmo ce Herge Ha npocTopy beorpasacke Foptbe Yaplunje. Takohe onucyje ctakbe
N HeKux Apyrux objekaTa, Kao wWTo cy meapeca Axmeg-natwe Kenpunuja (hynpunuha)
M MOHTOHCKM MOCT npeKko CaBe Kojer cy AycTpujaHum n3rpagmunn ncnpeg bonme
Xucapa.

Abaynax epeHamja, Ha Kpajy, Nuile 1 o Nokywajuma OcmaHaMja Aa, Ha OCHOBY
CTapux nnaHoBa, o6HoBe HapuH. Of oBe Hamepe cy, mehyTum, Bpsaio 6p30 oaycTanu.
PyweBunHe Hekagawmer [lecnoToBor 3aMKa cy, Npema HOBOM NPOojeKTy 06HoBe Koju
je caumMHMo BeHeumjaHCKM UHKerbep AHapea KopHapo, y NOTNYHOCTU YKIOHEHE, a
Ha FbMXOBOM MECTY je NAaHMpaHa u3rpasra MNawnHor KOHaKa U BOJHUYKUX KaCcapHW.
Y roanHama Koje he ycneautu Beorpag he nonpummnTH KapakTepucTnuke 6acTmoHe
apTu/bepujcke doptudmrKaumje Aok he Herose cpeHOBEKOBHE OAJ/IMKE CBE BULLIE
niYye3aBaTu.

KroyuHe peyu: OCMaHCKO LapcTBo, Xabcbyplika moHapxuja, Bennkn (beuku) pat
1683-1699, Cpbuja, ocmaHcKa XxpoHuKa CynejmaH-Hama, Abaynax 6. Mbpaxum en-
Yckypapw, oncaga beorpaga.
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