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Abstract: A statistical study about the evolution of the Serbian Orthodox population
in urban areas of Syrmia (Srem in Serbian), i.e. the former Syrmian County within the
Kingdom of Hungary, in the 1802—-1910 period, reveals a steady pattern of a relative
decline both in the share and absolute numbers. Orthodox believers in the cities of
Zemun, Sremski Karlovci and Sremska Mitrovica constituted the absolute majority of
the population in the early 19" century. In Vukovar and Ruma, the Orthodox
community made up almost a half of the population. In Vinkovci and Petrovaradin,
Orthodox believers were a strong and influential minority. Due to losses during the
Revolutionary War in 1848/49, the overall population declined in almost all cities. The
Orthodox urban population declined in an even more severe way. In all Syrmian cities
the Orthodox population lost significantly in its share and that process continued until
the beginning of the 20" century. Despite some demographic recovery in the 1860s, the
Serbian Orthodox population did not grow as fast as other religious and ethnic groups.
The impact of the 1848/49 Revolution on the demographic capacities of the Orthodox
communities must have been quite severe. In the 1828/30-1910 period, the total urban
population of Syrmia increased by 77% and, meanwhile, the Orthodox urban
population declined by 5%. The share of the Orthodox in the urban population declined
from 54% in 1828/30 to only 29% in 1910. In 1910 Sremski Karlovci remained the only
city with an Orthodox majority.

Keywords: Syrmia, demographics, cities, urbanisation, Orthodox population, Serbs,
19* century, 1802-1910.

The presence of ethnic Serbs in the region of Syrmia (Srem in Serbian), in
geographic terms, dates back to the early Middle Ages, probably to the time of their
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resettlement to the Balkans.! Due to frequent border changes and constant population
movements that happened in the following centuries, the size and significance of the
Serbian community varied a lot. In the Middle Ages Syrmia was a possession of
Hungary and was later held by the Ottomans until the end of the 17t" century, when
the Habsburgs captured the area and ruled until the end of World War |. Wars,
epidemics, political unrests, economic depressions, colonisation and migration policies
had a huge impact on the population size and its religious or ethnic composition, but
the dominant role of the Serbs remained a constant until the early 20% century.

The accelerating urbanisation in Europe in the 19t century expanded to Syrmia as
well. Fast development of cities was driven by enormous general population growth
and the spread of industrialisation. Cities became the generators of general progress,
spreading influence to the broader area and increasing the political power. The
economic and political strength of the rising urban population in the age of “ethnic
homogenisation”, i.e. the rise of nationalism in the 19 century, led to cities gradually
emerging as the centres of “national movements” and “political battleground”. The
ethnic composition of urban settlements was therefore of vital interest for the
numerous nations in the Habsburg Monarchy. The capacity to politically organise and
participate in political processes, the ability to influence public policies and the work
of institutions could only be achieved by gathering a critical number of politically
active intelligentsia within an urban environment. The cities in the south of the
Habsburg Kingdom of Hungary were consequently of major importance for the
Serbian national movement in the Monarchy.

Administration of Syrmia in the 18t and 19*" centuries

The name Syrmia stands both for a geographical region and political-
administrative unit since the Roman Empire. In the mid-18t century, the Habsburgs
reorganised their recently captured territories in the south and re-established the
old Syrmian County existent in the Hungarian Middle Ages. The re-establishment
occurred in 1745 basically by uniting the territories of two former medieval counties
— Syrmia and Vukova (with the capital in Vukovar). Since then the name Syrmia began
to be frequently used for the area west of the Danube as well (the territories of the
former Vukova County). The new County civil authority was not established in the
entire area of the former medieval counties but in their northern and western parts
only. The southern and eastern zones were incorporated into the Military Frontier
governed directly by Vienna and the Military.?

1 Oywan J. Nonosuh, Cpbu y Cpemy 0o 1736/37: ucmopuja Hacesba U CMaHOBHUWMEQ,
beorpag 1950, 10.

2 A small part of the former Vukova County was incorporated into the Virovitica County as
well. lvana Horbec, “Slavonske Zupanije izmedu Banske Hrvatske i Madarske: uspostava
civilne uprave i pitanje poreznog sustava u 18. stoljecu”, Arhivski vjesnik 53/1 (2010) 182-183;
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The division of the geographic region of Syrmia into two separate administrative
units and political entities impacted the development of urban settlements. The
“civilian” Syrmia, i.e. the Syrmian County belonged administratively to the Kingdom
of Hungary and its subordinated Kingdom of Slavonia, but the Banal-government of
the Kingdom of Croatia in Zagreb claimed some jurisdiction as well.3 In 1849 the
County was abolished and its eastern sections (the districts of llok and Ruma) became
part of the Serbian Voivodeship and Banat of Temeschwar and the western ones
(Vukovar district) were incorporated into the Osijek County. In 1861 the Voivodeship
was abolished and the Syrmian County re-established in its former pre-1849 borders.*
In the “civilian” sections of Syrmia, the laws and rules of the Kingdom of Hungary and
the central government in Vienna were implemented. In 1868 the Croatian-Hungarian
Settlement regulated the transfer of certain jurisdiction to the Croatian Assembly
(Sabor in Croatian) in Zagreb as well. The so-called “frontier” Syrmia belonged to the
Military Frontier, a separate political entity within the Monarchy directly ruled by
Vienna. In the eastern sections, which belonged in the past to the medieval Syrmian
County, the Petrovaradin Regiment was established as both a military and
administrative unit. In the western sections, which belonged to the medieval Vukova
County, several companies (military and administrative units) were formed as part
of the Brod Regiment. The Military Frontier was established as a border-defence zone
to the Ottoman Empire. The society was highly militarised and the legislative
framework adjusted to military planning and needs. Thus, the development of urban
settlements was under full control of the Military and a rather specific form of cities
emerged — the Free Military Communities. The Military Frontier was gradually
abolished between 1871 and 1882 and its Syrmian part was incorporated into the
Syrmian County in 1882.°

[. ). Nonosuh, Cpbu y Cpemy do 1736/37, 2-3; Cnasko Maspunosuh, “O6HOBa CNaBOHCKUX
JKyNaHWja 1 MXOBO pasrpaHnYaBarbe ca BojHoM rpaHmuom (1745-1749), 36opHuK 3a OpywimeeHe
Hayke — Mamuuya cpricka 25 (1960) 49-58; Emilij Laszowski, “Arkivi po Zupaniji Sriemskoj“, Starine
JAZU 29 (1898) 2; “Vukovska Zupanija“, in: Hrvatska enciklopedija, mrezno izdanje, Zagreb 2021,
http://www.enciklopedija.hr/Natuknica.aspx?ID=65663 (accessed on 9. 2. 2023).

3 Until the Croatian-Hungarian Settlement in 1868, the status of the Kingdom of Slavonia within
the Hungarian legal system was not clear. The Banal office in Zagreb claimed jurisdiction
over the Slavonian Kingdom and, meanwhile, the Hungarian government in Budapest denied
such claims as unfounded and treated the Slavonian counties equal to other Hungarian ones.

Josip Kolanovi¢, Josip Barbari¢, Jozo Ivanovi¢, “Drzavno-pravni poloZaj Slavonije i Srijema u
dokumentima 1699-1848“, Fontes: Izvori za hrvatsku povijest 1/1 (1995) 11-28.

4 “Vukovska Zupanija“, http://www.enciklopedija.hr/Natuknica.aspx?ID=65663 (accessed on
9. 2.2023); Petar Koruni¢, Naselja i stanovnistvo hrvatskih pokrajina 1750-1857. godine, sv.
2, Zagreb 2018, 652, 668.

° Ivan Beuc, Povijest institucija drZavne vlasti Kraljevine Hrvatske, Slavonije i Dalmacije:
Pravnopovijesne studije, Zagreb 1985, 232-246; Branko Dubravica, “Politicko-teritorijalna
podjela i opseg civilne Hrvatske u godinama sjedinjenja s vojnom Hrvatskom 1871.-1886",
Politicka misao : ¢asopis za politologiju 38/3 (2001) 159-172; Franz Vanicek, Specialgeschichte
der Militdrgrenze, Band IV, Wien 1875, 326, 372—-373, 597-601.
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Definitions of a city and its legal status

It is methodologically difficult to make a clear division between urban and rural
settlements. No universally accepted definition of urban settlements exists. The size,
population, architecture, urban planning, function etc. are often the features used
to determine a settlement’s urban character but with no universal parameters well-
defined to apply. The only possible and logical solution would be to rely on the legal
status of the settlement as an identification mark. The urban character of settlements
was legally recognised in Habsburg lands since the Middle Ages but not in a uniform
way. In the early 19* century, the Kingdom of Hungary’s urban status was granted
foremost to the settlements called “Royal Free Cities”. They were at the same level
in the constitutional system as the counties and could communicate with the
government directly. The urban status, but of a lower level, was granted to towns
called privileged places, marketplaces, bishop towns etc. The system was inherited
from the Middle Ages when the ruler alone issued special privileges to the settlements
and their population. Therefore, the system was not unified and almost every town
was granted a different combination and level of rights, privileges and obligations. In
the second half of the 19 century, the legal status of urban settlements was unified
and regulated by special laws. The regulations from the 1850-1851 period basically
abolished municipal rights of the cities in Slavonia and degraded them to the level of
districts. In other words, they became simple administrative units of the central
government with limited self-government that was fully controlled. The Habsburg
governorship in Zagreb could easily overrule any decision made by the city’s
institutions. The same laws included a distinction between simple marketplaces and
marketplaces “with an established magistrate”, which would eventually be treated
almost as Royal Free Cities. In 1861, municipal rights were re-established on paper
only and the right to own courts and jurisdiction was definitely abolished in 1874, but
was very limited since the 1850s anyway. The law of 1881 defined urban settlements
again as separate administrative units — “urban communes” or cities — but with very
limited self-government rights. The new law of 1895 granted the “urban communes”
different levels of rights. Only four cities in Croatia-Slavonia were subordinated to the
Banal-government in Zagreb directly (among them Zemun in Syrmia) and, meanwhile,
all others were subordinated to the counties or even district administrations.
Marketplaces with an established magistrate became subordinated to the counties
and could keep their prestige designation, but the local administration had to be
adjusted to the model prescribed for ordinary communes.®

® Huno fdenwuh, “YpbaHusaumja Hapoaa? JemorOpadCcKm pa3Boj Cpricke rpagcke nonynauuje
y Apyroj nonosuHu 19. BeKa - CTaTUCTUUYKKM npernes”, y: YpbaHusaumja y UCTOYHO] M
jyronctouHoj EBponu = YpbaHm3auma B BOCTOYHOM M toro-BoctoyHol EBpone, yp. CphaH
Pyauh, Anekcej AnexkcaHaposud FfopauH, beorpag 2019, 173—-178; I. Beuc, Povijest institucija, 265—
266, 274, 294-295; “Br. 34 — Zakon od 21. lipnja 1895. ob ustroju gradskih ob¢inah u kraljevinah
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In “frontier” Syrmia, the status of an urban settlement could be achieved by
promotion into a “Free Military Community”. The Military established the cities with
the aim to supply the mainly rural population with some necessary craft and trade
products. The Military Communities were not subordinated to the Regiments and
had some sort of a local administration but very limited self-government rights. The
central government was always in charge of the most important issues and could
overrule all local decisions. In 1862, the status of “urban communes” and in 1871 of
“cities” was granted to them. After the Military Frontier was gradually abolished
(1871-1882), the cities obtained urban status due to the laws of the Kingdom of
Hungary and Croatia-Slavonia.”

Syrmian settlements with urban status

Due to the fact that until the 1880s Syrmia was divided into two separate political
units with specific legal systems defining urban settlements differently, it is not
possible to apply one unified model of legal status for the whole region or the entire
period. Furthermore, several settlements experienced changes in the legal status in
the 1802-1910 period, sometimes gaining urban status but also losing it.

In “civilian” Syrmia, the County capital Vukovar was divided into two separate
political units (communes), both marketplaces — Old and New Vukovar (Stari and Novi
Vukovar) — until they were unified in 1873. The city was a Royal Free City in the Middle
Ages but the law of 1895 granted the settlement only the status of an ordinary
commune (like rural ones).®

Ruma was a simple marketplace since 1747 and a privileged one with an
established magistrate since 1749.° By the law of 1895, the city was basically
promoted into an “urban commune”.%° Officially there were at least four to eleven
other marketplaces in “civilian” Syrmia. Marketplaces (Oppida in Latin) were basically
all places with a privilege granted to hold regular markets. The famous author of
Hungarian statistical surveys, Johann Andreas Demian, claimed that there were six
marketplaces in Syrmia in 1802. The non-nobles census of 1828/29 counted fifteen

Hrvatskoj i Slavoniji“, in: Sbornik zakonah i naredabah valjanih za Kraljevine Hrvatsku i
Slavoniju, Godina 1895 (Komad I-XXI. Broj 1-90), Zagreb 1895, 219-254.

7 H. Oenvh, “YpbaHusaumja Hapoga?“, 176-177.

8 Vukovar remained the capital of the County despite losing urban status in 1895.

“Br. 34 — Zakon od 21. lipnja 1895. ob ustroju gradskih obc¢inah u kraljevinah Hrvatskoj i
Slavoniji“, 219-220; “Vukovar”, in: Hrvatska enciklopedija, mreZno izdanje, Zagreb 2021,
http://www.enciklopedija.hr/Natuknica.aspx?ID=65649 (accessed on 14. 1. 2023).

° The inhabitants of Ruma achieved by the 1749 contract the right to handle all disputes with
the feudal master in county or royal courts. Cnasko raspunosuh, Pyma, mpaosuwme y Coemy
1718-1848/49, Hosu Capg 1969, 12—-66.

10 “Br, 34 — Zakon od 21. lipnja 1895. ob ustroju gradskih obéinah“, 219-220.
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marketplaces.’ It is debatable whether all these places, some of them inhabited by
just a few hundred souls, can be considered urban settlements. In the early 19t
century, Demian considered the inhabitants of PoZega only “citizens” (biirgers), i.e.
urban population, in the “civilian” part of the Kingdom of Slavonia, since he concluded
that “we obviously cannot count the inhabitants of the noble marketplaces as
members of the urban class”.?2 The cases of Sid and Irig, two large settlements with
urban structure characteristics, are somehow specific. Irig acquired the status of a
marketplace basically in 1706, when the citizens obtained the privilege to organise
markets. A century later, citizens made a deal with their feudal master and gained
internal autonomy.?* Sid was promoted into a marketplace in 1773 but remained
dependent on its feudal master with whom the citizens had to renew a contract every
few years.* All other, mainly small marketplaces in size, were subordinated to their
owners, i.e. feudal masters or the Realm, with almost no autonomy. In the second half
of the 19 century, all marketplaces in Syrmia, except Ruma, became ordinary
communes by law, losing any kind of urban status.

In “frontier” Syrmia, the Military Communities of Petrovaradin, Sremski Karlovci
and Zemun preserved their urban status after the abolishment of the Military
Frontier. By the law of 1895, Zemun retained the highest level of urban status, being
subordinated to the Banal government in Zagreb directly and, meanwhile, other
towns became subordinated to the County. Vinkovci had the status of a Free Military
Community in 1765-1787, but was subsequently downgraded to a marketplace
despite being the headquarters of the Brod Regiment. After 1882 the marketplace
was further downgraded to a simple ordinary commune. Similarly, Sremska Mitrovica
was downgraded from a Free Military Community to a marketplace in 1787, but the
headquarters of the Petrovaradin Regiment remained in the city. In 1881 Sremska
Mitrovica was granted the status of a Royal Free City and by the law of 1895 the town
was subordinated to the County.?®

1 Marketplaces in 1828/30: Cerevi¢, Erdevik, llok, Indija, Irig, Kamenica, Kukujevci, Nustar, Ruma,
§arengrad, Sid, Sotin, Tovarnik, Vukovar Novi, Vukovar Stari (Ludovicus Nagy, Notitiae politico-
geographico statisticae Inclytu Regni Hungariae partiumque eidem adnexorum,tomus
secundus, Buda 1829, 32-34). Johann Andreas Demian, Darstellung der Oesterreichischen
Monarchie Ill Band / | Abtheilung, Statistische darstellung des Kénigreichs Ungern | Theil, Wien
1805, 446; L. Nagy, Notitiae politico-geographico statisticae, 32—34; Petar Koruni¢, Naselja i
stanovnistvo hrvatskih pokrajina 1828/1830. godine, Zagreb 2019, 237.

12 Demian used the term “Biirgerstand” which we translated as “urban class”. J. A. Demian,
Statistische darstellung des Kénigreichs Ungern | Theil, 456.

13 Cnasko Maspwnoswuh, Mpue, mpeosuwme y Coemy 1687-1849, Hosu Cag— Vpur 1994, 8, 63—66.

14 Cnasko Maspunosuh, “LUna n wmacko snactennHcTso (1699-1849), 36opHuk 3a OpywmeeHe
Hayke — Mamuua cpncka 16 (1957) 48—-49; Bnagax Faspunosuh, “Cpemcka Tprosuwra y XVIi|
1 NpBoj NnonoBuHK XIX BeKa“, baraay4yku HoeembapcKu cycpemu : 360pHuK padosa 20, batba
Nyka 2019, 69.

15 Alexander Buczynski, Gradovi Vojne krajine 1, Zagreb 1997, 52, 74-75; E. Laszowski, “Arkivi po
Zupaniji Sriemskoj“, 5; “Br. 34 — Zakon od 21. lipnja 1895. ob ustroju gradskih ob¢inah®, 219-220.
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The status of an urban settlement can undoubtedly be assigned to all former Royal
Free Cities, Free Military Communities and urban communes by law. Since many
settlements were obtaining and losing such status, the only reasonable way to definitely
classify them as urban or not for the purpose of the research, is to take into account all
that had such legal status at any point in time. This definition includes: Vukovar, Ruma,
Petrovaradin, Sremski Karlovci, Zemun, Vinkovci and Sremska Mitrovica.

Demographics of Syrmian cities in 1802-1910

In the first half of the 19" century, no universal, all-inclusive and periodic censuses
were carried out in the Kingdom of Hungary. Statistical records about the population
were more frequent and of better quality in cities than in rural areas, but still far from
modern standards. The nobles were usually not counted, but their number in the
south of Hungary was rather small and does not affect the research results. In the
second half of the century, professional population counts were ordered and carried
out by institutions of the state. Official publications about the census results and data
are available. A major problem for researchers with almost all censuses in the former
Habsburg Monarchy is the lack of data about ethnicity. To conduct demographic
research about a specific ethnic group, methodological modifications are required.
Data about religious affiliation and the mother tongue are available and useful to
determine the ethnicity. The Orthodox population in Syrmia was almost entirely
Serbian by ethnicity and thus data about the Orthodox can be used instead of lacking
census information.

Censuses and data for 1802, 1813, 1828/30, 1831, 1839/40, 1857, 1869, 1890 and
1910 were used for research. It is important to note that not all data are fully
comparable since the count methodology was changing from census to census
(present population, population with permanent residence, military, non-nobles etc.)
but we tried to use the most compatible categories from each to minimise possible
errors or distortions and make the results reliable.®

16 Censuses and data sources by year: 1802: data relate to the present population (Johann
Andreas Demian, Darstellung der Oesterreichischen Monarchie IV Band / Il Abtheilung,
Statistische Beschreibung der Militér-Grénze 11 Band, Wien 1807, 175, 186—187, 189-190,
194); 1813: data relate to the present population (Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv — OESTA,
Kriegsarchiv — KA, Zentralstellen — ZSt, Wiener Hofkriegsrat — HKR, Hauptreihe — HR, Akten,
Karton —Kt. 3428, 1814 B—No 112/4); 1828/30: data relate to the non-noble population (L.
Nagy, Notitiae politico-geographico statisticae, 32—34; P. Korunié, Naselja i stanovnistvo
hrvatskih pokrajina 1828/1830. godine, 237); 1831: data relate to the present population
without the military (HuHo fenuh, “CraHoBHUWTBO BojHe KpajuHe 1831: BepcKa CTPYKTYpa,
HaTaNMTeT, MOPTAaAUTET, HynuujanuTet”, 36opHuk Mamuue cpricke 3a ucmopujy 90 (2014)
58-59); 1839/40: data relate most likely to the present population (Elek Fényes, Magyar
orszdgnak, ‘s a’ hozzad kapcsolt tartomdnyoknak mostani dllapotja statistikai és geographiai
tekintetben V Kotet, Pesten 1839, 54-55, 65; Elek Fényes, Magyar orszdgnak, ‘s a’ hozzd
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In the early 19 century, Syrmian cities, except Vinkovci and Petrovaradin, were
dominated by Orthodox citizens, i.e. by Serbs in terms of ethnicity. In “frontier”
Syrmia, the cities of Zemun, Sremski Karlovci and Sremska Mitrovica were actual
Serbian urban strongholds. In “civilian” Syrmia, Orthodox believers did not have any
majority in the cities, but in Vukovar and Ruma they accounted for almost a half of the
population. During the first half of the 19t century no major demographic changes or
anomalies could be observed. As a consequence of war during the 1848/49
Revolution, the population in most cities declined in the early 1850s. Most noticeable
is the disproportionate population decrease by religion. The Orthodox population
decreased in a more severe manner than other communities. Since the 1860s the
cities began to grow again, but the Orthodox population was not able to maintain
the same share in the population as in the first half of the century. The war obviously
affected the reproductive capacities of urban Orthodox citizens in Syrmia, and new
immigration waves of mostly non-Orthodox Christians since the 1860s caused a
significant change in the religious/ethnic composition. Orthodox Serbs had a vast
majority in Zemun, Sremski Karlovci and Sremska Mitrovica in the first half of the 19t
century, but were able to keep a tiny one in Sremski Karlovci in the early 20t century
only. The dynamics of this process differed from place to place.

In Zemun, Orthodox citizens comprised a vast majority until the end of the 1850s,
despite significant losses in the 1848/49 Revolutionary War. In the 1857—1890 period,
the Orthodox community was demographically stagnating and, meanwhile, other
groups increased their share due to immigration. The impact of war on the
demographics of the Serbian Orthodox population in Zemun can be clearly statistically
observed.

kapcsolt tartomdnyoknak mostani dllapotja statistikai és geographiai tekintetben V1 Kotet,
Katonai Végvidék, Pesten 1840, 193-197); 1857: data relate to the domestic population by
permanent residence; data for Zemun, Petrovaradin and Sremski Karlovci from the official
census publication, for Ruma from the Archives of Vojvodina and for the others from Sabljar’s
publication (Statistische Ubersichten iiber die Bevélkerung und den Viehstand vor Osterreich
nach der Zdhlung vom 31. october 1857, Wien 1859, 176; Apxus BojsoauHe, ®oHg 23 —
3emasbcka CBTB, MeHepanHu cnucu, dacumkna 1274, 6poj 4779/1858; Vinko Sabljar,
Miestopisni riecnik kraljevinah Dalmacije, Hervatske i Slavonije, Zagreb 1866, V-VI, 263, 364,
461, 475); 1869: data relate to the present population probably with the military
(Bevdlkerung und Viehstand der im Reichsrathe vertretenen Kénigreiche und Ldnder, dann der
Militérgrénze, nach der Zdhlung vom 31. December 1869, Heft 1, Wien 1871, 316-317); 1890:
data relate to the present population without the military (Politicko i sudbeno razdieljenje
Kraljevina Hrvatske i Slavonije i repertorij mjesta po posljedcih popisa godine 1890, Zagreb
1892, 140, 142, 145-146); 1910: data relate to the present domestic population without the
military for Zemun, Petrovaradin, Ruma and Sremska Mitrovica and for the others to the
present population with the military (A Magyar korona orszdgainak 1910. évi népszamldlds
1, A népesség fibb adatai k6zségek és népesebb pusztdk, telepek szerint, Budapest 1912, II-
690-699).
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Table 1 Population of Zemun in 1802—-1910%

Year Total population Orthodox population | Share of Orthodox in %
1802 7,089 - -
1813 8,313 5,536 66.59
1828/30 9,197 6,811 74.06
1831 9,136 6,597 72.21
1839/1840 8,543 6,042 70.72
1857 8,528 4,909 57.56
1869 10,046 4,358 43.38
1890 12,823 4,622 36.04
1910 15,835 5,845 36.91

Chart 1 Population development in Zemun in 1802-1910#
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A very similar pattern to Zemun may be observed in the case of Sremski Karlovci.
In the early 19t century, Orthodox Serbs comprised almost three quarters in the total
population and maintained a similar share until the Revolution of 1848/49. After the
war, the share decreased to two thirds, and a long period of a steady population
decrease or stagnation of the Orthodox can be detected. Finally, in 1910 the Orthodox
had only a tiny majority of 56%. At the time it was the only city in Syrmia left with an
Orthodox majority.

17 Data sources: See footnote No 16.
18 Data sources: Table 1.
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Table 2 Population of Sremski Karlovci in 1802—1910%°

Year Total population Orthodox population | Share of Orthodox in %
1802 4,745 3,514 74.06
1813 5,726 4,223 73.75
1828/30 5,499 4,116 74.85
1831 4,682 3,438 73.43
1839/1840 4,357 3,315 76.08
1857 4,002 2,614 65.32
1869 4,874 2,892 59.34
1890 5,490 2,950 53.73
1910 6,342 3,553 56.02

Chart 2 Population development in Sremski Karlovci in 1802—1910%°
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In Petrovaradin, the Orthodox never had a majority in the population and most of
them lived actually in the nearby village of Bukovac that was attached to the city. This
is the main reason for the decline in the late 19t century since the village was
administratively separated from Petrovaradin prior to 1880. The city itself had only
limited growth capacities since there was almost no space to expand left for new
construction works. Petrovaradin was “locked” within the same spatial and

demographic framework as in the early 19* century.

9 Data sources: See footnote No 16.
20 Data sources: Table 2.
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Table 3 Population of Petrovaradin in 1802—-1910%

Year Total population Orthodox population | Share of Orthodox in %
1802 3,522 - -
1813 3,762 845 22.46
1828/30 4,859 1,488 30.62
1831 4,337 1,107 25.52
1839/1840 4,353 1,241 28.51
1857 3,502 1,023 29.21
1869 4,597 1,198 26.06
1890 3,777 144 3.81
1910 4,160 281 6.75

Chart 3 Population development in Petrovaradin in 1802—1910%2
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Sremska Mitrovica was a large marketplace and the headquarters of the
Petrovaradin Regiment in the early 19*" century. Until 1910 the population basically
tripled and there is no evidence that the 1848/49 Revolution did any significant harm
to the city. Immigration in the second half of the century, on the other hand, had a
huge impact on the religious and ethnic composition. Orthodox Serbs lost the majority
after the Revolution of 1848/49, probably due to some war losses as well, but showed
some demographic vitality until 1910 by significantly increasing the population. Still,
other religious groups did even better and the Orthodox comprised just about 40% of
the population in the early 20t century.

21 Data sources: See footnote No 16.
22 Data sources: Table 3.
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Table 4 Population of Sremska Mitrovica in 1802-1910%

Year Total population Orthodox population | Share of Orthodox in %
1802 3,489 2,531 72.54
1828/30 5,132 3,159 61.55
1839/1840 4,402 2,720 61.79
1857 4,888 2,373 48.55
1890 9,541 3,366 35.28
1910 12,325 4,892 39.69

Chart 4 Population development in Sremska Mitrovica in 1802-1910%*
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The marketplace of Ruma was inhabited by almost 50% Orthodox citizens in the
early 19% century. After the Revolution of 1848/49, the Orthodox community
decreased significantly in the number and share. The city’s population almost doubled
until 1910, but the Orthodox community was more or less at the same level as in the
1820s, and thus the share of the Orthodox decreased to some 27%.

2 Data sources: See footnote No 16.
% Data sources: Table 4.
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Table 5 Population of Ruma in 1828/30-1910%

Year Total population Orthodox population | Share of Orthodox in %
1828/30 6,367 3,071 48.23
1839/1840 7,071 3,446 48.73
1857 7,511 3,043 40.51
1890 9,582 2,672 27.89
1910 11,668 3,199 27.42
Chart 5 Population development in Ruma in 1828/30-1910%
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Orthodox Serbs were never a majority in Vinkovci, but in the early 19* century
they were a significant community comprising around a fifth of the population. After
the Revolution of 1848/49, they suffered a huge decrease in numbers, but recovered
somewhat in the following decades. The city was growing fast and the Orthodox could
not keep up and deteriorated to some 9% in the total population in 1910.

% Data sources: See footnote No 16.

% Data sources: Table 5.
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Table 6 Population of Vinkovci in 1828/30-1910%

Year Total population Orthodox population | Share of Orthodox in %
1828/30 3,349 679 20.27

1839/1840 3,102 628 20.25

1857 3,113 442 14.20

1890 5,946 632 10.63

1910 9,220 823 8.93
Chart 6 Population development in Vinkovci in 1828/30-1910%®
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The capital of the Syrmian County Vukovar was administratively divided into Old
and New (Stari and Novi) until 1873, so the values for both had to be added and
presented for the city as a whole. Orthodox Serbs were a strong community in the first
half of the 19t century, making about 40% in the total population. After the 1848/49
Revolutionary War, the Orthodox were demographically stagnating and, meanwhile,
other groups, mainly due to immigration, helped the city to overcome the 10.000
population hurdle in 1910. Orthodox Serbs made up just about 15% of the population
of Vukovar in the same year and lost undoubtedly a lot of influence on the city’s
authorities and policies.

7 Data sources: See footnote No 16.
28 Data sources: Table 6.
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Table 7 Population of Vukovar in 1828/30-1910%°

Year Total population Orthodox population | Share of Orthodox in %
1828/30 5,038 2,050 40.69
1839/1840 4,860 1,769 36.40
1857 7,070 1,753 24.79
1890 9,494 1,519 16.00
1910 10,359 1,628 15.72
Chart 7 Population development in Vukovar in 1828/30-1910%°
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The Serbian Orthodox population in Syrmian cities during the 19t century was
constantly deteriorating. In the 1828/30-1910 period, the total population in Syrmian
cities increased by 30,468 inhabitants or 77.25%. The urban Orthodox community
decreased by 1,153 inhabitants or -5.39% in the same period. The share of the
Orthodox in the urban population decreased from 54.19% to 28.92%.

Table 8 Urban population development in Syrmia (7 cities) in 1828/30-19103

Year Total population Orthodox population | Share of Orthodox in %
1828/30 39,441 21,374 54.19
1910 69,909 20,221 28.92

2 Values for Old and New Vukovar (Stari and Novi Vukovar) are added up. Data sources: See
footnote No 16.

30 Data sources: Table 7.

31 Data sources: Tables 1-7.
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The demographic trend observed in Syrmia was not specific. Orthodox Serbs were
facing a constant decrease in the numbers and share in urban settlements in a much
broader region including the whole Military Frontier, Croatia, Slavonia, and the south
of the Kingdom of Hungary proper during the 19t century. Syrmia, together with the
neighbouring southern Backa and Banat regions, could be considered a sort of a Serbian
Orthodox urban stronghold in the early 19t century. Most of the cities in that broader
area were dominantly inhabited by Orthodox citizens and had a huge impact on
economic, military, cultural, educational and political processes. The cities in the south
of the Kingdom of Hungary were political centres of the Serbian national movement in
the Monarchy and most Serbian “national” institutions (schools, societies, theatres,
publishing houses etc.) were placed there. The dominant Serbian character of the cities
began to vanish since the 1850s and most became multi-ethnic with a Serbian minority
until 1910. This development hindered the Serbian movement to accumulate necessary
intellectual, economic and political capacities to influence government policies and
successfully participate in everyday political life in the Monarchy.3?

The process of “losing” the cities was particularly problematic for the Orthodox
Serbs in Syrmia. The Orthodox population made up some 45% of the total present
population of the County in 1910, but only 29% in the cities.* Orthodox Serbs were
not able to maintain a fair share in the urban population in the County where they
always comprised the most important and largest religious and ethnic group. The
consequences of war and migrations have been identified as the major causes of the
decline of the Orthodox in urban settlements during the 19t century, but additional
research is necessary to examine these processes in detail.

32 H, fenuh, “YpbaHuszaumja Hapoga?“, 181-186.

33 We compared values from Table 8 and for the whole Syrmian County in the 1910 census
publication (including Zemun, which was administratively not subordinated to the County at
that time). A Magyar korona orszdgainak 1910. évi 1, Il- 470-476.
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HwuHo Oenuny

ANHAMUKA OEMOIPA®UYECKOIO PA3BUTUA NPABOC/TIABHOIO HACENEHUA
B CPEMCKUX OBLLIMHAX/TOPOAAX B MEPMO/, C 1802 NO 1910 roA.

Pestome

JaHHbIV TEKCT NOCBALLEH CTAaTUCTUYECKOMY aHA/IM3Yy Pa3BUTUA Hace/IeHMA ropoaoB
Cpema B nepmog c 1802 no 1910 roabl. Ansa HaceneHHbIx NyHKTOB Cpema, 41 KOTOPbIX
6b110 BO3MOXHbIM 3aKPeNUTb NPaBOBOW cTaTyc ropoaa (3emyH, Cpemcku Kapiosum,
MeTpoBapagmH, Cpemcka Mutposuua, Pyma, BUHKoBUM 1 BykoBap), NnpeacTaB/ieHbl
[aHHbIE 0 YUC/IEHHOCTM 06LWEero 1 NPaBoOCIaBHOrO HaceneHusa. AHann3 NoKasan, uto
B nepsoi nonosmHe XIX BeKa B HO/IbLUIMHCTBE FOPOAOB MPABOC/AABHbIE XKUTEN
coctasnanu nmbo abcontoTHoe 60nbLUMHCTBO (3emyH, Cpemckun Kapnosuu, CpemcKa
MuTpoBuLa), MMB6O OYeHb 3HAYUTENIbHOE MEHBLIMHCTBO U3 Hoslee yem TpeTu
HaceneHus (Pyma n BykoBap). B TedeHMe NATUAECATLIX FOLOB B MOYTU BCEX FOPOAAX
6b110 3aPUKCMPOBAHO 0OLLEE CHUNKEHME YMCNEHHOCTU HAceNeHUa B pesysibTaTe
BOEHHbIX COb6bITMIN BO Bpema Pesonouumn 1848/49 ropos. [Jemorpaduyeckoe
BOCCTAHOB/IEHWE HACTYMWJIO Yepe3 c/efylollee AecATUNETUE, HO NpPaBoOC/iaBHOe
coobLuecTBo gemorpadunyecKkmn 3acTono, YTO NPMBEO K MOCTENEHHOMY COKPALLEHMIO
€ro Ao01u B HaceneHum scex ropogos Cpema ao 1910 roga. B Hayane XX BeKa TONbKO
B CpeMckux KapnoBL,ax NpaBoOC/aBHbIE XKUTE/M BCE eLLe COCTaBAAM 6osiee NONOBUHbI
HaceneHus. oA NpaBoC/iaBHbIX B 06LLeM ropoackomy HaceneHnn Cpema CHU3MNach
€ 54,19% B 1828/30 rogax o 28,92% 8 1910 roay. MNpasocnasHoe HaceneHune B 1910
roZy coctaBnano okoso 45% HaceneHmna CpeMcKom KynaHum, HO BCETrO /IULLb HEMHOTO
meHee 29% B ropogzax. MocToOAHHOE CHUXEHWEe A0/N B FOPOACKOMY HAaceNeHun m
noTepsa SPKO Bblpa*KEHHOro cepbcKoro xapakrepa 60/bWMHCTBA FOPOLOB MMENo
HeraTMBHOE BAMAHME HA BO3MOMKHOCTM CEPOCKOro Hapoaa U ero NOANTUYECKUX U
OPYTUX OBUXKEHUS ANA aKTMBHOMO y4acTMA B MOJAUTUYECKUMX M OBLLECTBEHHbIX
npoueccax B Fabcbyprckoit MoHapxuu.

HuHo Odenuh

AVNHAMUKA JEMOIPA®CKOI PA3BOJA CPMNCKE MPABOC/TIABHE NONYNALUMIE
Y CPEMCKUM KOMYHUTETUMA/TPAAOBUMA 1802-1910. FOAUHE

Pesnme
Pap, je nocBeheH CcTaTUCTMYKOj aHAaNU3M pPa3BOja CTAHOBHULLTBA CPEMCKUX rpagoBa y
nepuoay oa 1802. go 1910. roamHe. 3a cpemcKa Hacesba, 3a Koja je 6uno moryhe

YTBPAUTU ypbaHK CTaTyC y npaBHOM cmuciy (3emyH, Cpemckn Kapaosuu, NetposapaamH,
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Cpemcka Mutposuua, Pyma, BuUHKoBUM 1 ByKkoBap), npeacTaB/beHu cy noaaum o 6pojy
YKYNHOT 1 NPaBOCNABHOr CTAaHOBHMLUTBA. AHa/IM3a je MOKa3ana Aa cy y NpBoj NOJI0BUHMU
XIX Beka y BehuHM rpaioBa NPaBOCAABHU KUTE/bU YUNHUAWN UK anconyTHY BehuHy
(3emyH, Cpemcku Kapnosuu, Cpemcka MUTpoBMLA) AN BEOMA 3HAYajHy MakbUHY Of
npeko TpehuHe cTaHoBHMWTBA (Pyma 1 Bykosap). TOKOM neaeceTnx roguHa y cCKopo
CBUM rpaZiloBMMa 3abenexkeH je onwTu nag bpoja CTaHOBHMKA Kao Mocneamua paTHUX
Aewasarba y Pesonyumjn 1848/49. ropuHe. [emorpadckn onopasak je ycneamo
AeueHUjy KacHMje anu je npaBoCcnaBHa 3ajegHuuUa gemorpadCcku cTarHmMpana wro je
Y3POKOBA/I0 MOCTENEHO CMatbeHe HEHOT YAeNa y NonynaLmju CBUX CPEMCKUX rpaaoBa
cee no 1910. roguHe. lMoyeTkom XX BeKa camo y Cpemckum Kapnosumma cy
NpaBOCNaBHW CTAaHOBHMLUM jOW YBEK MNpeAcTaB/ba/iv HATNONOBUYHY BehuHy vy
nonynauuju. Yaeo npaBociaBHUX Y YKYMHOM ypbaHoM cTaHoBHMLWTBY Cpema onao je ca
54,19% y 1828/30. Ha 28,92% y 1910. rognHu. MpaBocaaBHO CTaHOBHULWTBO je 1910.
YMHWUNO OKO 45% y nonynaumju Cpemcke *KynaHuje anm camo HenyHux 29% y rpafosmma.
KOHCTaHTHO cMatrbMBakbe yaena y ypbaHoj nonynaumjn n rybutak M3pasmTto cprnckor
KapaKTtepa BehuHe rpazoBa MMano je HeraTMBaH yTULAj Ha KanauumTeTe CPrcKor Hapoaa
M NoKpeTa y Xab3bypLUKOj MOHAPXMjM 33 aKTUBHUM L,E/N10BaHEM U YYECTBOBaHEM Y
NONUTUYKMM U APYLITBEHUM NpOLLeCcUMa.
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