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Aleksandar R. Krsti

THE OTTOMAN EXPANSION AND THE STRUGGLE FOR 
SURVIVAL OF THE SERBIAN MEDIEVAL STATE IN SERBIAN 
HISTORY TEXTBOOKS FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS (THE LAST 
DECADES OF THE 19TH AND THE BEGINNING OF THE 20TH 

CENTURIES)

S u m m a r y

The paper analyses the teaching units related to the late medieval history 
of Serbia, from the death of Emperor Stephen Du�an (1355) to the  nal fall of the 
Serbian state under Ottoman rule (1459) in Serbian history textbooks for primary 
schools from the last decades of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries. 
The mentioned period was marked by the expansion of the Ottomans into Serbian 
lands and efforts to restore and preserve the Serbian statehood after the collapse of 
the Nemanji  state (1371). Both Serbian historiography and popular tradition con-
sidered two great military clashes between Serbs and Ottomans as the key events 
of that period � the battles of the Maritsa River (1371) and of Kosovo (1389). Five 
textbooks have been analysed, written by Joksim Markovi  (1885), Sava Antonovi  
and Petar Niketi  (1890), Mihailo Jovi  (1891), Luka Lazarevi  and Petar �replovi  
(1903), as well as a Serbian history textbook of unknown authors, printed in Pan evo 
in Austria-Hungary (1891). In terms of the amount and selection of the data they 
provide, as well as the way of shaping individual teaching units, there are signi cant 
differences between the analysed textbooks. Nevertheless, it can be concluded that 
the late medieval period of Serbian history in the mentioned textbooks is primarily 
described through the aspect of the struggle for power between Serbian dynasts, 
aristocrats and land lords. Such behaviour of theirs only bene ted the Ottomans and 
facilitated the conquest of the medieval Serbian state, which collapsed primarily 
due to Serbian discord. These narratives were viewed in the context of the pro-
claimed goals of the educational policy of that time (among which the development 
of Serbian patriotism and feelings of national unity had an important place), but also 
in the context of the contemporary con ict in Serbian historiography between the 
romanticist and critical scholars. In that con ict, the critical historiography won the 
 nal victory precisely in the period in which the mentioned textbooks were created, 
primarily on the topics that are the subject of analysis in this paper.

Keywords: history teaching, history textbooks, primary school, Kingdom 
of Serbia, Serbian medieval history, the Battle of the Maritsa River (1371), King 
Vuka�in, the Battle of Kosovo (1389), Prince Lazar, Serbian despots.




