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BERKASOVO (BEREKSZO) IN THE MIDDLE AGES

Abstract: The settlement of Berkasovo (Hungarian: Berekszd) in Srem (Syrmia) was
mentioned for the first time in written sources as a small Catholic parish in the register
of the papal tithe (1332-1335). Before the end of the 13t century Berkasovo became
a possession of a family which took its noble appellation from it. The Berekszoi family
owned the Berkasovo estate until 1480/81, when the male line of the family died out.
It is not known when the castle was erected on the estate, whose remains still exists
in the eastern part of the Berkasovo village. King Matthias gave the Berkasovo castle
and the appurtenant possessions (of which Szakadat, Hamissag, Kisberek and Varjas
are known by name) to the Serbian despot Vuk Grgurevi¢ Brankovi¢ before March 1482.
It seems that the settlement of Berkasovo had the status of a market town (oppidum)
during the late Middle Ages. After the death of Despot Vuk in 1485, the Berkasovo
castle and its estate were given in pledge to Vuk’s relatives Despot Burad Il and Jovan
Brankovi¢. During the first decades of the 16™ century Berkasovo was held by Despot
Jovan’s widow Jelena Jaksi¢ and her second husband Despot Ivanis Berislavi¢, and then
by their son Despot Stefan Berislavi¢. The Berkasovo castle was captured during the
Ottoman incursions in Srem in 1521 and 1526, and it seems that it was definitively
seized in March 1529. The castle was destroyed and did not have any military function
during the Ottoman rule in Srem. In the second half of the 16" century Berkasovo
(varos-i Berkas) was inhabited by the mixed Muslim and Christian, predominantly
Serbian population. During that period, as well as in the Middle Ages, the main
occupation of its inhabitants was agriculture — primarily grain growing and viticulture.

Keywords: Berkasovo (Berekszd), Srem (Syrmia), Vukovo (Valkd) county, Berekszoi
family, Serbian despots in Hungary, Privina Glava monastery, Berkasovo castle.

Berkasovo (Hungarian: Berekszd) is a settlement in the municipality of Sid in Srem
(Syrmia) near the Serbian-Croatian border. The settlement is located in the valley of
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the Sidina stream, under the west slopes of Fruska gora, where the Syrmian loess
plateau begins. The toponym is of Hungarian origin, a compound of two words: “berek”
(grove, thicket, a small wood) and “aszé” (periodic watercourse, dry streambed, valley,
ravine) — meaning a place with a grove or thicket near a brook.! This name fully
corresponds to the natural environment in which Berkasovo was founded. The first
preserved news about this medieval settlement dates back to the first half of the 14t
century. Berkasovo (Perukza, Borugzo, Berukzo, Berizo) was recorded as a parish in the
registers of the papal tithe, which was extraordinarily collected in Hungary during the
fourth decade of the 14t century (1332-1337). The Berkasovo parish of Saint King
Stephen belonged to the Archdeaconry of Marchia of the Diocese of Pécs, which
encompassed a total of 39 parishes in the eastern part of Valké (Vukovo) county. The
lists of papal tithe record the names of two parish priests in Berkasovo: the first one was
Peter (1332-1333), who was replaced by Valentine (1334-1335). It can be concluded
that Berkasovo was a relatively small and poor parish during the first half of the 14t
century. Namely, according to the total amount of 20.5 groats of papal tithe paid in
four years, Berkasovo occupied 23" place out of 39 parishes of the Archdeaconry of
Marchia.2 The largest and richest parishes of the mentioned archdeaconry were those
in urban centres llok/Ujlak and Eng, which paid a total of almost 400 groats of papal tithe
each during the same period. They were followed by five other larger parishes, some
of which were also in towns (e.g. two more in Eng and one in Nagyolaszi/Frankavilla)®
with total tithe amounts ranging between 150 and 70 groats. The next 12 parishes paid
between 69 and 30 groats of tithe for four years, and another 12 between 29 and 10
groats — this group includes Berkasovo. Parishes from which smaller amounts of papal

1 Zoltan Gombocz & Janos Melich, Magyar etymologiai szétdr. Lexicon critico-etymologicum
linguae hungaricae, t. |, (A—érdem), Budapest 1914-1930, 367; MNeTap CKoK, ,ToNoHOMacTMKa
BojsoanHe”, 36opHuk Mamuue cpricke 3a OpyuimseHe Hayke 2 (1951) 58; idem, Etimologijski
riecnik hrvatskoga ili srpskoga jezika, knj. 1, (A—J), Zagreb 1971, 138; Lajos Kiss, Féldrajzi nevek
etimoldgiai szétdra, t. |, (A—K), Budapest 1988, 199; JleoHa Xajayk & Bnagumup Xajayk,
bepkacoso: 00 ecnomosya 0o daHac, LUng 2003, 40.

2 Monumenta Vaticana historiam regni Hungariae illustrantia, t. 1/1, Budapest 1885, 243, 269,
281, 288, 301, 304, 307; Tivadar Ortvay, Magyarorszdg egyhdzi foldleirdsa a XIV. szdzad
elején a pdpai tizedjegyzékek alapjan feltiintetve, t. |, Budapest 1891, 278-282; Dezsé6 Csanki,
Magyarorszdg térténelmi féldrajza a Hunyadiak kordban, t. |l, Budapest 1894, 295; Georg
Heller & Karl Nehring, Comitatus Sirmiensis, Minchen 1973, 18-19; Pal Engel, , A torok
duldsok hatasa a népességre: Valkd megye példéja“, Szdzadok 134/2 (2000) 286.

3 During the 13t and 14" centuries Eng (Nagyeng) was one of the most important towns of the
Hungarian kingdom with three parishes, but the settlement later lost its importance due to
Ottoman devastation and in the second half of the 16 century it was recorded as a village
in the Grgurevci nahiye under the name Vengince. Nagyolaszi (Frankavilla), present-day
Mandelos, was also an important medieval urban settlement in Srem: P. Engel, , A torok
dulasok hatasa a népességre”, 271-272, 286, 289; Stanko Andri¢, ,,Samostan Svetog Kriza u
Frankavili (Mandelosu)”, “icmopujcku yaconuc 52 (2005) 33—77; Danijel Jelas, Gradovi donjeg
medurjecja Drave, Save i Dunava u srednjem vijeku, Slavonski Brod 2020, 56-60, 88—90.
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tithe were collected (between 9 and 5 groats for four years) were mostly without priests
during that period (vacat).*

It is not known when and how Berkasovo/Berekszé became the property of a noble
family that took its noble appellation from it. This, in all likelihood, happened before
the end of the 13t century. Namely, in a charter of the Ba&/Bacs chapter from 1297,
it is stated that the estate of Zath in Valkd county borders the possessions comitis
Stephani de Gara et Blasii filii Mauricii on the south side. The settlement of Sot (Zath)
is located east/northeast of Berkasovo, and the mentioned Baldzs is known from later
documents to have owned Berkasovo and Gibarac (Gibart) south of Berkasovo.® The
sons of Baldzs de Beregsov: Miklds (Nicholas), Péter and Istvan (Stephen) are listed in
a document of King Louis | from mid-September 1353. On that occasion, Miklds
Berekszoi was the king’s envoy who, together with a representative of the chapter of
K& (Banostor), investigated a dispute between their neighbours.® In the following years,
the Berekszdis themselves entered into disputes with their neighbours. For example,
in July 1368, the Hosszubacsi family sued Péter of Berekzou and the sons of Mihaly
(Michael) of Gybarth for illegally using of the land and collecting fruits from their
Hosszubdcs estate (now Bacinci southeast of Sid and Gibarac).”

The family possessions were held by the third generation of the Berekszais at the
beginning of the 15 century,? but the news about the settlement of Berkasovo from
that period is rare. One such piece of news concerned a lawsuit that Laszlé (Ladislaus)
Berekszdi, Istvan’s son, lost in a dispute with their neighbours, Master of the
Doorkeepers Janos (John) Tamasi and Lorand Kaplai and their wives.® At the beginning

4 Monumenta Vaticana, t. /1, 242-243, 269, 281-282, 287-288, 301-302, 304-305, 306—307;
on the Archdeaconry of Marchia see also: Bopuc CTojKoBCKH, ,,ApxrhakoHaTL 1 Kyne Ha Tay
cpearoBekoBHor Cpema“, in: CnomeHuya akademurka Munowa bnazojesuha (1930-2012),
ed. CuHmwa Muwwuh, Beorpag 2015, 204-207.

> Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Orszagos Levéltara, Budapest [=MNL OL], Diplomatikai Levéltdra
[=DL] 34091; Arpddkori tj okmdnytdr. Codex diplomaticus Arpadianus continuatus, t. Xll, ed.
Gusztav Wenzel, Pest 1874, 603—604, nr. 484; Diplomaticki zbornik Kraljevine Hrvatske,
Dalmacije i Slavonije. Codex diplomaticus regni Croatiae, Dalmatiae et Slavoniae, t. VII, ed.
Tadija Smiciklas, Zagreb 1909, 290, nr. 250. The mention of the possession of Istvan (Stephen)
Garai refers to HosszUbacs/Badinci: S. Andri¢, ,Samostan Svetog Kriza u Frankavili
(Mandelosu)”, 62-63, 72-73.

& MNL OL, Diplomatikai fényképgyljtemény [=DF] 265552; Anjou-kori oklevéltdr, t. XXXVII
(1353), ed. Eva B. Halasz, Budapest-Szeged 2018, 351, 376, nr. 579, 640.

7 MNL OL, DF 265673; Anjou-kori oklevéltdr, t. LIl (1368), ed. Ferenc Piti, Budapest—-Szeged
2023, 311, nr. 598.

8 Istvan of Berekzow had a son named Laszl6, who is mentioned as one of the possible royal
envoys during an introduction to the estate in Valkoé county in 1403: MNL OL, DL 33538.

° Janos Tamasi and Lorénd Kaplai (Serkei) married two sisters, Anna and Katalin (Catharine),
the daughters of Gyorgy Lackfi of Németi/Nijemci, the former ban of Madva (1392-1393):
MNL OL, DL 9023; Janos Karacsonyi, A magyar nemzetségek a XIV. szdzad kézepéig, t. Il,
Budapest 1901, 171, 177; Pal Engel, K6zépkori magyar genealdgia, Magyar Kozépkori
Adattar, CD-Rom, Budapest 2001, Herman nem 2. tabla: Lackfi.
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of February 1411, Tamasi’'s wife Anna with their son Henrik as well as Kaplai and his
wife Katalin acknowledged before the bans of Madva/Macso that LaszI6 of Berekzow
and his familiaris Istvan of Look had paid 300 florins for wounding and beating of one
of plaintiffs’ officials from Srem. The same were also charged with trespassing and
the acquisition of certain vineyard on the territory of the Berkasovo possession, which
had previously belonged to Imre (Emeric) of Vizkoz. Berekszdi and his familiaris, on
the other hand, declared that they considered the damages and injustices committed
against them to have not occurred and all their legal documents null and void.*° This
case shows that some part of the Berkasovo estate was not in the possession of the
Berekszdi, but belonged to other nobles. Four years later, on 16 January 1415, Pope
John XXIII granted indulgence to all those who, repenting and confessing their sins,
would visit the parish church of St. Stephen in Berckzow in the Diocese of Pécs on
great feasts and on the day of the dedication of the church (August 20) and contribute
to its maintenance. By all accounts, the pope granted that privilege upon the request
of LaszI6 Berekszéi and his wife Klara.!

The next generation of the Berekszodis entered the scene in the turbulent years
following the death of King Sigismund (1437).12 It seems that Frank Berekszdi was
mentioned in the available sources for the first time in 1439, when he issued a
document at his domain in Berkasovo (Berekzow).'* As a noble from Valké county,
Frank Berekszdi appears in several documents regarding various legal disputes and
procedures in that area. For example, he was present, as a bordering neighbour, during
the legal introduction of Miklds Szentpéteri and his son Janos into the possession of the
half of Hosszubacs/Bacdinci and several other villages (Kanota, Kdmand, Peklend and
Pegye) in Valkd county in the summer of 1444.%* Three years later, he was one of the
noble witnesses in a lawsuit regarding the occupation of some possessions in the same
county. However, the Berekszéi family did not own estates only in Vukovo/Valké
county, but also in some other areas in southern parts of Hungary. In 1448, Pal (Paul)
Zsamboki on behalf of his daughters and Frank Berekszéi on behalf of his cousin
(fratruelis) Laszld, the son of Miklds, on the one hand, and Gyérgy (George) Sulyok of

10 MNL OL, DL 9747; Zsigmondkori oklevéltdr, t. I, (1411-1412), ed. Elemér Malyusz, Budapest
1993, 94, nr. 107.

11 On the same day, Pope John XXIII authorised the confessor of Laszlé of Beretkzow and his
wife Klara to grant them a full absolution and allowed them to use a portable altar:
Zsigmondkori oklevéltdr, t. V, (1415-1416), ed. Elemér Malyusz, Budapest 1997, 77-78, nr.
82, 85, 86.

12 The family connection between Miklds and Frank and the previous generations of the
Berekszoi family has not been established with certainty. According to Pal Engel, it is possible
that Miklds and Frank were the sons of Laszl6 and grandsons of Istvan Berekszoi: P. Engel,
Kézépkori magyar genealdgia, tab. Berekszéi (Valkd m).

13.0n 30 April 1439, Frank of Berekszé confirmed that the noble Istvan of Gyula would take
Dorottya (Dorothea), daughter of Domokos (Dominic) Matucsinai, as his wife, or he would
face a duel: MNL OL, DF 260006.

4 MNL OL, DL 265602.

15 MNL OL, DL 14050.
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Lekcse on behalf of his sons and brother, on the other, concluded an agreement before
the Bacs/Bac chapter. They adopted each other and thus mutually transferred the
property rights to their estates. They would together own and enjoy their possessions,
with the provision that if one family dies, then the other inherits the estates of the
extinct family. Apart from Berkasovo in Valkd/Vukovo county, the chapter document
lists BAncsa Szent-L6rinc in Bacs/Backa, Mundr and Gedds in Csdnad/Cenad, as well as
Kakat and Tétkakat in Temes/Timis counties as possessions of the Berekszdis.®

At that time Frank Berekszoi was already in the service of the Serbian ruler Despot
Durad (George) Brankovi¢, who had vast estates throughout Hungary. Namely,
according to a charter of the Hungarian Estates, issued on 13 March 1450, Despot
Durad captured Janos Hunyadi after the defeat of the Hungarian army in the conflict
with the Ottomans on the Kosovo field in 1448, acting upon the persuasion of his
wife, sons and several familiares, including Frank of Berekszé. The despot released
Hunyadi only after he handed over the fortress of Ersomlyé (present-day Vriac) in
Krassé/Caras county with its appurtenances to the Serbian ruler, as well as several
charters pertaining to other estates and rights, and having left his elder son Laszlo
Hunyadi as a hostage in Smederevo in his stead.' It is hard to say what the real role
of Frank Berekszdi and other accused noblemen was in those events, but it looks like
the purpose of these accusations and trials was to give a legal basis for the
forthcoming confiscation of the possessions of the Serbian monarch and his familiares
in Hungary.’®* We do not know what duties Frank of Berekszd performed in the
despot’s service. A little later, he was the vice count of Valké county (1452—-1456).1°

16 MINL OL, DF 252613.

7 The charter of the Hungarian Estates resulted from a litigation instituted by Governor Janos
Hunyadi against LaszI6 Pataki, one of the officials of Despot Burad in Hungary: Serviciul
Judetean Cluj al Arhivelor Nationale ale Romaniei, colectia Kemény Jozsef, Diplomatarium
autographum, now kept in Biblioteca Centrala Universitara ,Lucian Blaga” Cluj-Napoca,
colectii speciale, colectia Kemény, nr. 104; MNL OL, DF 253500; Anekcangap Kpctuh, ,,Mpunor
buorpadmju Benmkor Bojsoge Muxanna Anhenosuha®, 36opHuKk padosa BuzaHmosowkKoz
uHcmumyma 52 (2015) 361-366, 369-373.

18 As LaszI6 Pataki rejected Hunyadi’s accusations, the Hungarian Diet scheduled a duel of their
representatives for 11 June 1450. It is not known what happened next in that case, nor how the
trials against the other defendants, including Frank Berekszoéi, went. In 1450 and 1451 Despot
DPurad was deprived of a number of his estates in Hungary, but part of them were returned after
the reconciliation between the Hunyadi and the Brankovic¢ families on 7 August 1451: A. Kpctuh,
,Mpunor uorpadumjn”, 370-371; see also: Momumno Cnpemuh, ecnom bypah bpaHkosuh u
He2080 006a, beorpapg, 1994, 344-346, 349-351, 365—-366; Hophe bybano, ,Moceam cpnckmx
aecnota y oabpambeHnm nnaHosMma KpasbeBuHe Yrapcke 1458. u 1459. roguue”, in: Mad
Cpricke decriomosuHe 1459. 2zo0uHe, ed. Momuuno Cnpemuh, beorpag 2011, 232-234.

¥ MNL OL, DL 14556, 14566, DF 268855; Pal Engel, Magyarorszdg vildgi archontoldgidja 1301—
1457, Budapest 1996, t. I, 222; t. ll, 32; Petar Seletkovi¢, ,Velikasi i Zupanije donjeg
medurje¢ja Drave, Save i Dunava od razdoblja vladavine Zigmunda Luksembur$kog prema
kraju srednjeg vijeka: odnosi mo¢i“, in: Lokalna vlast i samouprava u povijesti Slavonije,
Srijema i Baranje, ed. Ana Rajkovi¢ Peji¢ & Domagoj Tomas, Slavonski Brod—Osijek 2024, 79.
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Frank was last mentioned in sources at the beginning of October 1458 together with
his cousin Laszl6.2°

On 31 August 1467, King Matthias Corvinus ordered the K& (Banostor) chapter to
introduce Gyorgy Sulyok of Lekcse with his sons and brother Andras (Andrew) into the
possession of a number of estates in the counties of Backa/Bacs, Bodrog, Baranja/
Baranya, Srem/Szerém, Vukovo/Valko, Cenad/Cséanad and Timis/Temes. The Sulyok
family had claimed rights to these estates based on previous contracts with Pal
Zsamboki, Gyorgy Sulyok’s son-in-law Jakab Morhat of Szanto,?* as well as with the
Berekszdis. On 22 September of the same year, the chapter informed the king that
they had carried out his order. Among other procedures, ad facies possessionis Berekzo
et similiter suarum pertinenciarum they introduced the Sulyoks into the possession of
the said estate of Laszlo Bereksz6i.?? Over the following years the Berekszéi and Sulyok
families continued to jointly own the Berkasovo estate. In October 1472, Laszlo
Berekszdi and Gyorgy Sulyok of Lekcse were among the neighbours present at the
introduction of Margit Szilagyi, the wife of Ban Matyus (Matthias) Mardti, into the
possession of the Atya estate (Atya/Vocin is present-day Sarengrad).

Laszl6 Berekszdi subsequently died without issue, while his uncle Frank left behind
a son named Gyorgy and a daughter, Katalin (Catherine), who was married to Janos
Récsényi, a noble from Nitra/Nyitra county.?* Gyoérgy Berekszdéi held the Berkasovo
estate back in the early autumn of 1480. On 26 September, before the Bosnian
chapter, Berekszdi transferred the possessions of Szakadat (Zakadath), Hamissag
(Hamissagh), Kisberek (Kysberek) and Varjas (Waryas) in Valké county to his sister
Katalin, the wife of Janos Récsényi, as her dowry.? In the second half of the 16t
century Szakadat was an abandoned settlement (mezra‘a-i Sikadat) which belonged
to the Bapska village (medieval Babafalva). Bruce McGowan identified it with the
toponym Sikoman south-east of Sarengrad, while P4l Engel believed that the
settlement was located south of Bapska and north of Berkasovo. According to the
Ottoman defter of 1568, the village of Hamisak, i. e. Hamissag, was situated in the

200n 4 October 1458, Frank and Lészl6 de Berekzo were among the nobles who, before Miklos
Ujlaki, the ban of Macva/Macsd, supported the lawsuit of Andras Alifanti of Vizkoz against
Janos of Vizkoz for various acts of violence and damage that the defendant, together with
his serfs and familiares, committed on the plaintiff's estates: MNL OL, DL 34213.

21 Since Jakab (Jacob) Morhat had married Sulyok’s daughter Borbala (Barbara), Gyorgy, also
in the name of his brother Andras, gave to Jakab the possessions of Cheb, Kyscheb, Wyfalw,
Gewd, Zylwas, Janusfalva, Lwkafalwa, Thorsathelke, Thegefalwa, Balynthkyrthe as well as
Erws, Thethes, Kenyeres, Parazthy, Beldzenthmiiklos, Medenczes in Bacs, Jadwa, Indya in
Srem, Zantho, Bwdy in Bodrog and Orew in Baranya counties: MNL OL, DL 46110, DF 252613.

2 MINL OL, DL 46110, DF 252613.

2 VINL OL, DL 17271; see also: Stanko Andri¢, ,,Srednjovekovni Sarengrad i njegovi gospodari“,
Povijesni prilozi 23 (2002) 50.

24 P, Engel, K6zépkori magyar genealdgia, tab. Berekszoi (Valkd m). Récsény is present-day
RisSnovce northwest from Nitra in Slovakia.

% MNL OL, DL 95410.
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vicinity of Dolnji Berak, which was also located next to Gornji Berak. The villages of
Dolnji and Gornji Berak, identified as the medieval settlements of Berki and Kisberki
(Kisberek), were situated northwest of Berkasovo, where a locality named Berak can
still be found.? Reports from the very end of the 17" and the beginning of the 18"
centuries show that the village of Amisag was next to Berkasovo, i.e. near the locality
of Despotovac, which stretches east and northeast of the present settlement.?” All
this points to the conclusion that Pal Engel rightly located Hamissag north of
Berkasovo and east of Berak.?® Perhaps Varjas can be identified with the Virjaca valley
north and west of Berkasovo.?

In the span of next two years Gyorgy Berekszoi died without a male heir,*° which
enabled King Matthias to take over his estates and then hand them over to other
nobles. The king soon gave the Berkasovo castle and its estate to the Serbian despot
Vuk Grgurevié¢ Brankovi¢. We learn about that royal donation from the charter of King
Matthias issued to Burad Il Brankovi¢, Vuk’s successor at the position of Serbian
despot in Hungary, and his brother Jovan (John), dated 13 February 1486.3! Despot
Vuk came over to Hungary at the invitation of King Matthias in the second half of
1464. The king officially recognised or confirmed Vuk’s despot title, and he was
included in the range of Hungarian barons, receiving possessions in the southern parts
of the kingdom for his military merits on several occasions. Despot Vuk probably got
his first possessions soon after arriving in Hungary. We know that he resided in the
castle of Kupinik (K6lpény) on the Sava in Srem/Szerém county, which had been

%6 Bruce McGowan, Sirem Sancagi Mufassal Tahrir Defteri, Ankara 1983, Ixxxvii—Ixxxix, 38—39,
54-55, 63—65; Pal Engel, Magyarorszdg a kdzépkor végén. Digitdlis térkép és adatbdzis a
kézépkori Magyar Kirdlysdg telepiiléseirdl. [Hungary in the Late Middle Ages. Digital vector
map and attaching database about the settlements and landowners of medieval Hungary],
Bolcsészettudomanyi Kutatokdzpont Torténettudomanyi Intézet, Budapest 2021.

27 Mapko Jauos, Cpem Ha nipesiomy dea eexa (XVII-XVIII). Sirmio tra i secoli XVIl e XVIII, Beorpag,
1990, 25, 27-28, 95, 98; /1. Xajayk & B. Xajayk, bepkacoso, 39-40.

28 P, Engel, Magyarorszdg a kézépkor végén.

2 Habsburg Empire (1869-1887) — Third Military Survey (1:25000), https://mapire.eu/en/map/
thirdsurvey25000; Topografska karta 1:25000, sekcija Backa Palanka 4-1. Varjas, the
possession of the Berekszoéi family, was probably not identical with the eponymous
settlement in Valko county, located in the vicinity of Nijemci/Németi. That Varjas belonged
to the estate of Szentl6rinc, which was in the possession of the Garai family and then of the
Gerébs: P. Engel, Magyarorszdg a kézépkor végén.

30p, Engel, K6zépkori magyar genealdgia, tab. Berekszdi (Valko m.)

31 Castrum nostrum Bereczd vocatum in Comitatu de Valko habitum, quod alias fidelis noster
illustris quondam Wok consimiliter despotus ex nostra donatione et inscriptione tenuit et
possedit: Georgius Pray, Annales requm Hungariae: ab anno Christi CMXCVII ad annum
MDLXIV, t. IV, Vindobonae 1767, 185-186; Jozsef Teleki, Hunyadiak kora Magyarorszdagon,
t. XIlI, Pesten 1857, 303—304; Dusanka Dini¢-KneZevi¢, ,,Sremski Brankovici“, IstraZivanja 4
(1975) 9; AnekcaHngap Kpctuh, bsrazosepHa 2ocrnoda u caasHe 2ocriohe: cmyduje o 6pa4Hoj
noaumuyu, 0pywmeeHoOM rosaoxajy u noceduma cpricke eaume 'y Yeapckoj (XV-XVI eek), |
0eo: bpaHkosuhu, Jakwuhu u beamyxesuhu, beorpag 2025, 47-48, 79-80.
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previously possessed by his grandfather Despot Durad.?? He also held the Irig (Ireg)
castle in the same county, but it is not known exactly when he acquired it.>* In 1470,
King Matthias rewarded him with the castle of Feyérké, i.e. Bela Stena (Bijela Stijena)
in Krizevci/Koros county in Slavonia. Probably at the same time, Despot Vuk acquired
Tottésevina (Titusevina), a complex of possessions partly in KriZzevci, partly in Zagreb
county. In 1482, King Matthias donated him the castles of Komogoyno (present-day
Komogovina) and Gradisa (Gradusa) in Zagreb county with their appurtenances, as
well as the castle of Kostajnica (Kosztajnica) with its estate in the same county.3
Serbian historian Aleksa lvi¢, who dealt in detail with the history of Serbs in Hungary
at the beginning of the 20t century, believed that Despot Vuk received Berkasovo in
1474, when King Matthias rewarded nobles who distinguished themselves in the war
with the Poles. According to Antonio Bonfini, Despot Vuk and the Jaksi¢ brothers were
among those awarded at that time.*® Such dating of Vuk’s acquisition of Berkasovo
was accepted and repeated in some other historiographical works.*®* However, we
have seen that the previous owner, Gyorgy Berekszdi, still held this estate in late
September 1480.3” Despot Vuk certainly acquired Berkasovo before March 1482,

32 As Wok despotus de Kewlpen he was mentioned in a document from September 1476: MNL
OL, DL 74528; A. Kpctuh, bnazosepHa 2ocnoda u cnasHe 2ocnohe, 41-47; of previous
historiography works on Despot Vuk, see also: Anekca Usuh, Ucmopuja Cpba y BojsoduHu
00 Hajcmapujux epemeHa 00 0CHUBAHA MOMUCKO-NoMopuwike epaHuye (1703), Hosu Cap,
1929, 16-26; Cuma hmpkosuh, ,,0 aecnoTy Byky Iprypesuhy”, 36opHuk Mamuue cpricke 3a
nuKosHe ymemHocmu 6 (1971) 285-287; idem, ,Cprnicka Bnactena y 6opbu 3a o6HoByY
[ecnoTtoBuHe”, in: Mcmopuja cprickoe HapoOda, Kib. I, ed. JosaHka Kanuh, beorpag 1982,
376-377; D. Dini¢-Knezevi¢, ,Sremski Brankovi¢i“, 6-18; KatapuHa MuTposuh, ,Byk
Iprypesuh nsmehy Mexmepaa Il u Matnje KopsuHa“, bpaHuyescku enacHuk 2 (2004) 19-33;
Momuuno Cnpemuh, ,Cpricku gecnotu y Cpemy”, in: Cpem Kpo3 seKosge: cr0jesu Kyamypa
®pywke 2ope u Cpema, ed. Mnogpar Matuukm, beorpag—beounH 2007, 47-55; Nenad
Obradovi¢, ,Jedna karijera na ugarsko-osmanskoj granici pred kraj XV veka. Despot Vuk
Grgurevic¢ kao jajacki ban”, Historijska misao 9 (2023) 47-66.

33 Despot Vuk wrote a letter to Sultan Bayezid Il in Irig on 27 June 1483: Hukona Pagojuvh, ,Met
nucama c Kpaja XV Beka“, JymHocnoeeHcku ¢unonoz 20/1-4 (1953-1954) 353-354;
Bnagumup Monomau, Cpncku kao ounaomamcku jeauk y XV u XVI seky. ®unonowku
npucmyn, Kparyjesay, 2023, 133; KatapuHa Mwutposuh, ,lMeT nucama gecnoTta Byka
Iprypesuha”, bpaHuyescku enacHuk 3—4 (2004—2005) 78-79.

3% A, Kpctuh, BrazosepHa 2ocrnioda u caasHe 2ocnohe, 48-50, where sources and previous
historiography works are listed.

35 Antonius de Bonfinis, Rerum Ungaricarum decades, t. IV, ed. losephus Fogel, Béla Ivanyi &
Ladislaus Juhdsz, Budae 1941, 59; A. Usuh, Mcmopuja Cpba y BojeoduHu, 18; Snezana Bozani¢
& Milica Kisi¢-Bozi¢, ,,0 prvoj generaciji JakSi¢a na tlu juzne Ugarske — Stefanu i Dmitru u delu
Rerum ungaricarum decades”, Godisnjak Filozofskog fakulteta u Novom Sadu 41/2 (2016) 123.

36 lywan MNonosuh, ,BojsoanHa y Typcko aAoba“, in: BojeoduHa |, 09 Hajcmapujux epemeHa 4o
Benuke ceobe, Hosu Cap 1939, 158, 166; /1. Xajaoyk & B. Xajayk, bepkacoso, 37, 38.

37 MNL OL, DL 95410. A. lvi¢ made another mistake when stating that King Matthias was
camping by Berkasovo in August 1476, where Despot Vuk brought him 300 captured Turks
after the victory over Ali Bay near the Danube: A. MBuh, Uicmopuja Cpba y BojeoduHu, 21. lvi¢
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when Stefan (or Istvan) Vitez was mentioned as his castellan of the same castle.®® It
is also the earliest known information about the fortification in Berkasovo. It is not
known exactly when it was erected.

The remains of the castle, known as Despotovac and Sanac,® are located on the
eastern edge of the Berkasovo settlement. The fortification was built on a low, partly
artificial hill that faces the valley on one side and rests on a wavy plateau on the other.
Today, only two irregular, approximately semi-circular plateaus surrounded by a deep
ditch and an earthen rampart can be seen. The rampart itself was protected by a ditch
on the southwest side. In addition, another rampart protects the northern plateau on
its eastern side.* The plan and description of the Berkasovo fortification left by Count
Luigi Ferdinando Marsigli, who saw its remains at the end of the 17*" century, show that
even at that time there were very few preserved parts of the fort.*! (Fig. 2) It was later

misinterpreted a note of L. Thalléczy and A. Aldasy that Judge Royal Istvan Bathori addressed
a letter to King Matthias from the camp near Berekszé on August 16, 1476: Lajos Thalléczy
& Antal Aldasy, A Magyarorszdg és Szerbia kézti 6sszekittetések oklevéltdra 1198-1526,
Magyarorszag melléktartomanyainak oklevéltara 2, Budapest 1907, 269. However, Thalléczy
and Aldasy were also wrong, because Bathori did not stay in Berekszo at that time, but in
Berecki in Transylvania: lvan Nagy & Albert Nyary, Magyar diplomacziai emlékek Matyds
kirdly korabol 1458-1490, t. Il, Budapest, 1877, 321-323; Richard Horvath & Tibor Neumann,
Ecsedi Bdtori Istvdn. Egy katonabdré életpdlydja (1458—-1493), Budapest 2012, 143; the king
was in Buda at that time: Richard Horvath, Itineraria regis Matthiae Corvini et reginae
Beatricis de Aragonia (1458—[1476]-1490), Budapest 2011, 104; see also Tamas Palosfalvi,
From Nicopolis to Mohdcs: A History of Ottoman-Hungarian Warfare, 1389-1526, Leiden—
Boston 2018, 257-258.

38 The introduction of the Geréb of Vingart brothers into the possession of the Atya estate in
March 1482 was attended by the neighbours, represented by the judge of llok/Ujlak on
behalf of Duke Lérinc Ujlaki and egregio Stephano Wythez, castellano castri Berekzo in illustris
Wok dezpoti et Stephano Porkolab de Bwky in egregii Georgii Swlyok de Lekche dominorum
scilicet ipsorum personis: MNL OL, DL 18615; Petar Rokai, Istorija porodice Maroti (doctoral
dissertation, ®unosodckn dakyntet beorpaa, 1983), 419; S. Andri¢, ,Srednjovjekovni
Sarengrad i njegovi gospodari“, 51. The word “porkoldb” in Hungarian means castellan.
Although the office of Gyorgy Sulyok’s representative was not mentioned in the document,
it is possible that he still held his part of the Berkasovo estate at that time.

39 The locals also call it Turski sesir (“the Turkish hat”): /1. Xajayk & B. Xajayk, bepkacogo, 40.

40 pynond Wmut & Byphe bowkosuh, ,CpearbeBeKOBHN rpasoBu y BojsognHn®, in: BojeoduHa
1, 00 Hajcmapujux spemeHa 0o Benuke ceobe, Hosu Cag 1939, 318, tab. Il, fig. 3-4, 322, fig.
17; http://spomenicikulture.mi.sanu.ac.rs/spomenik.php?id=1290 (accessed 7. April 2025).

41 “A fortress of very strong construction, situated on a high hill near the village of Amasa [i. e.
Amisag/Hamissag — A. K.] in Sirmium itself. It consists of two areas, both of which are surrounded
by very strong ramparts, and although they are planted on all sides with dense trees, which
sufficiently prove their antiquity, they are nevertheless still very prominent, as is more clearly
seen from the profile. The ruins of the walls ([marked with] g g g [on the plan]) which still remain
in the larger area, make it possible to believe that a castle building once stood there”: Luigi
Ferdinando Marsigli, Danubius Pannonico-mysicus: observationibus geographicis, astronomicis,
hydrographicis, historicis, physicis, perlustratus et in sex tomos digestus. T. 2, Antiquitates
romanae militares ad ultramque ripam Danubii, Hagee Comitum — Amstelodami 1726, 47, tab.
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further devastated. According to some reports, during the 18t and 19* centuries bricks
and stones from the Berkasovo castle were used for the construction of the Roman
Catholic church in Kukujevci and the palace and other objects on the estate of the Greek
Catholic bishops in Sid.*2 Since no archaeological research has been carried out on the
Berkasovo castle so far, it is difficult to say anything more specific about its appearance
and construction. However, it seems that the castle had two separate parts that stood
on the aforementioned plateaus and were connected to each other by a bridge. The
earthen ramparts were most likely fortified with palisades.*? (Fig. 3 and Fig. 4)

In 1482 Despot Vuk donated to his wife Barbara Frankapan (Frangepan) the biggest
part of his estates in Krizevci/Kérds and Zagreb counties — the castle of Fejérké (Bela
Stena / Bijela Stijena) and the complex of possessions named Tottdsevina. This
donation, made to secure Barbara in case of his death, was confirmed by King Matthias
in the same year, and then again, after Vuk passed away, in 1485. The despot also gave
his wife some property rights to Kostajnica in Zagreb county and Berkasovo in Valkd
county, and after Vuk’s death Barbara handed these castles to King Matthias. In return,
the king bestowed her with the castles of Komogovina and Gradusa in Zagreb county
and their appurtenances, which previously also belonged to Despot Vuk.*

After the death of Despot Vuk Grgurevi¢ on 16 April 1485, King Matthias invited
his relatives Durad and Jovan, who were in the service of Emperor Friedrich lll, to
come to Hungary. burad was appointed despot and he was obliged to lead and equip
the detachment of 1000 hussars. They arrived in Srem with their mother Angelina
and the relics of their father Saint Stefan the Blind and settled in Kupinik in February

20, fig. IX. On Marsigli and his activity in the Danubian region, including Srem, see: AnekcaHgap
Fajuh, ,Jlynhu ®. Mapcusbm 1 cpemcku cektop [yHasa y aeny Danubius Pannonico-Mysicus”,
Ucmpaxcusara 24 (2014) 149-159; Bnagnumup Muxajnosuh, Ha epaHuyama bankaHa. /1.
®. Mapcureu u pumcka 6awmuHa (1683—-1701), beorpag 2018, 56-61, 89-121, with the
previous literature.

42 |lija Okrugi¢ Sriemac, ,,Povjestnicke crtice Sriema glede njegovieh znamenitostih i u njemu se
nahodedih starinah”, Arkiv za povjestnicu jugoslavensku 4 (1857) 212; P. LUmuT & . Bowkosuh,
,CpeatbeBekoBHM rpasosu y BojsoanHun®, 306; /1. Xajoyk & B. Xajayk, bepkacoso, 39.

4 Purde Boskovi¢ doubted that the Berkasovo castle ever had walls, suggesting the possibility
that it was only an earthen palisade fortification: P. LUmuTt & B. Bowkosuh, ,CpesHeBeKOBHU
rpagosu y Bojsogunn®, 318, 329, n. 61. His opinion is later repeated in some other works.
However, the testimonies of Marsigli and Okrugli¢, who also mentions piles of stones on the
site of the fortification and around it, bricks that Boskovi¢ also found, as well as the term
castrum used in medieval documents for the Berkasovo fortification, prove that the core of
the castle must have been built of solid material. (Fig. 1 and Fig. 3)

4 Hrvatski drzavni arhiv, Zagreb, Documenta mediaevalia varia, nr. 512, 513, 529; MNL OL,
DF 218997, 218998, 219015; Marko Mesi¢, ,Gradja mojih razprava u Radu”, Starine JAZU 5
(1873) 122-125; D. Dini¢-Knezevic, ,,Sremski Brankovici“, 18; M. Cnpemuh, ,,Cpncku gecnoTm
y Cpemy“, 53-54; Marija Karbic, ,,PoloZaj pripadnica visokog plemstva u hrvatskim zemljama.
Primjer Barbare Frankapan®, Zbornik Odsjeka za povijesne znanosti Zavoda za povijesne i
drustvene znanosti HAZU 30 (2012) 147-148; A. Kpctuh, braeosepHa 2ocnoda u ciasHe
2ocrnohe, 54-55.
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1486.% At the same time, on 13 February 1486, King Matthias gave them, among
other donations and rewards, the castle of Berekszo in Valkd county in pledge for
12,000 gold forints, hoping that the brothers would faithfully serve him, the kingdom
and all of Christendom. The royal charter emphasises that the Berkasovo castle was
reverted to the crown after Despot Vuk had died without offspring (per mortem et
defectum seminis). The castle was transferred to Despot Durad and Jovan Brankovic¢
together with all appurtenant possessions and rights (cum omnibus districtibus,
oppidis, villis, possessionibus, prediis, portionibusque, ac iuribus possessionariis), but
the donation charter does not list them by name and in detail. So, it is not known
whether any other possessions belonged to the Berkasovo castle, apart from the
settlement of the same name and the villages of Kisberek, Szakadat, Hamissag and
Varjas in the vicinity of Berkasovo, parts of which Gyorgy Berekszoi handed over to
his sister Katalin as a dowry in September 1480. Instead, the royal charter contains
standard phrases enumerating all the types of immovable property that make up a
single estate (that is, arable land, cultivated and uncultivated, fields, meadows,
pastures, woods, forests, mountains, valleys, vineyards and vineyard ridges, rivers,
ponds, fisheries, watercourses, mills and their places, etc).*®

It is believed that the settlement of Berkasovo had the status of a market town
(oppidum, Hungarian: mezdévaros) in the late Middle Ages, but there is no direct
information about this in preserved medieval sources.*’ This conclusion is most likely
correct, not only because the royal charter from 1486 mentions some oppida in
general as part of the Berkasovo estate (which may just be a common legal phrase).
After the Ottoman conquest of Srem, during the second half of the 16t century,
Berkasovo indeed had the status of a varos (a semi-urban settlement inhabited
predominantly by a Christian population that largely lived off agriculture).*® Using and
partially modifying the methodology for assessing the degree of urbanisation of
medieval settlements in Hungary established by Andras Kubinyi,*® Danijel Jelas
concluded that Berkasovo did not have the role of a central place. Of the ten criteria

4 Jby6omup CrojaHosuh, Cmapu cprcku podocsaosu u semonucu, Cpemckn Kapnosum 1927,
254-255, 297; A. Usuh, Ucmopuja Cpba y BojeoduHu, 32; D. Dini¢-Knezevi¢, ,Sremski
Brankovici“, 28-29; Cuma Rupkosuh, ,Mocnearun BpaHkosuhu®, in: Ucmopuja cpnckoe
Hapooa, ll, ed. JoBaHka Kanuh, beorpag 1982, 445-446; M. Cnpemuh, ,Cpncku gecnotu y
Cpemy*“, 55-56; Snezana Bozanic, ,, The Political and Cultural Life of Despot Dorde Brankovi¢ in
Syrmia“, in: The cultural and historical heritage of Vojvodina in the context of classical and
medieval studies, ed. Dura Hardi, Novi Sad 2015, 192-196; CseTnaHa TomuH, Bnaduka Makcum
bpaHkosuh, Hou Cag 2007, 13; A. Kpctuh, baazosepHa 2ocrnioda u criasHe eocriohe, 79—-80.

46 G. Pray, Annales requm Hungariae, t. 1V, 185-186; J. Teleki, Hunyadiak kora Magyarorszdgon,
t. XIl, 303-304.

47 P. Engel, Magyarorszdg a kézépkor végén; D. Jelas, Gradovi donjeg medurjecja, 40-41.

48 B. McGowan, Sirem Sancadi Mufassal Tahrir Defteri, 26-28; On that type of settlements
see: Nenad Moacanin, Slavonija i Srijem u razdoblju osmanske vladavine, Slavonski Brod
2001, 59-62, 65-70.

4 Andras Kubinyi, Vdrosfejlédés és vdsdrhdlozat a kbzépkori Alféldon és az Alféld szélén, Szeged
2000.
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for determining the function of a central place in a particular settlement, which
Kubinyi quantified, Jelas found only four (fortress and lordly residence, parish, good
location of the settlement as a traffic junction®® and legal status of a market town
after 1490). Therefore, he placed Berkasovo in the penultimate, 6" category: average
market towns and villages with market characteristics.* Although the history of
Berkasovo under the Ottoman rule is beyond the scope of our topic, in the absence of
medieval sources regarding economic activity and incomes on this estate, it is useful
to refer to the data provided by the Ottoman tax registers (defters) of the Srem sanjak
from the second half of the 16™ century. During that period the largest part of income
from the varos-i Berkas came from agricultural production — primarily grain growing
and viticulture. The situation was certainly the same during the late Middle Ages. In
1568, the Muslims of Berkasovo (14 families) held 39,5 déniim or around 3.63 hectares
of vineyards in total in its area. At the same time, the wine tithe of the vineyards held
by 21 Christian (mostly Serbian) families that lived in Berkasovo was 152 pinte.>> Most
wheat, then mixed grain (barley and rye) were grown, and to a much lesser degree
oats and millet. Of other crops, flax and hemp, vegetables (lentils, peas, cabbage and
onions — just to mention the Old-World species) and some fruits were cultivated in
Berkasovo during the second half of the 16" century. Taxes on hay and gardens and
firewood were also paid, as well as on sheep, pigs and beehives. There were also
several watermills in the territory of Berkasovo during the same period.>

01n a document from 1377 on the demarcation of the Hosszubdacs/Bacinci and Gibarac estates,
two public roads are mentioned — one between Bacinci and Berkasovo and the other
connecting Gibarac and llok, the latter most likely also via Berkasovo and Sot: MNL OL, DF,
265580; Danijel Jelas, Rekonstrukcija srednjovjekovne urbane mreZe Vukovske Zupanije na
temelju analize centralnih funkcija (doctoral disertation, Filozofski fakultet Zagreb, 2018, 83),
137, 190; on that document see: S. Andri¢, ,Samostan Svetog Kriza u Frankavili (Mandelosu)“,
70-74. Via Gibarac, Berkasovo was connected to the main road that went from Sremska
Mitrovica to Vukovar. The road connecting Voéin/Atya (Sarengrad) and Morovié¢/Marét also
passed through Berkasovo. One road led from Berkasovo to Opatovac/Apati in the northwest
and another to Ilinci/Szentillye in the southwest: D. Jelas, ibidem, 85-86, 98, 127-128, 156—
157,171-172, 193, 209.

51 D. Jelas, Rekonstrukcija srednjovjekovne urbane mreZe Vukovske Zupanije, 85—-86.

52 The exact surface area of their vineyards is not known. There are different opinions among
the scholars about the size of the pinte used in the sanjak of Srem at that time. According to
Bruce McGowan, it equals 5,6 |, while Nenad Moacanin believes that its volume is around 10
litres: Bruce McGowan, ,,Food Supply and Taxation on the Middle Danube (1568-1579)",
Archivum Ottomanicum 1 (1969) 173, n. 54; N. Moacanin, Slavonija i Srijem, 160-161.

3 B. McGowan, Sirem Sancadi Mufassal Tahrir Defteri, 26—-28; He6ojwa LUyneTtuh, Cpemcku
caHyak y XVI eeky (doctoral disertation, ®unosodckum dakyntet beorpag, 2013), 163, 165,
256; HeHapg Nemajuh, ,,ArpapHu ogHOCK 1 pa3Boj nosbonpuspese y Cpemy nonosmuHom XVI
BeKa“, Ucmpaxusara 15 (2004) 88. Cf. also the registers of Berkasovo from 1698 and 1702
and the then structure of arable land, vineyards, meadows and forests, cultivated cereals
and domestic animals (including horses and cattle, which were not taxed nor registered
during the Ottoman period): M. Jayos, Cpem Ha npesnomy 08a eeka, 9, 15.
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Despite the royal donation to the Brankovi¢ brothers, the heirs of the Berekszoéi
family did not renounce claims to their former estates. In the lawsuit brought before
the royal court in Buda on 19 December 1492, Janos Récsényi appeared as the plaintiff
on his own behalf and on behalf of his wife Katalin, daughter of Frank Berekszoéi, while
Istvan Herman of Pethresfalwa appeared as the defendant pro illustribus Georgio et
Johanne Rascie despotis.>* The Serbian despots were accused of occupying parts of
the possessions of Zakad, Hanussag, Berk and Waryas in Valké county, which
consisted the dowry and the “maiden quarters” of the aforementioned lady Katalin.
The parties agreed to continue the litigation before Istvan Hassagyi, the prothonotary
of the royal court, on 13 May 1493. Judge Royal Istvan Bathori issued a document on
this, also ordering Despots Durad and Jovan to pay a fine of 200 gold forints if they
would not appear at the hearing.>®> However, as Hassagyi had been killed in the
meantime, the Serbian despots did not want to continue the lawsuit before another
judge or protonotary, which is why the plaintiff Récsényi protested before the Buda
chapter on 14 May 1493.%®

Although the royal charter from 1486 stipulated that the king or his heirs could
take back the castle if they paid the Brankovi¢ brothers the sum of 12,000 gold forints,
the Berkasovo estate remained in the possession of the despots over the following
decades. After the death of Despot Jovan in December 1502, it passed into the hands
of his widow, Despotissa Jelena (Helena, Hung. llona) Jaksié. In September and
October 1503 one of her officials, provisor Stephanus, was present as a witness during
the introduction of Treasurer Zsigmond (Sigismund) Ernuszt, the bishop of Pécs, and
his brother Janos of Cakovec/Csaktornya into the possession of the estates in Valké
county which previously belonged to the late Palatine Péter Geréb. The village of
Sot/Szat was among the possessions that Bishop Zsigmond and his brother gained,
and that settlement is neighbouring to Berkasovo. So, it is an indirect evidence of
Despotissa Jelena’s ownership of Berkasovo at that time.”” The mentioned official
was the provisor curiae, which means that he administered the estate and collected
its revenues.>® However, in the autumn of 1503 King Wladislaus Il appointed the
Croatian nobleman Ivanis Berislavi¢ (Janos Beriszld) of Grabarje as the new Serbian

%4 Jovan acquired the title of despot in 1491, most likely as a result of the reconciliation of the
Brankovi¢ brothers with the new Hungarian king Wladislaus II: A. Kpctuh, baazosepHa
2ocrnoda u cnasHe 2ocrohe, 86—89.

5 MNL OL, DL 75694. In fact, the document was issued by the prothonotary himself, cf. the
next note.

%6 MINL OL, DL 95426. On Istvan Hassagyi and his death see: Gyorgy Bonis, A jogtudd értelmiség
a Mohdcs elétti Magyarorszagon, Budapest 1971, 275-276, passim; R. Horvath & T.
Neumann, Ecsedi Bdtori Istvdn, 45, 47, 113, 130, 138; Norbert C. Téth, Richard Horvath, Tibor
Neumann & Tamas Pélosfalvi, Magyarorszdg vildgi archontoldgidja 1458-1526, |, Fépapok
és bdrdk, Budapest 2017, 89.

57 Stephanus, provisor illustras domini relicte condam Johannis Rascie despothy: MNL OL, DF
276738, 276739.

58 P4l Engel, The Realm of St Stephen. A History of Medieval Hungary 895-1526, London—New
York 2001, 344; A. Kpctuh, baaeosepHa 2ocrioda u caasHe 2ocnohe, 92-93.
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despot, who next year married the widow of his predecessor. Still not accepting the
loss of her paternal inheritance, Katalin Berekszoi, then Récsényi’s widow,* protested
before the chapter in Nitra on 9 September 1506, forbidding the king to donate her
inheritance and Despot Ivani$ and his wife Elizabeth (!) to claim, take possession of,
and use the Berkasovo castle with its belongings.®°

Having become a widow for the second time in 1514, Despotissa Jelena took over
the care of the family estates on behalf of her son Stefan Berislavi¢ (Istvan Beriszld)
and unmarried daughters. There is not much information about their possessions
during those years. In April 1515, during one introduction into the possession in Valko
county, Andras Porkolab was mentioned as a present neighbour. He was the castellan
castri Berekzo illustris et magnifice domine Elene, relicte condam domini Johannis
Beryslo Rascie despoti et Stephani filii.5* Berkasovo certainly remained in their
possession during the following years. However, the peace did not last long. In the
summer of 1521, when Sultan Siileyman the Magnificent seized Sabac and besieged
Belgrade, the Berislavi¢ family also faced great danger. In order to gain time to escape,
Despotissa Jelena had offered to submit to the sultan, but then she fled from Kupinik
with her family and movable property. The sultan therefore ordered a hunt for Jelena,
but they failed to catch her. The Ottomans heavily ravaged Srem, captured a lot of
people and seized and demolished many castles and towns. Apart from Berkasovo, all
other were located in Srem county, mainly along the banks of the Sava and Danube
(Sremska Mitrovica/ Szavaszentdemeter, Kupinik/ Kélpény, Bari¢/ Barics, Zemun/
Zimony, Slankamen/ Szaldnkemén, Sremski Karlovci/ Karom, Kamenica/ Kamanc,
Petrovaradin/ Pétervarad, Vrdnik/ Rednek, Cerevié/ Cserog).5? Perhaps the capture

59 Janos Récsényi died some time before 27 November 1499, when Andras, his son from the
previous marriage, reconciled before the chapter of Nitra with his widow Katalin, the
daughter of Frank of Berekzo, according to the verdict that judges reached in their lawsuit:
MNL OL, DL 46509.

% MNL OL, DL 95457. The name of Despot Ivani$’ wife is apparently incorrectly recorded in the
document. Based on this document, some scholars believed that Elisabeth was the first
spouse of Ivani$ Berislavi¢: P. Engel, Kézépkori magyar genealdgia, tab. Borics nem 2.
Grabarijai (Beriszld); M. Karbié, Plemicki rod Borica bana, 76, 105.

61 MINL OL, DF 265636.

62 Marino Sanuto, , Vildgkrénikajanak Magyarorszéagot illetd tuddsitasai”, 1, ed. Gusztav
Wenzel, Magyar Térténelmi tdr 25 (1878) 248-252; Antal Verancsics, Osszes munkdi |,
Monumenta Hungariae Historica, Scriptores 3, ed. Laszl6 Szalay, Pest 1857, 16—18; Ludovici
Tuberonis Dalmatae abbatis, Commentarii de temporibus suis, ed. Vlado Rezar, Zagreb 2001,
273, 278-279 (Croatian translation: Ludovik Crijevi¢ Tuberon, Komentari o mojem vremenu,
uvodna studija i prijevod Vlado Rezar, Zagreb 2001, 267-268, 273-274); Jozsef Thury, Térék
torténetirdk, t. |, Budapest 1893, 214, 287-292; I, 1896, 54, 142-143; Félix Tauer, Histoire
de la campagne du sultan Suleyman ler contre Belgrade en 1521: Texte persan publié d’apres
deux manuscrits de Constantinople avec une traduction abrégée, Prague 1924, 41-49;
Fnnwa Enesosuh & laspo Lkpusanuh, Kako cy Typyu nocne suwe orncada 3ay3enu
beoepad, beorpapa 1956, 44-55; [1. NMonoswh, ,BojsoanHa y Typcko noba“, 176; Onra 3upojesuh,
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and destruction of Berkasovo, mentioned in the Ottoman as well as in the Christian
sources (Prochaz, Berkas, Perquasium),®® was the result of an unsuccessful pursuit of
Despotissa Jelena through her possessions. After the conquest of Belgrade and
withdrawal of the Ottomans from Srem, Despot Stefan Berislavi¢ and his mother
returned to their devastated estates in that area.®*

Five years later, during the campaign against Hungary that resulted in the fateful
Battle of Mohacs on 29 August 1526, the Ottomans occupied Srem once again. Listing
the fortresses “on the Srem island” that fell to their hands in 1526, Gyorgy Szerémi
also mentions Berkasovo (Bercazzo).%> That occupation of Berkasovo was also
temporarily, but it seems that the Ottoman capture of the castle on 28 March 1529
was the definitive one.® Or not? Namely, Despot Stefan and his mother were arrested
by the order of King Ferdinand | at about the same time, but Berislavi¢ managed to
free himself a few months later, during Sultan Stileyman’s campaign on Vienna. The
despot then recognised the authority of the sultan, so his former possessions in
Slavonia were returned to him. For now, there is no information whether Berkasovo
was among them. In any case, Despot Stefan Berislavi¢ died in a conflict with the

,JeflaH Bek Typcke BnagasuHe y CnaHkameHy“, Mcmopujcku yaconuc 14-15 (1963—-1965)
30-32; Ferenc Szakaly, ,Nandorfehérvér, 1521: The Beginning of the End of the Medieval
Hungarian Kingdom,“ in: Hungarian-Ottoman Military and Diplomatic Relations in the Age of
Siileyman the Magnificent, eds. Géza David & Pal Fodor, Budapest 1994, 61-62; Feridun
Emecen, ,The History of an Early Sixteenth Century Migration — Sirem Exiles in Gallipoli“,
ibidem, 82—85; Andras Kubinyi, ,, The Battle of Szavaszentdemeter—Nagyolaszi (1523): Ottoman
Advance and Hungarian Defence on the Eve of Mohdacs”, in: Ottomans, Hungarians and
Habsburgs in Central Europe: the Military Confines in the Era of Ottoman Conquest, eds. Pal
Fodor & Geza David, Leiden 2000, 80-81.

8 M. Sanuto, , Vilagkrdnikaja”, Ill, 248; L. Tubero, Commentarii, 279; Nicolaus Isthuanffy,
Regni Hungarici historia post obitum gloriosissimi Mathiae Corvini regis, Coloniae Agrippinae
1724, 59-60; J. Thary, Térék térténetirok, t. 11, 142—-143; cf. Valentin Cseh, ,The Collapse of
the Border Fortress System against the Ottoman Empire between 1521 and 15277, in:
Central and Southeastern Europe between the Christian and Ottoman Worlds: Conflicts,
Encounters and Compromises (XVI — XVIII Centuries), eds. Canan Parmaksizoglu Aksoy &
Katalin Nagy, Eastern European History Review 5 (2022), Special issue, 122, where
Berkasovo is mixed with Beregsau Mare, the settlement of the same Hungarian name
situated in Temes/Timis county.

6 | Thalléczy & A. Aldasy, A Magyarorszdg és Szerbia, 357; A. Kubinyi, ,The Battle of
Szavaszentdemeter—Nagyolaszi”, 81; M. Cnpemuh, ,Cpncku gecnotu y Cpemy”, 68; A.
Kpctuh, baazosepHa eocrnoda u cnasHe 2ocnohe, 126.

5 Szerémi Gyorgy, Emlékirata Magyarorszdg romldsardl 1484-1543, ed. Gusztav Wenczel,
Pest 1857, 115; bypah Cpemau, MMocaaHuya o nponacmu Yeapckoz Kpaseeecmesd, Npesos,
Mwupko Monrap, beorpag 1987, 69.

 According to a document from the Kriegsarchiv in Vienna, which is partly summarised
(regarding the capture of Berkasovo) and partly cited by A. Usuh, Ucmopuja Cpba y
BojsoduHu, 370, note 4.

365



Aleksandar Krsti¢

Bosnian sanjak bey at the beginning of 1535,%” and two years later the Ottomans
definitively consolidated their rule in the area of Srem and eastern Slavonia.%®

The castle of Berkasovo was destroyed and did not have any military function
during the Ottoman rule in Srem. However, at the time when the Hungarian kingdom
was losing its southern territories, the Bereczlo castle, together with other
fortifications in the area of Srem, was depicted on the famous Lazarus’ Map of
Hungary (1528).%° Later, throughout the 16" and 17 centuries, data from that map
were taken over in numerous cartographic publications, so the Berkasovo fortification
continued to exist in Western European cartography long after it was ruined.”

Unfortunately, there is no information about the population of Berkasovo during
the late Middle Ages. The first data we have comes only from the tax register of the
Srem sanjak from around 1568. Apart from 14 Muslim households, 21 Christian

57 A. Usuh, Ucmopuja Cpba y BojsoduHu, 95-98, 105-106, 110, 118, 128; [. Nonoswuh,
,BojBoauHa y Typcko goba“, 175-180; Marija Karbic, Plemicki rod Bori¢a bana, Slavonski
Brod 2013, 64-66; A. Kpctuh, baazosepHa 2ocrnoda u cnasHe eocrnohe, 130-131. The
Serbian Orthodox Church, which created the cults of Saint Brankovi¢s of Srem, has never
accepted lvanis and Stefan Berislavi¢ as the legitimate Serbian despots due to their Catholic
fate. It is therefore interesting that Despot Stefan Berislavi¢ was painted on the wall of
the church in Lac¢arak, near Sremska Mitrovica, with a depiction of Berkasovo in 1786:
Nenocaea Wenmuh, Cpncko 3udHo caukapcmeo y XVl eeky, Hosn Cap 1987, 42; /1. XajayK
& B. Xajayk, bepkacoeo, 44—-45.

% Nenad Moacanin, ,Ratovanje i osnivanje upravnih jedinica u srednjoj Slavoniji 1536—
1541“, in: Zbornik radova simpozija o vojnim krajinama do 1699, Beograd 1987, 115-124;
H. Wynetuh, Cpemcku caHyak y XVI geky, 22.

% Lazarus Secretarius, Tabula Hungarie, Ingolstadt 1528. Cartographic material for this map
was collected during the second decade of the 16" century, see: Lazarus Secretarius: The
First Hungarian Mapmaker and His Work, ed. Lajos Stegena, Budapest 1982; JoBaHKa
Kanwuh, ,Hajctapuja kapTa Yrapcke Tabula Hungariae“, 36opHuk padoea BuzaHmosouwkoe
uHcmumyma 24-25 (1986) 423-436; Zsolt Torok, ,,Renaissance Cartography in East-Central
Europe, ca. 1450-1650“, in: History of Cartography Ill, Cartography in the European
Renaissance, ed. David Woodward, Chicago—London 2007, 1820-1828; Katalin Plihal, The
Tabula Hungariae..., Ingolstadt, 1528, Map and its Afterlife in the Light of Previous and
Current Research, Budapest 2013.

70 For example, it is depicted in: Wolfgang Lazius, Karte des Kénigreichs Ungarn 1556. Regni
Hungariae Descriptio Vera, Vienne 1556; Matthias Ziindt, Nova totius Ungariae desciptio
accurata diligens desumpta ex pluribus aliorum editis cosmographicis chartis et typis aereis
incisaa Matthia Cynthio Norimbergensi Anno a Christo nato MDLXVII; Abraham Ortelius,
Hungariae descriptio, Wolfgango Lazio Auct[ore], Antwerp 1572, 1579, 1580, 1584, 1612;
Claes Janszoon Visscher, Nova et recens emendata totius Regni Ungariae una cum
adiacentibus et finitimis regionibus delineatio, Amsterdam 1624, 1634; Nicolas Berey, Carte
de Haute et Basse Hongrie Transilvanie Sclavonie, Croatie, et Dalmatie Dessigneee sur les
lieux par un Gentilhome Hongrois, Paris 1663; Jacob von Sandrart, Neue Land-Tafel von
Hungarn und dessen incorporirten Kénigreichen und Provinzen: auf8 den besten Mappen
verfertigt und gebessert, Nuremberg 1664.
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families were recorded in the varos. Judging by the anthroponymy, in which both
Christian and vernacular Slavic names were present, the Christian community of
Berkasovo was predominantly Serbian (only two residents had Hungarian names).”*
At that time, the entire eastern part of the sanjak, the former Srem/Szerém and the
westernmost parts of Vukovo/Valké counties, were inhabited by a compact Serbian
population. Berkasovo was located on the very border between territories inhabited
by majority Serbs and those dominated by Hungarian and Slavonian populations.”?
Srem was largely populated by Serbs even during the first half of the 15 century,”
but the migrations from the territories south of the Sava river continued over the
next decades. The turbulent events that accompanied the Ottoman conquest of Srem
also influenced migrations and demographic changes in that area. Therefore, it is not
possible to assess whether and to what extent the ethnic structure that existed in
Berkasovo in the second half of the 16t century was the result of the activities of the
Serbian despots, who owned that estate for 45 years, or it came from the wider
migratory processes in the area. The Orthodox monastery of Pribina (Privina) Glava
already existed on the territory of Berkasovo in the 1560s, but there is no reliable
information about the time and circumstances of its establishment and founder.”*
One can therefore only speculate whether this monastic community was created by
the activities of one of the Serbian despots or their officials, as tradition claims,’ or
it was founded in some other circumstances.

"L Todor Nikola, Petar Radosav, Raya Bojit’, Vugurina Yovan, Antol Lukag, Mihal Dimitre, Miklos
Radiman, Deyan D’ura, Diragit’ Vukasin, Radonya Vukag, Istepan Radonya, Radosav
Radohna, Radonya doselag (newcomer), Vukdirag Yovan, Petar Radiga, Todor kojar (tanner),
Vuletin Vugit’, Milin Bosna, D’ura Yovan, Rayko Vuyin, bive (widow) Mariga: B. McGowan,
Sirem Sancagi Mufassal Tahrir Defteri, 26.

2 H. Wynetuh, Cpemcku caHyak y XVI eexy, 183—-213.

3 According to the testimonies of the bishop of Srem, the count of PoZega and the nobleman
Laszlé Maroti from 1437, maiorem partem dictarum parcium Syrmie Rascianos inhabitare,
licet autem quedem civitates et ville christiano nomine fungantur, tamen in compluribus
Rasciani cum christianis mixtim commorantur: Euzebije Fermendzin, Acta Bosnae potissimum
ecclesiastica cum insertis editorum documentorum regestris ab anno 925 usque ad annum
1752, Zagreb 1892, 159, 162—-164; Cuma hupkosuh, ,KpeTarba npema cesepy”, in: Uicmopuja
cprickoe Hapooa, Il, 319; bopuc CTojkoBCKM, ,MpaBocnassbe y Cpemy y MO3HOM CpeaHem
Beky”, in: Tpu seka Kapaosayke mumpononuje 1713-2013, ed. [ejaH Mukasuua & [paro
HerosaH, Cpemckn Kapnosum—Hosu Cag 2014, 44.

74 B. McGowan, Sirem Sancadi Mufassal Tahrir Defteri, 28; Olga Zirojevic, ,,Posedi fruskogorskih
manastira“, in: eadem, Turci u Podunavlju, knj. Il, Pancevo 2010, 147-148.

75 According to one version, which was recorded as early as 1702, the founder of Pribina Glava
was Despot Vuk: Mapko Jayos, Cpem Ha npesomy 0ea eeka, 80—81, 151. Another version,
written down four decades later, says that the monastery was established by Saint Jovan
and Maxim (Burad) Brankovi¢. The third one, most likely created among the monks
themselves in order to explain the name of the monastery and move its origin further into
the past, claims that it was erected by a certain nobleman named Priba, allegedly in the 12t
century. According to same tradition, Saint Jovan and Maxim Brankovi¢ renewed the
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Fig. 1. The ground-plan of the remains of the Berkasovo castle
made by Durde Boskovic¢ before The Second World War.

monastery at the end of the 15 century: Pagocnas 'pyjuh, ,JyxoBHU XnBOT", in: BojeoduHa
I. 00 Hajcmapujux epemeHa 0o Benuke ceobe, Hosn Cap 1939, 364; C. TomuH, Baaduka
Maxkcum BpaHkosuh, 85. On the other hand, it should be noted that in the mid-18t" century,
the Church authorities of the Metropolitanate of Karlovci did not know for sure who was
the founder of the monastery and when it was erected: ilumutpuje Pysapau, Onuc cprickux
pywKozopckux maHacmupa 1753. 2zo0uHe, Cpemckun Kapnosum 1903, 202. Berkasovo is
remembered as the residence of Saint Despotissa Angelina Brankovic in some Serbian epic
poems: Mirjana Deteli¢, Epski gradovi. Leksikon, Beograd 2007, 47. Another example of a
later tradition that remembered Berkasovo as the possession of Serbian despots is the forged
charter of Despot Jovan to the KruSedol monastery, which he allegedly issued in Berkasovo
on 4 May 1496: Franc Miklosich, Monumenta Serbica spectantia historiam Serbiae, Bosnae,
Ragusii, Viennae 1858, 541-542.
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Fig 2. The ground-plan of the remains of the Berkasovo castle
made by Count L. F. Marsigli at the end of the 17th century (published in 1726).
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Fig. 3. The remains of the Berkasovo castle in the 1930s,
photo by Burde Boskovic.

Fig. 4. The remains of the Berkasovo castle in 2018, view from the south side,
photo by Rade Vesovic.
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AnekcaHgap Kpctuh
BEPKACOBO Y CPEAHEM BEKY
Pesnme

Hacesbe bepkacoso (mahapcku: Berekszd) y Cpemy, Ha 3anagHMm nagmMHama
®pyLuKe rope, NOMUHE CE NPBU NYT Y MMCAHUM UCTOPUJCKMM U3BOPMMA Y MONUCUMA
nancke gecetuHe (1332-1335) Kao mana napoxuja Ha noapydjy MapKujckor
apxuhakoHata MNeyvyjcke Buckynuje. TONOHUM je mahapcKor Nopekna, CAOKeHUUa Y
3Havety ,,LUIYMOBUTO MECTO nopeg notoka“. Tokom cpeatber Beka bepkacoso je
npunagano ByKoBCKOj »KynaHuju. Mapoxujcka upKea 6una je noceeheHa npsom
yrapckom Kpasby Ceetom CtedaHy. Mpe Kpaja 13. ctoneha bepKacoso je noctano
noceg nopoauLe Koja je no kemy noHena ceoj naemuhku npuagesak. CuHosu bnaxka
o, bepkacosa, npBor nosHaTor YnaHa ose naemuhke nopoauue, jaB/bajy ce y
[OKYMEHTUMA CPEAUHOM M TOKOM Apyre nonosuHe 14. ctoneha. MpeacrasHuK Tpehe
reHepaumnje 6uo je flagucnas oa bepkacoBa, Koju je 6UO aKTMBAH TOKOM MPBUX
aeueHnja 15. BeKa. bepKacoBayku ce y AMNAOMATUYKMM M3BOPMMA MNOjaB/bYjY
YyrNaBHOM Yy Be€3W C MPaBHMM CMOPOBMMA KOje Cy MMaAWU ca cyceamma, UAu Kao
cBefouM y apyrum napHuuama. O camom bepkacoBy Mma mano nogartaka u3 Tor
nepuoza. 3Hamo ga cy Aeo 3eM/bonocesa ApXKaan u apyrn naiemmhu, Koju cy Ha
Teputopujn bepkacosa umanu ceoje BuHorpage. Nana JosaH XXl gao je 1415.
rofMHe onpoLuTajHULLE CBMMA KOjM NoceTe NapoxmnjcKy LpKey CeeTor Kpasba CtedaHa
Ha JaH LpKBEHe CNaBe U Koju je byay nomaraam CBOjUM Npuao3nMma.

Kpajem yetBpTe geueHunje 15. ctroneha bepkacoBo cy gprKaan 4naHOBU HapeaHUX
reHepaumja nopoanue bepkacoBaukux — PpaHk 1 keros cnHosay, Jlagucnas. PpaHk
je nonosuHom ctoneha 610 jesaH og, yrapckux dammnnjapa cpnckor gecnota bypha
Bykosuha (BpaHKoBuha), anu Huje nosHaTo Koje je cnyxbe TauHo 06aB/bao.
Hekonuko rogmHa KacHuje 6uo je nogxkynaH BykoBcke xynaHuje (1452-1456).
YroBopom cKkionsbeHum c Masnom Hambokujem n byphem LLybokom o Slekue
®paHk 1 Nlagmucnas bepkacoBayku cy UM NPU3HAAN CyBAaCHUYKA NPaBa Ha CBOjUM
BNIACTE/IMHCTBMMA, WUCTOBpeMeHO CcTuyyhu TakBa npaBa Ha  HUXOBUM
3emsbonoceauma (1448). Mo Tom ocHoBy je bypah LUy/boKk of Jlekye cTekao
CyBNaCHMYKA NpaBa M Hag bepkacosom, y umju nocep je ysegeH 1467. roauHe.
Mocneakn MyWKM NpeacTaBHUK nopoauue bBepkacosauykux 6mo je PpaHKkos CUH
bypah, Koju je Kpajem centembpa 1480. rogmHe cBojoj cecTpu KaTapuHu, cynpysu
JoBaHa Peuerbnja, nnemunha u3 HbutpaHcKke XKynaHuje, HA UMe MKUpasa NpeHeo
B/IACHMYKA NpaBa Hafh Aenom bepkacoBayKkor BnAacTeNMHCTBA. Hbera cy 4mMHWUANA
Hacesba CuKagaT, Xamuwar, Kuw (Manu) bepak u Bapjaw y 6a13nHn bepkacosa.
CmaTpa ce fa je Haces/be bepKkacoBO TOKOM MO3HOr cpeArer BEKa MMano CcraTyc
TproeuwTa (oppidum). Hnje nosHaTo Kaja je Ha bepkacoBaykom BAACTENNHCTBY
NOAUTHYT 3amak (castrum). OcTaum Tor yTBphetrba M AaHac NOCToje Ha UCTOYHOM Kpajy
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cena bepkacoBa. Kako TemesbHa apxeonolKa MUCTPaXKMBatba jOW YBEK HUCY
CcnpoBeAeHa, OnLwTK 3aK/by4Liy O U3raeay 3amMKa MOory ce M3BAaYnTn Ha OCHOBY Oonuca
M CKMLE Koje je Kpajem 17. Beka HaunHuo rpod J1. d. Mapcubn, Kao U Ha OCHOBY
KaCHMjUX onuca fokanuTeTa. YMHM ce Aa ce 3amak, marpaheH o4 KameHa v oneke,
cacTojao oa ase mehycobHO oaBoOjeHe LenHe, OKo Kojux je 6uo nckonaH pos. OBa
ABa Aena 3amka buna cy HajeepoBaTHMje nosesaHa moctom. OKO poBa ce Hanasno
3eMJ/baHM Hacun, HajeepoBaTHMje yTBphHEeH Nasnncagom, Koju je ¢ jyrosanagHe ctpaHe
610 3alWwTnheH joww jeAHUM POBOM.

Mocne cmptn Bypha BepKkacoBaykor, KOju HUje MMAo NOTOMCTBA, Kpasb MaTtuja
KopBuH je 3amak bepKkacoBo € UICTOMMEHUM HAace/beM U YUTABMM BACTE/IMHCTBOM
npeaao gecnoty Byky prypesuhy. To ce goroanno nsamely centembpa 1480. n mapTa
1482, kKaga ce nomumbe CtedaH Butes Kao gecnoTtos KacTenaH y bepkacosy. Jecnot
ByK je oeo cBojux noceaa y YrapcKkoj NOK/IoHMO cynpy3u bapbapu ®paHkanaH, mehy
Kojuma je 6uno 1 bepKkacoBauKo BnactennHcTBO. MNocse gecnotose cmpTh 16. anpuna
1485. roanHe bapbapa je kpasby MaTtunju npegana KoctajHuuy 1 bepkacoBo, a yrapcku
B/N1agap joj je 3ay3BpaT NpM3HaA0 BAACHULWTBO Hag benom CteHom, TUTYLLEBMHOM,
KomorosuHom u pagywiom y Kpuskesaukoj 1 3arpebaukoj *kynaHuju. Kpasb je 3atum,
13. pebpyapa 1486. rogmHe, 3amak bepkacoso v npunagajyhe BnacTeNMHCTBO 430 Y
3an0r3a 12.000 ¢popuHTK Byphy Il BpaHkoBuhy, HOBOM CpNCKOM AecnoTy y YrapcKoj,
1 terosom bpaty JoBaHy. bepKkacoBauKo BNACTE/IMHCTBO OCTA/O je y noceay CPrCKMx
AecnoTa 1 TOKom HapeaHux 45 roanHa, nako cy KatapuHa bepkacoBauka v leH My
JoBaH Peuersn y BMLLE HaBpaTa NOKYLIABAAW Aa CYACKMM NyTem OCTBape HeHa npasa
Ha geo 3emsbonocesa Koju je gobuna y mupas. Nocne cmptn gecnoTa JoBaHa
BpaHKkoBuha Kpajem 1502. roanHe BepKkacoBo je Ap:kana teroea yaosuua JeneHa
Jakwwuh 3ajegHo ca cBojUM ApyrMm cynpyrom gecnotom MeaHuwem bepucnasuhem,
a 3aTUM C HbUXOBUM cMHOM aecnotom CtedaHom bepucnasuhem. OcmaHanje cy
TOKOM ynaga y Cpem 1521. n 1526. rogmnHe ocsajane u nycrowunne bepkacoso, a
3ay3ene Cy ra, YMHW ce KoHayHo, y mapTy 1529. rogmHe. 3amak je nocne Tora
HanywTeH W pa3opeH, AOK je Hacesbe Yy Apyroj NoNoBMHM 16. BEKA MMaNo CTaTyc
BApOLWM 1 BUNIO je Hace/beHO MYCIMMAHCKUM U XpuwhaHCKMM, Bennkom BehnHom
CPNCKMM CTaHOBHMIWITBOM. Kako nokasyjy gedTtepun Cpemckor caHLaka u3 apyre
nososuHe 16. BeKa, CTaHOBHUUM varos-i Berkas cy Tafa, Kao M TOKOM CpeaHber BeKa,
KMBENN YrNaBHOM Of, No/bonpuBpese — NMPBEHCTBEHO Of Y3roja Kutapuua u of,
BMHOrpagapctea. OcMaHcku aedrepu Ha TepuTopuju bepkacosa benexke U maHacTUp
Mpubuny (MpuBuHy) MNaBy, uYMje OCHUBaAHE WAM OBHOBY MNpedarbe npunucyje
pecnotuma Byky, ogHocHo byphy (Bragmukm Makcumy) n JoBaHy bpaHkosuhy.
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