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Abstract: In this paper, we intend to undertake a detailed examination of data on
prices and wages in medieval Serbia during the 14" and 15% centuries. The known prices
in the territory of the Serbian state will be compared with those documented in Dubrovnik
(Ragusa) and Kotor. Due to the absence of sources, the incomes of the Serbian nobility
can be partially and indirectly ascertained, taking into account the earliest surviving
Ottoman defters compiled after the fall of the Despotate. For the period preceding
Ottoman rule, even less is known about the wages of other strata of society, which is why
we must rely on information pertaining to the area of the Ragusan Commune. We shall
endeavour to identify what kinds of goods and properties the nobility and other
inhabitants could afford. Based on this, we will be able to roughly gauge their standard of
living. Finally, all this may enable us to perceive broader economic and social trends.

Keywords: prices, incomes, medieval Serbia, Dubrovnik, houses, land, nobility,
coinage.

Introduction

The study of the economy in the territory of medieval Serbia is fraught with
numerous challenges. It is particularly difficult to ascertain the incomes and expenses
of various categories of the population. First, we are confronted with insufficient
sources on these matters. The extant charters of Serbian rulers and the nobility
seldom provide direct information on prices and incomes of dependent inhabitants
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and their lords. Typically, they only record the obligations owed by dependent
peasants to the ruler and the nobility. Nonetheless, Ottoman defters (register books)
afford us some insight into the revenues of the privileged class shortly after the
collapse of the Serbian medieval state. This is important given that many sipahis used
to be, certainly, Serbian nobles. Also useful are data from Ragusan sources. Naturally,
it must be borne in mind that data concerning prices and wages from the Ragusan
region cannot be directly transposed onto the territory of the medieval Serbian state.
Our intention is to cross-reference the available information in order to shed light on
the purchasing power and, to an extent, the standard of living among the inhabitants
of the Serbian state in the late Middle Ages — particularly the noble class.

The matter of prices and wages in the medieval Serbian state and Dubrovnik has
been a longstanding subject of scholarly examination. Some insights were provided
by Cedomilj Mijatovié in his studies on Serbian trade in the 13t and 14" centuries.! A
wealth of specific data on prices in Serbian lands was presented by Miodrag Purkovié.?
An extensive study on prices and wages in medieval Dubrovnik was conducted by Vuk
Vinaver.? In her works on trade in grain, wine and timber, Dusanka Dini¢-KneZevi¢
compiled numerous details on the prices of these commodities.* Equally
indispensable is her monograph on textiles in the economy of medieval Dubrovnik.?
Significant data on prices in Dubrovnik — particularly concerning textiles — are provided
by Ignacij Voje in his monograph on credit trade.® When it comes to the prices of arms
in Dubrovnik, the studies of Burdica Petrovi¢ are important.” Here, we shall not dwell
upon the many other works that also contain information relevant to our subject.

It should be noted that several difficulties arise when employing the extant data.
For instance, when it comes to the prices of land, vineyards or houses, we are usually

1 Yepomusm Mujatosuh, ,,Ctyamje 3a uctopujy cpncke TprosuHe Xlll-or n XIV-or Beka“, lnacHux
Cpnckoe y4eHoe Opywmea 37 (1873) 216, 230-232, 238-240, 246; idem, ,Ctyauje 3a
ncropujy cpncke TprosuHe Xlll-or n XIV-or Beka—IIl“, nacHuk Cprickoe y4eHoe Opywmea 38
(1873) 92-95, 124.

2 Miodrag Purkovi¢, ,0 cenama u srpskim srednjovekovnim zemljama“, Narodna starina 32
(1933) 260-265.

3 Byk BuHasep, ,,[1pna03n UCTOPUjU NAEMEHUTUX METANA, LieHa U HagHWLA (CpesHOBEKOBHM
Ly6poBHUK)“, Ucmopujcku enacHuk 1-2 (1960) 51-94.

4 Dusanka Dini¢-KneZevi¢, , Trgovina vinom u Dubrovniku u XIV veku”, Godisnjak Filozofskog
fakulteta u Novom Sadu IX (1966) 39—-85; eadem, , Trgovina Zitom u Dubrovniku u XIV veku”,
Godisnjak Filozofskog fakulteta u Novom Sadu X (1967) 79-131; eadem, ,,[IpomeT xutapmua
namehy [lybpoBHuKa n b6auxker 3aneha y cpearem BeKy”, foduwrak dunoszogpckoe
¢arynmema y Hosom Cady Xll-1 (1969) 73— 87; eadem, ,, Trgovina drvetom u Dubrovniku u
XIV veku”, Godisnjak Filozofskog fakulteta u Novom Sadu XIV-1 (1971) 9-30.

5 Aywanrka Oununh-Knexeswuh, TkaHuHe y npuspedu cpedrosexosHoe LybposHuka, beorpag, 1983.

% 1gnacij Voje, Kreditna trgovina u srednjovjekovnom Dubrovniku, Sarajevo 1976.

7 Durdica Petrovi¢, ,,Magistar Johannes—Zoane oklopar Dubrovacke republike (1433—-1456)“,
Vesnik Vojnog muzeja 18 (1972) 61-94; eadem, Dubrovacko oruZje u XIV veku, Beograd 1976;
eadem, ,,OpyKje Cpbuje n EBpona: XII-XIV Bek”, in: Espona u Cpbu, ed. CnaBeHKo Tep3uh,
beorpag 1996, 143-164.
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not informed of their size or features. The same holds true for horses, arms, textiles
or other goods — their specific qualities are rarely known to us. Finally, prices are often
recorded in different currencies, requiring due consideration of their exchange rates.
Consequently, any conclusions drawn must be taken with reservation.

Prices and revenues in the first half of the 14 century

The earliest recorded data concerning specific prices in the territory of the Serbian
state date to the late 13™" century. In his chrysobull of 1299/1300 to the monastery
of St George near Skopje, King Milutin (1282-1321)® states that he purchased
»phiunnic” in the city of Skopje from Nikola, son of priest Dmitar Devereterev, for 200
perpers. He emphasises that he erected there a palace and a court dedicated to St
George.® The term rpinije, according to Stojan Novakovi¢, is linked to the Celtic
measure arepennis, from which the French arpent also derives. Novakovi¢ proposed
that rpinije equated to 100 square seZnja (fathoms).l® Sima Cirkovi¢, however,
observed that Novakovi¢’s calculations do not align with the urban plots measured in
the charter, leaving the true size of rpinije unknown.! Vladimir Mosin argued that
the term appears solely in this charter, denoting either the site of a demolished house
or a plot for constructing a larger house or court in the town.*? Thus, the exact size of
the land bought by the king for 200 perpers remains uncertain. Further in the same
document, the Serbian ruler records the purchase of houses from Dima, son of Konde,
and Manojlo Kuklev, for 30 and 20 perpers®. As is well known, the perpers in the

8 Srdan Pirivatri¢ concluded that, in fact, these were two charters, the first issued in 1298 and
the second in 1299/1300, following the king’s marriage to Simonida: Cphan Mupusatpuh,
,XpOHO/IOTWja NPBUX BNAAAPCKMX aKaTa Kpasba MuiyTMHa M34aTMX NOCNe OCBajarba
Cronsba“, in: lIEPIBOAOS. 360opHuK y yacm MupjaHe usojuHosuh |, ed. [iejan Llenebunh &
bojaH Musbkosuh, beorpag, 2015, 208, 212-213. For our research, however, this is not of
greater importance.

9 360pHUK cpedH08eK08HUX hupunuykux nosessba u nucama Cpbuje, bocHe u [ly6poBHUKA, Kib.
I, (1186-1321), npup. Bnagummp MolumH, Cuma hmpkosuh & AywaH CuHauk, beorpaa 2011,
318-319.

10 Stojan Novakovi¢, ,Pununuia—arepennis—arpent”, Archiv fiir slavische Philologie 33 (1912)
134-136.

11 Cuma hupkosuh, ,Meperbe 1 mepe y cpearoBekoBHoj Cpbuju”, in: idem, PabomHuyu,
80jHUYU, OyxosHUYU. [pywmea cpedrosekosHoz bankaHa, ed. Bnactumup hokuh, beorpag,
1997, 160.

12 CnomeHuyu 3a cpedeHosekosHama u noHoeama ucmopuja Ha MakedoHuja |, Fpamomu,
3anucu u Opyaa O0KyMeHmMapHa epaza 3a MaHacmupume u ypKeume 80 cKorickama obsacm,
npup. Kpacumumpa Nnuescka et al., Ckonje 1975, 216, n. 46.

13 360pHUK cpedr08eK08HUX hupunuyKux nosessva, 319.
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Serbian state was exclusively a unit of account, comprising 12 silver dinars. The term
derives from the Byzantine gold hyperpyron (Unépmupov).t* Given that King Milutin
had only recaptured Skopje a few years before,’> one might speculate that Byzantine
coinage was involved. However, since the chrysobull repeatedly references the dinar
as the circulating currency,'® we maintain that the sums undoubtedly refer to the
Serbian accounting perpers.

To contextualise these prices, we shall compare them with other records.
Regarding land prices, the inventory of the Htetovo monastery’s estates — compiled
between November 1342 and the summer of 1343 — provides pertinent information.”
The monastery of the Holy Theotokos in Htetovo (modern-day Tetovo) and its
holdings lay west of Skopje,*® offering a useful parallel to the earlier charter. Notably,
the monastery’s acquisitions, as listed in this inventory, occurred at various times,
certainly before 1343, as evidenced by references to four of its hegumens and three
bishops.? The tenure of Bishop Georgije of Prizren postdates 1333, while the “Vlach
Bishop’ (“Vlahoepiskop”) first appears no earlier than 1342.2° The chronology of the
Htetovo hegumens is equally elusive: the Viahoepiskop held office before 1342, while
Nikodim is presumed to have been a contemporary of King Milutin, with his tenure
ending before 1316/17.2! Despite this, the temporal gap between this inventory and
Milutin’s charter, given that sources have been preserved, is not excessive —
particularly because Ragusan sources indicate that the price revolution occurred only
with the great plague of 1347-1348.2%2 A telling detail in the inventory is hegumen
Isaija’s purchase of a field during “the time of famine” 2%, which likely explains the
depressed price.?

14 Pyxka hyk, ,HoBaw”, in: /lekcukoH cprickoe cpedree seka, ed. Cuma hupkosuh & Page
Mwuxasbumh, beorpag 1999, 441; ByjaguH Meauuwesuh, Hosyapcmeo cpedr08eKo8He
Cpbuje, beorpag 2001, 28; Philip Grierson, ,Hyperpyron®, in: The Oxford Dictionary of
Byzantium, vol. 2, ed. Alexander Kazhdan, New York — Oxford 1991, 964—-965.

15 For more details see: C. Mupusatpuh, ,XpoHonoruja npsux Bnagapckmx akata”, 209-212.

16 360pHUK cpedH08eKkosHUX hupunu4Kux nosesva, 327-328.

17 For more details about the document and the time of its creation see: hophe bybano, ,,0
Ha3MBY M BPEMEHY HaCTaHKa Nnonmuca Mmakba XTeTOBCKOT MaHacTupa“, Cmapu cprcku apxus
1 (2002) 177-193; Mapuja Konpusuua, ,lMonuc umarba XTeToBCKOr maHactupa®“, Cmapu
cpricku apxue 21 (2022) 9-11, 23-54, favours dating to spring-summer 1343.

18 Mapwuja Konpueuua, ,XprcoBysba Kpasba CtedaHa [ywaHa XTeToBCKOM MaHacTupy”, Cmapu
cpricku apxue 13 (2014) 161, 167-171, 174-178.

19 M. Konpusuua, ,Xpucosysba Kpasba CtedaHa [ywaHa XTeToBCKOM maHactupy”, 36; b.
By6ano, ,,O Ha3MBy 1 BpeMeHy HacTaHKa nonuca“, 187.

2%, bybano, ,,0 Ha3uBY M BpeMeHy HacTaHKa nonuca”, 187-193; idem, ,,Baaxo enuckon wan
enaxoenuckon”, 36opHuK padosa BuzaHmosowkxoa uHcmumyma 39 (2001/2002) 197-219.

21 M. Konpusuua, ,,Monuc umarba XTeToBCKOr MaHactupa“, 40, 45, 4243, 47.

22 B, BuHasep, ,,[1pna03n UCTOPMjU NAEMEHUTUX METANA, LeHa U HaaHuua"“, 57, 69, 71; D. Dini¢-
Knezevi¢, , Trgovina vinom*“, 43, 56; eadem, , Trgovina Zitom“, 96-97.

3 M. Konpusuua, ,,Monuc umarba XTeToBCKOr MaHactupa“, 17, 23.

24 M. Purkovi¢, ,,0 cenama“, 263.
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The inventory records numerous purchases of fields, meadows and land by the
monastery, noting the price paid and occasionally the area. Exact prices are not
always known as payments were sometimes made in money and in kind — wine,
cheese, wool or livestock (oxen, pigs, sheep). Indirect estimates may be derived by
cross-referencing Ragusan prices for these products and animals. At same places, the
monetary value of the goods given in kind was specified. Notably, the highest
recorded sum paid for a plot of land was a meadow bought by Bishop Ignjatije from
a certain Parde Kosta “for a horse worth 30 perpers”, i.e. the horse was worth the
mentioned sum.? The same bishop purchased part of a meadow from Andrijan,
Parde’s son-in-law, for a mare valued at 20 perpers.?® Identical prices for horses and
mares appear in a charter which is a forgery in diplomatic terms as it blends charters
of Kings Milutin and Dusan, but whose content is authentic.?’ In Emperor Dusan’s
chrysobull for his foundation, the monastery of the Holy Archangels near Prizren
(issued between 1348 and 1353),% fifty Vlachs were required to provide, as tribute in
leap years, either a horse or 30 perpers.? The same document stipulates that the
metropolitan, when attending the church feast on 8 November, was to receive 12
perpers or a colt,*® while the Vlachs of Dobrusnica were to be gifted on St Demetrius’
Day, as beleg, two colts or 10 perpers3! for pasturing mares. Miodrag Purkovic¢
attempted to explain the disparity in colt prices by assuming the latter were of inferior
quality or younger.3? It is possible that a more valuable colt was selected for the
metropolitan, but it is still a speculation. In Dubrovnik, horses during the first half of
the 14t century rarely exceeded 200 dinars®? (with the Serbian dinar valued at 1.33—
1.5 of Ragusan grosso3* which is why such great discrepancy cannot be simply
explained. Only in the last decades of the 14t century did Ragusan horses reach the
price of 30 perpers and mares 20 perpers.?®

As one of the units of land measurement, the term zamet*® appears in this
document, the size of which cannot be determined.?” We shall dwell on it as only the
lands measured in zamets are accompanied with prices. It is recorded that a field with

% M. Konpusuua, ,,Monuc umarba XTeToBCKOr MaHactupa“, 15, 21.

26 |bidem, 13, 19.

2 AnekcaHapa Poctukos, ,,36MpHa nosesba Kpasbesa MunytuHa u Ctedana [ylwaHa XunaHaapy”,
Cmapu cpricku apxue 13 (2014) 79-86, 91, 102-119.

2 CuHnwa Muwwuh & TaTjaHa Cyb6otuH Nronybosuh, CeemoapxaHhesncka xpucosysea, beorpag,
2003, 16-17.

2 |bidem, 113.

30 |bidem, 111.

31 |bidem, 112.

32 M. Purkovi¢, ,,O cenama“, 261.

33 B. BuHasep, ,, [pnno3u uctopuju niemeHnTx metana“, 61.

34 B. MBaHmweswuh, ,HoBuapcTBO cpearboBekoBHe Cpbuje”, 45.

35 Esad Kurtovié, Konj u srednjovjekovnoj Bosni, Sarajevo 2014, 139142, 429-435, 455-460.

36 M. Konpusuua, ,,lMonuc umarba XTeTOBCKOr MaHacTupa“, 12-14, 16, 18.

37 C. hupkosuh, ,Meperbe n mepe”, 160; M. Konpusuua, ,Monuc nmarba XTeTOBCKOT
MaHactupa“, 48.
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a meadow of 30 zamets, was purchased from Kalojan and Grazej for 28 perpers.3®
Further below, mention is made of the purchase of a field of 7 zamets for one ox and
5 perpers.® In the region of Dubrovnik at the dawn of the 14t century, a ploughing
ox was worth approximately 50 dinars,*® which corresponds to somewhat more than
4 perpers. It may thus be reasonably assumed that, within the territory of the Serbian
state, an ox would have been valued at no less than around 4 perpers, only in the
local currency. This would bring the total price to 9 perpers, which, per unit of area,
renders it significantly more costly than a purchase involving 30 zamets. It is beyond
dispute that numerous other factors — such as the quality and situation of the land —
may have influenced the price, thereby making it difficult to assess the average value
of a piece of land measured in zamets.

The least expensive plot of land acquired by the monastery — half of Ples — was
purchased for a mere three vedros (buckets) of wine.** During the first half of the 14t
century, one perper in Dubrovnik could procure between 1 and 3.8 vedros of wine if
delivered immediately, which was the costliest option. If sold in advance, it was
cheaper.?? It seems logical that three vedros of wine in the region of Htetovo could not
have been worth more than one or two perpers. Bishop Ignjatije also purchased the
field Gumniste for 8 perpers and 9 fleeces of wool.** Unfortunately, we cannot
determine the exact value of these 9 fleeces, as wool was not traded in this manner
in Dubrovnik.**

Finally, it is recorded that hegumen Isaija, during the “time of famine”, acquired
land from Cura, daughter of Krajimir, her sister Jera, and their children for 20 kabala of
grain, along with a sack of cheese and half a side of bacon.** As is well known,
according to Article 198 of Dusan’s Code, dependent inhabitants were required to
pay the ruler an annual soce tax of one kabao (tub) of grain — half cleaned, half
uncleaned — or one perper in dinars, for which their nobles were held accountable.*®
From this, it may be inferred that by the mid-14t century (and likely earlier),
a kabao of grain was valued at 1 perper, or 12 dinars.*” Thus, the above field would
have been worth 20 perpers. It remains unclear whether the cheese and bacon taken

38 M. Konpusuua, ,,Monmc umara XTeToBCKOr MaHacTmpa“, 12.

3 |bidem, 14.

40 B, BuHaBep, ,MMpnao3n ncTtopmjm naemeHnuTMx metana“, 60.

41 M. Konpwueuua, ,Monuc Mmarba XTeToBCKOr maHacTmpa®“, 14.

42 D. Dini¢-Knezevic, , Trgovina zitom u Dubrovniku u XIV veku”, 51-62.

4 M. Konpusuuga, ,,Monuc nmarba XTeTOBCKOr maHacTupa®, 16.

44 O. Annnh-KHexesuh, TkaHuHe, 11; BuHasep, ,Mpua03n UCTOPUjU NAEMEHUTUX MeTana”,
62.

4 M. Konpwusuua, ,,Monuc umarba XTeToBCKOr maHacTupa®“, 17, 23.

4 flywaHoe 3aKoHUK, npup. bophe bybano, Beorpag 2010, 118, 223-224; WUeaH bosuh,
Joxodak yapcku (Mosodom 198. ynaHa [ywaHos8o2 30KOHUKA Pakosauykoz pyKonuca),
Beorpag 1956, 19-25; Munow bnarojesuh, ,Cohe — ocHOBHM Nopes cpeaHoBeKoBHe Cpbuje.
JepHa nepnepa nnu kabao xkuta“, Mnac CAHY CCCXC (2001) 16-25.

47 M. bnarojesuh, ,,Cohe”, 26.
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by the hegumen should be deducted from this sum. In any case, it is evident that the
land purchased by King Milutin in Skopje was nearly ten times more expensive than
the fields owned by the Htetovo monastery. As we do not know the exact surface of
fields and plots of land, we need to be cautious, but it seems likely that urban land
fetched considerably higher prices than rural land. On the other hand, houses in
Skopje were valued similarly to fields in the surroundings of the same town.

For broader context, these figures must be compared with the prices of estates
and houses in Kotor and Dubrovnik during the first half of the 14t century. Prices in
Kotor also varied considerably, depending on the location and size of a house, land
or vineyard. Unfortunately, we often do know the details about the surface area of
the property purchased or leased. Generally, however, properties in and around Kotor
were significantly more expensive than those in Skopje. For instance, in November
1334, Miho Buca, exchanging his estates in Ulcinj for a house in Kotor, had to pay its
owner, Luka Klima Cervasi, additional 1,000 gold florins*, i.e. Florentine gold coinage
introduced in 1252.%° This undoubtedly concerned a luxurious stone house.* In
another case from 1327, a stone house was sold for 300 perpers, while timber houses
were far cheaper, with examples ranging from 9 to 50 perpers in the third and fourth
decades of the 14™ century.>* Notably, in September 1326, Tripun Buce leased a house
to goldsmith Nikola Radogostov for 20 years at an annual rent of 15 perpers,
stipulating that if Nikola paid the full 300 perpers within the term, ownership would
transfer to him.> This suggests an annual rent of roughly 5% of the house’s value —
though without further parallels, it is unclear whether this was widespread.

It is harder to determine average prices of land in Kotor and its environs in the
third and fourth decades of the 14t century as the sale of estate together with a
vineyard or house is usually mentioned. The preserved data indicate land sales from
30 to 100 perpers,* with vineyards fetching significantly higher sums, which certainly
suggests the extent to which they were valued and sought after. Vineyard prices
ranged from 40 to as much as 800 perpers (or 600 Venetian perpers).>* It is hard to

8 Kotorski spomenici. Druga knjiga kotorskih notara. God. 1329, 1332-1337., ed. Antun Mayer,
Zagreb 1981, 156-157, 515.

4 B. UsaHuweswuh, Hosyapcmso, 23.

50 Kotorski spomenici. Prva knjiga kotorskih notara od god. 1326-1335., ed. Antun Mayer,
Zagreb 1951, 163, 490.

51 Kotorski spomenici 1, 151, 485; Kotorski spomenici Il, 44, 427, 458, 568.

52 Kotorski spomenici 1, 47, 450.

%3 |bidem, 66—67, 87, 147, 457, 464, 484; Kotorski spomenici I, 84—85. 472.

5% Kotorski spomenici |, 54-55, 66, 72—73, 118, 143-144, 146, 235, 316, 320, 341-342, 360,
394,398, 403, 405, 452, 457,459, 474, 483, 487, 514, 542-544, 551, 559, 569, 571, 573-574;
Kotorski spomenicill, 20-21, 31, 35, 56, 68, 104, 133-134, 144-145, 155-156, 159, 185, 301,
371, 396, 414, 428, 448, 452, 454, 462, 466, 479, 491, 506, 510, 514-516, 530, 550, 562,
568, 575. The Venetian perper, i.e. silver coinage, was certainly more valuable than the
Serbian currency at the time. The exchange rate ranged from 1.25 to 1.69 of krstasti dinars
per one Venetian grossi: B. UsaHuweswuh, Hosyapcmeo, 42—43.
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ascertain their average prices given that we are usually unfamiliar with the size of
the sold vineyards. It is known to us that in a case from 1326, three quadragenales of
vineyard (each with 100 vines) in Tivat were sold for 14 perpers,>® while
five quadragenales of vineyard of Petar Vladin in Mrzep were valued at 60 perpers and
8 Venetian grossi in 1333.%¢ It can be observed that in the mentioned examples, one
quadragnolus of vineyard in Tivat was worth 4.66 perpers, while the one in Mrzep
seems to have been valued at a little over 12 Venetian perpers. The Kotor unit of area
known as one quadragnolus amounted to 336 m2.*’ It is evident that vineyards in
Kotor could be worth as much as the most expensive stone houses.

The leasing of land and vineyards, by contrast, was markedly less costly. Thus, we
know of the case when Tripun Buca, in 1332, leased a parcel of ecclesiastical land in
Tivat in perpetuity for merely 4 dinars per annum.*® A single vineyard was leased on
an annual basis for 6 dinars.>® A greater number of contracts stipulate that the rent
for land be paid in grain rather than in money. In such instances, the lease ranged
from 6 stari grain, to — on one occasion — 20 stari of grain and 4 stari of barley.®° The
Kotor star measured 17.462 litrae,®* and was thus considerably smaller than the
Ragusan one, which in the period of our interest stood at 92-93 litrae.®? We make
mention of this, as the price Ragusan star equalled between 11 and 30 grossi.®® In the
absence of data, similar prices can be generally assumed for Kotor. Given the wide
fluctuation of prices, however, it is difficult to assess the actual value of the above
leases. It seems that the leasing of larger estates took place in kind. Were we to
assume, for instance, that the Kotor star equalled approximately 3 dinars, the highest
lease recorded would amount to over 60 dinars. It has been observed that in England,
until the 1370s, payment in kind remained preferable to payment in money, precisely
due to such price volatility. This practice shielded farmers from the vagaries of the
market, whilst more firmly binding them to their lords.®

The prices and lease rates of houses in Dubrovnik during the first half of the 14"
century also varied considerably. In around 1300, smaller houses were leased for 18

55 Kotorski spomenici |, 77, 461.

%6 |bidem, 358, 557.

57 Munow bnarojesuh, ,lMpunor npoyyasBary CpeArbOBEKOBHUX Mepa. KOTOpcKM cTap u
KBaAparb0J1, KOPYYNAHCKU roHbaj M KBapTa“, Mcmopujcku enacHuk 1 (1972) 106-107.

58 Kotorski spomenici |, 315, 541.

%9 Kotorski spomenici Il, 151, 513.

80 Kotorski spomenici |, 405, 574; Kotorski spomenici ll, 30, 308, 386—387, 408, 452, 533, 557, 602.

61 M. bnarojesuh, ,Mpuaor npoy4yaBarby cpearb0BEKOBHUX Mepa.”, 98—105.

62 M. bnarojesuh, ,Cohe”, 31-32.

8 D. Dini¢-Knezevi¢, , Trgovina zitom*, 119, 121-122; Bogumil Hrabak, , Tabele kretanja cena
Zitarica i mahunjina u Dubrovniku (1300-1620)“, 36opHuK ®unozogpckoe pakynmema y
Mpuwmunu 7 (1970) 126-128.

54 Jordan Claridge, Vincent Delabastita and Spike Gibbs, “(In-kind) Wages and labour relations
in the Middle Ages: It’s not (all) about the money*, Explorations in Economy History 94 (2024)
3-16.
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to 24 grossi. During the first third of the century, annual lease ranged from around 60
to 100 dinars. Noble houses, however, were more expensive, with lease sometimes
exceeding 300 dinars per year. Of course, the lease was lower than the sale price;
thus, a house valued at 3,000 dinars was rented for as little as 60 grossi.®> Quite
understandably, the prices of vineyards were not uniform either, depending on their
size and location. Vineyard surfaces in the Dubrovnik area were measured in zlatica.
It is believed that one zlatica of land covered approximately 1,680 m2. During the last
decades of the 13t and the first quarter of the 14t century, a zlatica of vineyard in
the Ragusan Zupa was worth an average of 49 perpers, in Gruz 31, on the island of
Sipan 42.5, and in Rijeka 43 perpers.® The zlatica, as a unit of area, was about five
times larger than the Kotor quadragnolus.®” Given the scarcity of data on vineyard
prices per unit area in Kotor, it is difficult to make direct comparisons with Dubrovnik.
Nevertheless, the impression is that vineyards in Dubrovnik were somewhat more
expensive than those in Kotor. It is also important to note that land under vine
cultivation was significantly more expensive than land of the same area used for other
purposes. Vineyards were often twice as expensive, and in one case even four times
as expensive.®®

From the first half of the 14t century, we also have data on the prices of weapons
imported into Serbia. Toma from Kotor, son of Pavle Tomin, arranged in 1329 to
purchase weapons from Venetian Mafeo Riciuoli, most likely for King Stefan Decanski.
By March 1330, the said Venetian was to deliver to Toma in Dubrovnik 50 kettle hats
priced at 29 grossi each (2 perpers and 5 dinars), 10 pairs of gauntlets worth 3 perpers
per pair, 10 gorgets at about 8 perpers each, and 25 pairs of greaves, each costing 20
grossi.®® If we sum these prices, it appears that the protective gear for a warrior’s
hands, legs and head cost 15 perpers and 1 dinar. This refers to parts of protective
clothing that offered the best defence against crossbow bolts’ — just a portion of a
warrior’s full equipment. A cuirass was sold in October 1349 for one ducat.”* The
cuirass was at that time the most advanced type of breastplate, composed of multiple
small steel plates sewn into fabric made of leather or cloth and connected with
threads.”? An ordinary bow for arrows cost 3 perpers in 14"-century Ragusa, while a

6 B. BuHasep, ,Mpna03un UCTOpUju NnaemMeHUTMX meTana“, 68.

6 Gregor Cremosnik, ,Vinogradarstvo i vino u Dalmaciji srednjega veka“, Glasnik Zemaljskog
muzeja XLV. Sveska za historiju i etnografiju (1933) 16-18; B. BuHasep, ,,Mpnao3un uctopumijm
naemeHuUTMX metana“, 59.

5 Munow Bnarojesuh, ,Mpunor npoyyasary cpear0BEKOBHUX mepa”, 106—-107.

68 G. Cremosnik, ,Vinogradarstvo i vino u Dalmaciji, 18.

8 Pyxa hyk, Cpbuja u Bereyuja y XIIl u XIV eeky, beorpag, 1986, 130; D. Petrovi¢, Dubrovacko
oruZje u XIV veku, 123, 138; eadem, ,,Opy:kje Cpbuje n EBpona“, 148, 153, n. 41.

70 DAD, Diversa Cancellariae, IX, fol. 101’. For the use of this and other documents from the
State Archives in Dubrovnik, | am indebted to my colleague dr Neven Isailovi¢. . Netposuh,
,Opyxje Cpbuje n EBpona“, 149.

1 D. Petrovi¢, Dubrovacko oruZje u XIV veku, 107-108.

2 Mapko Anekcuh, ,,Pedopma cpricke Bojcke y Bpeme CtedaHa JywaHa”, BojHo-ucmopujcku
2nacHuk 2 (2015) 10-11.
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decorated one was valued at 3 ducats.” A large oblong shield, known as a pavise of
standard type, cost 1 ducat, while larger versions for guard posts were somewhat
more expensive.’* It should be noted that at that time, one Venetian ducat was worth
24 grossi, or two Ragusan perpers.”> From slightly later period, we know that well-
known Prizren merchant Bogdan Kirizmi¢ concluded a contract in 1371 with Ragusan
armourer Giannino, an Italian, for the purchase of 20 horse armours for 224 perpers.”®
This means each of these armours cost slightly more than 11 perpers. Based on all
these data, we can see how expensive quality imported military equipment was. A
complete set of armour was worth as much as large plots of land. Weapons were, of
course, also produced within the Serbian state”’, and these were certainly cheaper
than imported ones.

Unfortunately, it is nearly impossible to provide any estimate of the income of
Serbian nobility during the first half of the 14t century. It is undeniable that the
influence of the nobility grew significantly during this period. At the same time, thanks
to the conquest of Byzantine territories, their material wealth increased.” This is
reflected in the fact that from the time of King Milutin, prominent members of the
noble class began to build endowments of stone.” The power of individual nobles is
illustrated by the example of Hrelja, who, when he joined Byzantine Emperor
Andronikos Ill, reportedly commanded 1,000 soldiers.®’ However, it is difficult to
assess what size of estates a noble needed to be properly equipped for war. We do
have some data on the incomes of Byzantine pronoiarioi at the end of the 13* and the
first half of the 14 century. Emperor Michael VIII Palaiologos (1259-1282) stated in
a prostagma to his son Andronikos in 1272 that a warrior who proved useful in military
service could have his income increased to 24 up to 36 perpers per year.® It is worth

3 |bidem, 61-62.

74 |bidem, 96-98.

75 Pavao Zivkovi¢, ,Pariteti dubrovackog novca u srednjem vijeku, Anali Zavoda za povijesne
znanosti HAZU u Dubrovniku 22-23 (1985) 33.

76 L. Metposuh, ,,Opyskje Cpbuje n Espona”, 157.

7 byphuua MNetposuh, ,Opyxkje”, in: Ucmopuja npumereHe ymemHocmu kod Cpba |,
CpedrosekosHa Cpbuja, ed. Hapa AHapejesuh-KyH, beorpag 1977, 127-130.

8 Munow WsaHosuh, ,Kpa/beBcTBO M ApylwTBEHa enuta y 3emsbama Hemawuha“, in:
Kpareescmeo u apxuenuckonuja y cprnckum U noMmopckum semsmama Hemarbuha. TemamcKu
360pHUK y Yacm 800 200uHa Npoznauierba Kpasbescmaa u aymokeganHe apxuernuckonuje
CBUX CPIMCKUX U MOMOPCKUX 3eMasba, ed. Jbybomup Makcumosuh & Cphad Mupusatpuh,
beorpag 2019, 486487, 490, 496—-498.

® UsaH hophesuh, 3udHo caukapcmeso cpricke enacmerne y 0oba Hemarbuha, Beorpag 1994,
131; Munow MeaHoswuh, ,Kpasb Bractena u Bojcka“, in: Ceemu kpasb MusaymuH. Bnadap Ha
packpwhuma ceemosa, ed. CphaH MupueaTtpuh, CMumba MapjaHosuh-Aywanuh & JaHuuya
MNonoswuh, beorpag 2022, 270.

80 BuzaHmujcku uzeopu 3a ucmopujy Hapoda Jyzocnasuje VI, ed. ®paro bapuwnh & boxknaap
depjanumnh, beorpaa 1986, 364—365.

81 Mark Bartusis, Late Byzantine Army. Arms and Society, 1204—1453, Philadelphia 1992, 179;
idem, Land and Privilege in Byzantium. The Institution of Pronoia, Cambridge 2012, 266.
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noting that at that time Byzantine coinage was still gold, but of lower quality than
before.®? On the other hand, two praktika from 1321 and 1323 provide evidence of
three soldiers who had estates yielding incomes of 70, 72 and 80 perpers.® With such
incomes, they were at the bottom of the ladder of the known pronoiarioi.®* However,
it is assumed that their actual incomes were higher, in fact between 150 and 220
perpers, which at that time corresponded to sums between 100 and 150 Venetian
ducats.?> From this perspective, the salary of the famous Catalan mercenaries as
horsemen in the early 14™ century, at 23 ducats per month, does not seem
excessive.® There were indeed many modest collective pronoiarioi who in 1342 had
incomes of 10 to 12 perpers per year, but it is believed that they were of no higher
status than peasants who had an imperial act on the reduction of their taxes.®” We can
only assume in principle that Serbian nobles in the territories conquered from
Byzantium had incomes no less than those of the local pronoiarioi. With around 100
ducats per year, they could, despite other expenses they certainly had, afford
appropriate military equipment.

One of the elements indicating the economic strengthening of the Serbian state
and the greater purchasing power of its highest stratum is the import of expensive
textiles from abroad. Data on the acquisition of these luxury goods through Dubrovnik
become more frequent from the last decades of the 13 century.®® However, there
is relatively little information on the prices of individual textiles. As expected, those
intended as gifts for Serbian rulers were very expensive. Thus, in 1280, the Ragusan
Commune paid Paskoje Vukovi¢ 52 perpers for a cloth from Ypres intended as a gift
for the Serbian king.®° For King Stefan Decanski, the Ragusans procured in 1326 twelve
pieces of fabric worth 600 perpers.® Three years later, during peace negotiations
with the same ruler, the Commune paid 592 perpers for 17 pieces of two types of
fabric.’* We can see that quality fabrics cost between around 30 and 50 perpers per
piece. They were worth as much as a good portion of a warrior’s protective gear.
There were also cheaper ones, such as vacet, a fabric of Eastern origin that arrived in
Dubrovnik via Italy, priced at 11.5 to 19 perpers per piece.’> The cheapest was coarse

82 Philip Grierson, Byzantine Coins, London 1982, 290-291; B. MsaHuweswuh, Hos4yapcmeo
cpedroseKosHe Cpbuje, 24—25.
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woollen cloth known as sclavina or rassa (rasa), produced by the Vlachs. Its price
ranged from 40 follari to 2 dinars per cubit, depending on the colour, with the finer
quality worth up to 2.5 dinars.®® This was, of course, lower-quality clothing purchased
by the population of modest means.

It is clear that when we do not know the incomes of the nobility, even less can be
said about the incomes of other categories of the population. It is undeniable that
the rural population did not work solely for their own sustenance and to meet the
needs of the privileged class.® This particularly applies to the Vlachs and craftsmen.
The Vlachs, thanks to their key role in transport trade and participation in wool
processing, had opportunities to engage in market activities. Similarly, rural
craftsmen, who belonged to the category of majastorija, certainly did not work only
for their lords but also produced for the market.®> Their incomes are indeed
impossible to estimate.

For the territory of the Ragusan Commune, we have information on the wages of
various workers, which offers a framework for estimating the incomes of dependent
inhabitants in the Serbian state. Almost until 1347, wages were constant. The lowest
earnings were those of day labourers in vineyards and fields, about 1 dinar per day.
Sailors received 0.5 to 1 dinar per day, oarsmen 1 dinar, and soldiers on guard duty
the same. Assistants to masters earned around 1 to 1.4 dinars per day.®® The masters
themselves had higher daily wages, but even these did not exceed 5 dinars per day
during this period.”” It is evident that with their earnings, they could not afford luxury
goods such as the expensive fabrics we have mentioned.

Prices and incomes from the mid-14* century
to the eighth decade of the 15t century

As already noted, the great plague epidemic that swept through Europe from 1347
triggered disruptions in prices and wages. While source limitations obscure these
economic impacts within the Serbian lands, there is no reason to doubt that they
were affected as well. Hence, we have decided to examine in the second part of this

% |bidem, 11-15; B. BuHasep, ,,[1pna031 UCTOPUjU NIEMEHUTUX MeTana“, 66.

% Aleksander Panjek, “Integrated Peasant Economy as a Concept in Progress”, in: Integrated
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Aleksander Panjek, Jaspe Larsson and Luca Mocarelli, Koper 2017, 20-25, 42—-44; Milos
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Panjek, Turnhout 2024, 143-144.
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paper the period from the mid-14t century until the fall of the Serbian medieval state,
employing data arising a few decades after the establishment of Ottoman rule. It must
be said that, due to the absence of sources, the majority of data in fact pertain to the
15% century. Therefore, our focus shall be on the period of the State of Serbian
Despots (1402—1459). It must be stressed that, in this epoch, prices and revenues in
the Serbian state may have been influenced by other factors as well. Chief among
these were the attacks of the Ottomans, who, from the final decades of the 14t
century, harassed and plundered the Serbian territories, leading to the desolation of
estates and the displacement of the population. Despot Stefan Lazarevic, in a charter
of 1406, granted to the Wallachian monasteries of Tismana and Vodita, mentions the
population from the monastic estates who had departed to other regions under his
rule or to Hungary. He likewise alludes to the possibility of the dependent population
departing from monastic estates to Hungary or Bulgaria.’® That same ruler, in January
1407, granted the Lavra of St Athanasius the right to retrieve those who had fled their
estates due to the attacks of a certain Hasan.*® It may be observed that, due to that,
monasteries began to value more the receipt of aid in precious metals than the
possession of land. Thus, Kyr Andonije, a representative of the Lavra of St Athanasius,
entreated Despot Durad to accept back their estates and, in lieu thereof, grant them
revenues from his “household”, which he did. Instead of the former 100 litrae, the
monastery was to receive 120 litrae of silver.2® All of this attests to unfavourable
conditions for economic development. On the other hand, it is beyond dispute that
the early decades of the 15™ century witnessed considerable development of mining
and a rise in revenues therefrom.'%! The rise of mining towns attracted new labourers
and enabled dependent peasants to sell their produce in their markets.%?

We shall commence our analysis with a source that may possibly date from the
very end of the previously observed period, but which is more conveniently placed in
this section due to the nature of the material that shall follow. Documents bearing
witness to property sales and purchases and originating from the territory of the
Serbian state are rare. One such document is the so-called Prizren Tapu, which can
only be tentatively dated to the period of the Serbian Empire (1346-1371).1%

% AHgpwja BecennHoswuh, , Tpu nosesbe u3 XV Beka 3a MaHacTupe TucmeHy v Boauuy”, Cmapu
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beorpag 1994, 119-120, 383.
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According to this document, drawn up by nomikos Nikola, it is recorded that
Dobroslava, daughter of Karos, together with her two sons and daughter, sold her
court in Prizren to Mane, brother of Dragica, for eight litrae of silver. The boundaries
of the court were precisely noted, alongside the neighbours.1% It has been calculated
that the surface area of the court being sold was 216 m2.1% |t is generally believed that
this was a house.®® However, Dorde Bubalo, considering the surface area, the manner
of measurement, and the price paid, stated that it was more likely a parcel of land. It
was rightly noted that contracts on the sale of houses typically do not specify the
base dimensions, but rather provide details concerning the location, the number of
storeys, and the type of construction material.1%” A litra of silver at that time was likely
worth 7.5-8 ducats,'® implying that the court was sold for a sum of around 60—64
Venetian ducats.’® Given the selling price of other houses in Serbia, Porde Bubalo
deemed this amount to be relatively low.'%° This would not have been the case if
compared with the prices of houses in Skopje, yet no precise evaluation is possible
here owing to the absence of data concerning the characteristics of the house, hence
the justified suspicion that it was not a residential facility that was sold. From
approximately the same period, we have the information that in 1383 Mihailo
Mencetic sold a wooden house in Srebrenica to Bogavac Pribojevi¢ Okrugli for 3.5 litrae
of fine silver,'*! corresponding to a sum of around 28 ducats. We shall return to house
prices in the 15% century further below. If it was indeed a parcel of land, the price of
around 60 ducats could be equal to around 180 Serbian perpers.’2 This is close to the
sum paid by King Milutin for land in Skopje intended for the construction of a palace
and court for a church. Without doubt, the plot in Prizren was situated in a prime
location, as the neighbouring estate is noted to have included the “imperial garden” 13

104 |bidem, 147-149, 250.

105 Cuma hnpkrosuh, ,Kyha (2)“, in: /lekcukoH cprickoe cpedre2 eeka, ed. Cuma hupkosuh &
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109 C, fmpkosuh, ,Kyha“, 355, states that it was the price of 50-60 ducats.

110%, bybano, Cpricku Homuyu, 150.

111 Muxaumno Aunuh, 3a ucmopujy pydapcmea y cpedresekosHoj Cpbuju u bocHu |, Beorpag,
1955, 54; lecaHka Koeauesuh-Kojuh, CpedrosjekosHa CpebpeHuya XIV-XV sujek, beorpag,
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Further significant data on some prices in the Serbian lands are found in the
charter of Constantine Dragases from March 1388 for the church of the Ascension
in Stip, whose ktetor was his voivode Dmitar. Amongst other things, the voivode
purchased Ugolnica for his endowment — the nature of which remains unclear — for
8 Venetian perpers, a garden from Dobroslav Lelotev and his brother Dobromir for
5 Venetian perpers, and from Muzgovi¢ he bought a gradina (enclosed garden) for
5 perpers. To four men he paid 20 Venetian perpers for one mill, and to two brothers
and their nephew he paid 30 perpers for another mill. From a certain Miha he
acquired a garden for 2 Venetian perpers, and from Momcilo Kasteljanovi¢ he bought
a field for 4 perpers.* Thus, in Dragases’ domain, Venetian coinage was in use. At
first glance, it is puzzling that the term “perper” is employed and not “ducat”. It is
certain, therefore, that this refers to Venetian silver grossi. Following the reform of
1379, the exchange rate was 18.5 grossi per one ducat. This was encouraged by the
minting of a new Byzantine silver perper, which was worth half the value of the
Venetian ducat.!*® The question remains whether “perpers” here signifies a grosso
or, in fact, 12 Venetian grossi, as calculated in Crete!'® — which seems more likely.
Such a Venetian perper was certainly of greater worth than the Serbian or Ragusan
one. In the late 14 century, one ducat equalled 30-32 Ragusan dinars.!*” The
Serbian currency was certainly of even lesser value. Hitherto, we have not had prices
for gardens and mills, making comparison with other data difficult. It may be
observed that mills were considerably cheaper than the land in Prizren, and yet
costlier than houses in Skopje — although one must consider the temporal distance
of nearly 90 years. The different prices of mills, as expected, indicate differences
among them, probably based on location and quality. Gardens and gradine, as we
observe, could be cheaper or slightly costlier than fields. Taking into account the
prices of fields in the inventory of estates of the Htetovo monastery, the field which
voivode Dmitar bought for his endowment was relatively cheap. Given the passage
of time, it could not rival in price the most expensive pieces of land bought for the
Htetovo monastery.

From the first half of the 15™ century we have more data on the prices of houses
in the territory of the Serbian Despotate. It is important to note that all such
references pertain to mining towns in Serbia, and that those were residential facilities
belonging to Ragusans. In a testament compiled on 9 September 1409, Junije
Sorkocevic¢ states, among other things, that in the market of Trepca he owned a
wooden house and a walled room, which had cost him 25 litrae. He bequeathed one

114 Akmobl pycckazo Ha ceAMomMb AGOHE MOHACMBIPA C8. 8EAUKOMYYeHUKA U ybaumens
MNMaHmeneumoHa, Kiesb 1873, 391-392.

115 Frederic Lane & Reinhold Muller, Money and Banking in Medieval and Renaissance Venice,
Volume One: Coins and Money Account, Baltimore 2019, 403-405, 416-427.
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half to his sons and the other to his out-of-wedlock son Dorde from Trepca.t*® Though
not highlighted, it is almost certain that the amount refers to 25 litrae of silver, which
would place the value of the house at 200 ducats. If, however, it refers to 25 litrae of
coin, this would mean the amount must be multiplied by 240, as one litra consisted
of 12 ounces, and each ounce of 20 dinars.?° That would yield a total of approximately
6,000 dinars — roughly equal to no less than 150 ducats. In the first decade of the 15
century, one ducat was worth 30—36 Ragusan grossi,? and in the fourth decade of
the same century, one ducat equalled 42 Serbian dinars.'?! There is no doubt that
this house was significantly more expensive than those in Skopje.

Another important piece of information concerning real estate prices in the
Serbian state is from March 1423, when Veseoko Babci¢ sold his two-storey wooden
house with a courtyard in Srebrenica'?? to Marin Guceti¢ for 10 litrae of silver. The
buyer undertook to pay Babdic¢ three litrae of silver or a monetary equivalent annually,
for the remainder of his life. The house was situated on the via de merchado, the
road leading to the main town square. The sale of the house was part of the
arrangement whereby Marin and his brother Nikola forgave a debt owed by Veseoko
to their father, Simon Guceti¢. At the time of sale, Marin also gifted Veseoko twelve
cubits of cloth valued at one litra of silver.’?® The house was later described as large
and beautiful.??* The price in this case amounted to around 80 ducats, though the
mentioned life annuity and pre-existing debt of Veseoko Babci¢ must be taken into
account. Of course, the exact amount of the debt is unknown, nor can the duration
of the annuity be estimated. It is known that Veseoko was active in Srebrenica since
1408.1% Stone houses were, as expected, more expensive. One such house was
appraised at 50 litrae of silver?® in Srebrenica in May 1427 — equivalent to as much
as around 400 ducats. The cheapest house from this period was located in Crnca,
which Paskoje Marota bequeathed to the local church of St Mary in 1464, and which
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was valued at 20 ducats.'? It must be borne in mind that this bequest was made
already at the time of Ottoman rule, and that Crn¢a was a mining place of significantly
lesser importance than Srebrenica or Novo Brdo.!%®

The stated property values in the Despotate are again worth comparing to house
prices in neighbouring states. It is known that sometime between 1417 and 1419,
Despot Stefan Lazarevi¢ purchased a house in Mitrovica,'?® in Hungarian territory, for
5 litrae of silver. In the absence of any details concerning this house, it is difficult to
assess whether the sum of 40 ducats was a low price for such a property. Mitrovica
had some commercial significance in this period,’*° though it can scarcely be
compared with Serbian mining centres in terms of economic development.

For the first half of the 15" century we also possess information on some house
prices in Kotor, dating from 1418 to 1431. It should be noted that from 1420 Kotor
was under Venetian rule.’®! In 1418, Mirka, wife of Bogantije, sold a house for an
unknown sum to Gojislava Mirojevi¢ in Kotor — a house she herself had previously
bought for 15 Kotor perpers.’3? In 1431, Teodor de Vlado transferred a house to his
brother Graso to settle the debt of 80 Kotor perpers owed to Stefan Laurencio,
Teodor’s creditor. There are not many details about this house, other than that it lay
within the parish of St Mary of Reka (Santa Maria Collegiata).’*® That same year, a
house belonging to Paolo de Montelparo was put up for public auction due to a debt
of 400 Kotor perpers, on the request of creditor Marin Drusko, in the parish of the
church of St Tryphon.®®* It is unclear whether the house sufficed to cover the debt. It
may be observed that if these sums are taken as prices, the value of houses varied
greatly — doubtless depending on the location and quality of the building.

Regarding the value of houses in Dubrovnik during the late 14" and early 15t
centuries, we possess data on residences reserved for rulers and nobility from the
hinterlands. It therefore comes as no surprise that both their purchase prices and
rental values were very high. In 1399, to reward Bosnian King Stefan Ostoja (1398-
1404; 1409-1418) and voivode Hrvoje Vukci¢ for ceding land between Ljuta and
Kurilo, the Ragusans decided to admit them to their patrician ranks and gift them
houses worth 1,500 ducats each. When the envoys declined the proposal to have

127 DAD, Testamenta Notariae XVIII, fol. 99; Momunno Cnpemuh, ,LipHuya y cpearem Bery”,
360pHuK ®unozogpckoe pakyamema y beoepady XVIII-A (1994) 140-141; C. hupkosuh,
,Kyha (2)“, 355.

128 For more details about Crnca see: M. Cnpemuh, , LipHya y cpearbem Bery”, 127-146.

129 Jby6omup CrojaHosuh, Cmape cpricke nosesve u nucma -1, beorpag — Cpemcku Kapnosum
1929, 221; M. Purkovi¢, ,,0 cenama®“, 264.

130 Cuma hmpkosuh, , Civitas sancti Demetrii“, in: Cpemcka Mumposuya, ed. Pagomup Mpuua,
Cpemcka Mutposuua 1969, 68; idem, , Kpetara npema cesepy”, in: Ucmopuja cprckoz
Hapooda ll, ed. JosaHKa Kanuh, beorpag, 1982, 316.

131 MBaH boxkuh, , Joba banwuha“, in: Ucmopuja LipHe Mope 11-2, Tutorpag 1970, 125-127.

132 Henag dejuh, ,Mcnpase KoTopckmx HoTapa 13 XV ctoneha”, Miscellanea 8 (1980) 29.

133 |bidem, 29-30.
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building plots purchased and houses constructed there, they were instead presented
with 3,000 ducats to procure suitable houses themselves.’*> After this question was
officially resolved, on 25 February 1399, the Ragusans issued charters admitting both
men to the nobility and granting them houses in the city. It is worth noting that these
documents refer to the houses as polace — King Ostoja’s having previously belonged
to nobleman Marin Bunié, and Hrvoje’s to lady Filipa.’*® The term polaca generally
denoted large, luxurious and solidly constructed buildings intended to endure.*¥” This
explains their exorbitant values, which far exceeded all the above examined examples.
Subsequently, both King Ostoja’s and voivode Hrvoje’s houses were expanded with a
cistern, door and balcony each.3® After Hrvoje’s death in 1416, records show his polac¢a
being leased by the Ragusan Commune in February 1418 for three years at 50 perpers
annually.’® A part of the sum went to the lease of the estate.’. This means that the
actual rental value of the palace amounted to 13—16 ducats yearly'** — barely more
than 1% of its value. This house later passed to Hrvoje’s granddaughters, who rented
it at similar rates.*? It should be noted that Bosnian rulers had a house in Dubrovnik
which had been obtained by King Tvrtko | (1353-1391).1%% The houses of Bosnian rules
were leased for 30—65 perpers annually** — comparable to rates at which the Ragusan
nobility leased their houses.'® The noble Pavlovi¢ family from Bosnia, meanwhile,
received textiles worth approximately 50 ducats for their house.'#®

Luxury residences in Venice commanded even higher values than in Dubrovnik. In
1429, Bosnian magnate voivode Sandalj Hrani¢ acquired a house in Venice worth as
much as 2,000 ducats in exchange for houses in Zadar and Kotor'#’, which suggests
his Kotor house may have been worth around 1,000 ducats.

135 Gregor Cremosnik, ,Prodaja Bosanskog primorja Dubrovniku 1399. god i kralj Ostoja“,
Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja XL — II. Sveska za historiju i etnografiju (1928) 120-121; CphaH
Pyauh, ,0 kyhu XpBoja Bykunha XpsatuHuha y [lybpoBHuKY“, Mcmopujcku yaconuc 58
(2008) 353-354; AnekcaHgpa Poctukos, ,Kyhe 6ocaHckux Bnagapa y Ay6poBHMKY,
UHuyujan. Yaconuc 3a cpedro8ekosHe cmyouje 12 (2024) 170.

136 b, CtojaHoBwh, Mosesve u nucma -1, 427-429, 446-447; G. Cremosnik, ,Prodaja Bosanskog
primorja“, 121; C. Pyauh, ,,0 kyhu XpBoja Bykunha“, 354—-355.
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primorja“, 121; C. Pyauh, ,,0 kyhu XpBoja Bykunha“, 354—355.
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Filozofski fakultet Zagreb, 2024) 130.
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For 15t-century Serbia, we regrettably have scant information about land prices.
One record shows Bishop of Pe¢ Marko purchasing two vineyards in 1411 for six litrae
of silver*® (approximately 48 ducats) for his endowment — the church of St George in
Zdrelnik, from Radoslav Baranovi¢ and Ratko. While the size of these vineyards
remains unknown, their price appears relatively high if we take into account some
other data. For instance, in February 1458, a certain priest Nikola bought five motikas
of vineyard from Nikola Le$ni for 135 aspras.!* The location of the vineyard is not
known. Given the late 14%™-century records mentioning gospodin Vuk and
Emperor Pazait (evidently Bayezid 1),*° it is plausible that the vineyard in question,
just like the manuscript, was located somewhere in the Brankovi¢s’ area. The
135 aspras at that time held a value slightly exceeding 3 Venetian ducats.*>* This
vineyard was therefore considerably cheaper than those bought by Bishop Marko. It
thus seems likely that the vineyards intended for the church in Zdrelnik were
significantly larger. In 1431, Luca de Abbate, a resident of Kotor, sold a vineyard to
blacksmith Ljesko for 100 Kotor perpers.’>? As the exchange rate between Kotor’s
currency and the ducat remains unknown, we can only tentatively suggest that the
price of this vineyard was roughly comparable to those purchased by Bishop Marko.

As regards the prices of various goods in the late 14 and the first half of the 15
century, we shall first turn our attention to weaponry. As in the preceding period, we
possess data only on the prices of imported arms. It appears that in the Despotate,
towards the end of the third and the early fourth decade of the 14t century, the
manufacture of complete crossbows began. Prior to that, they had been imported in
large quantities via Dubrovnik.'>3 Around the same time, the production of small arms
also commenced in the Despotate.> Finally, it appears that gunpowder began to be
produced in the Serbian state in roughly the same period.> Armour production,
however, does not seem to have attained such a level, and thus suits of armour

148 Jby6omup CrojaHosuh, Cmapu cprcku 3anucu u Hamnucu IV, beorpag 1923, 23.

19 V/|adimir Mosin, Cirilski rukopisi Jugoslavenske akademije, Dio |, Opis rukopisa, Zagreb 1955,
216-217, brings a somewhat different reading of the inscription than stated in his first
edition: CtojaHoswuh, 3anucu u Hamnucu IV, 29. The most significant for us is that Mosin
reads the date of the record as SII3S (6966=1458), whereas Stojanovi¢ gives SI3I'
(6966=1455). The year proposed by Mosin seems more plausible to us, due to the mention
of aspras as well, since the Brankovics’ area fell under Ottoman rule in June 1455. See: M.
Cnpemuh, Jecnom bypah bpaHkosuh, 430-433. It should be emphasised that aspras had
already been in wide circulation in the Brankovi¢s’ area before this period: M. AnHuh, 3a
ucmopujy pydapcmea |1, 80. The first to draw attention to the vineyard price data was M.
Purkovi¢, ,,0 cenama“, 263.
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151 For the aspras-ducat parity see: Sevket Pamuk, A Monetary History of the Ottoman Empire,
Cambridge 2000, 46.
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153, Netposuh, ,,Opyxje”, 128.

154 M. Amnuh, U3 dybpoesaukoe apxuea |, 71; B. Netposuh, ,Opy:kje”, 128.
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continued to be largely imported.® In February 1389, the Ragusans decided to
present Stefan Musi¢ with a pair of armours valued at 50 ducats.'® These were
exceedingly costly, considering their prices in the 15% century. This is evident from a
contract concluded on 28 September 1433 between the Ragusan Commune and
master Zoane, whereby he was to make for them each year 25 cuirasses with kettle
hats, 15 of which were to include sleeves, a collar, and a vest of cloth; the remainder
were for oarsmen. For each of the 15 cuirasses, the Commune was to pay him 8
ducats, and additional 3 for each kettle hat. For the cuirasses and helmets intended
for the oarsmen, he was to receive 4 ducats apiece.'®® It is worth noting that this sum
did not include the master’s annual wage, fixed by the contract at 100 perpers,**® and
accordingly, the prices varied when he sold them directly to the inhabitants of the
Republic of Ragusa. Thus, in 1437 he sold one cuirass for 10 ducats; in 1438 he sold
a cuirass and kettle hat for 6 ducats and 8 perpers, while in that same year he charged
15 ducats for one helmet. In 1445, he sold two abdominal armours for 16 ducats.*®°
In 1455, the Commune determined to pay 4 ducats for Zoane’s iron cuirasses with a
steel breastplate, 5 for those coated in a yellow protective varnish, and 8 ducats for
those capable of withstanding a full shot.** Dubrovnik also paid him 4 perpers — later
2 ducats —for the repair of each individual piece of armour.®? According to a contract
from August 1452, Vlaho Petrojevic¢, a native of Lastva who had settled in Novi, was
to receive from Herzog Stefan Vukci¢ Kosaca an irrevocable loan of 100 ducats, and
in return, he was to manufacture armours which the Herzog would redeem at 8
ducats apiece.'®® It may be said that 8 ducats was an almost standard price for armour,
although there were examples of dearer ones. In 1437, Marin Drusko paid 80 perpers
for a steel panciera — an abdominal plate armour — which he intended to send to
Voivode Stefan Vukg¢i¢.16

Fewer details are known about the prices of other weaponry. In January 1437,
Kotor blacksmith Andrija undertook to produce for merchant Simiko Brajanov 16

156 |bidem.

157 Muxanno Aunnuh, Odnyke seha [lybposayke penybauke, Kib. 2, beorpag 1964, 504; .
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163 Ygo Crjenyesunh & Pucto KosujaHuh, ,XpaHuhu-Kocaye y KOTOPCKMM cnomeHumumMma“,
Ucmopucku yaconuc 5 (1954-1955) 318-319; Cuma hupkosuh, Xepuee CmegaH Bykuuh-
Kocaya u e2o80 0oba, beorpaa 1964, 124.

164 Hyphuua Metposuh, ,[NaBHO opyxkje enoxe u opyxapu y 3embu CredpaHa Bykuuha
Kocaue®, in: Cpricka npo3a daHac. Kocaue — ocHusa4u XepuyezosuHe: hoposuhesu cycpemu
npo3Hux nucaua y bunehu. Hay4yHu ckyn ucmopu4apa y Fayxy, 20-22. cenmembap 2000, ed.
Pagocnas Bpatuh, Mauko 2002, 530.
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swords without scabbards for 12 Venetian ducats.'®® This would place the price of
each sword somewhat below a single ducat. Naturally, this was not the rule, as more
costly examples certainly existed, but it serves as a rough indication. In this period,
Serbian nobles also used sabres, which were perceived as Turkish arms.®® Some were
evidently of great value. One sabre was pledged in Dubrovnik in 1396 for 20 ducats
and 5 grossi. In 1403, one Turkish sabre was sold in the same city for 15 perpers, or
6 ducats.’’ A surviving note from the second decade of the 15t century states that
one sabre was valued equal to one sword and two cordes.'®® Crossbows sold in the
Ragusan market during the early decades of the 15™ century cost between 2 and 3
Venetian ducats.® It is worth noting that a source from 1397 records a cannon being
valued at less than 10 ducats.”® Horses can also be considered a component of martial
equipment. For this period, we lack data on their price in the Serbian state, but in the
region of the Ragusan Commune, prices varied widely from 8 to as much as 120
perpers — approximately 40 ducats. Horses priced between 30 and 60 perpers were
considered more expensive. The prices of mares, however, ranged from 6 to 28
perpers, with most prices between 10 and 20 perpers.'’? It is nearly impossible to
determine the cost of full martial equipment. A cuirass with a kettle hat cost at least
11 ducats, but this did not constitute complete martial equipment. Broadly speaking,
it may be said that the prices of military equipment, like those of many other items,
rose from the mid-14* century onward. The same may be said of horse prices.
Throughout the late Middle Ages, the importation of luxurious fabrics into Serbian
lands continued. It is virtually impossible to determine the average price of these
cloths, given the diversity in type and quality. A record from 1370 notes that a piece
of aksamit of a Ragusan merchant was valued at 29 ducats.’? A piece of cloth cost
between 20 and 30 ducats at the end of the century.'’? At the same time, Florentine

185 Pucto KosujaHuh & Ueo Crjenyesuh, KyamypHu xcusom cmapoz Komopa, XIV-XVIII sujek,
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see: bojaH MNonosuh, Cprcka cpedro08eko8Ha 81a0apcKa U eaacmeocka ooeha, Beorpag,
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fabrics are mentioned, valued at 46 and 38 ducats apiece.'* From 1416, the manufacture
of woollen cloth commenced in Dubrovnik,”® and these too began to be exported to the
Serbian market. Inferior-quality Ragusan cloth cost around 5 ducats per piece, while the
finer types were priced between 10 and 20 ducats per petia.'”® Their retail prices in the
Despotate in the mid-15t" century seem to have ranged from 16 to 18 ducats per piece.'”’
In addition, there are records of cloth from Verona, Vicenza and Florence being sold in
the Serbian state during this period.?”® Their prices ranged from 21 to 27 ducats per piece,
although one high-quality Florentine fabric was valued at as much as 40 ducats.'” In
1457, Marko Staj sent to Serbia via Ivan SvirCevi¢ 16 Florentine cloths valued in total at
336 ducats,* which would place each at 21 ducats. Particularly costly were the fabrics
designated in 1446 by the Ragusans as a gift for Lazar Brankovi¢, son of Despot Durad,
and his bride. For her, fabrics were to be procured from Venice, and for him, from
Mantua and Florence, at a total value of 600 ducats.® It is noted that one cubit of
brocade was worth 4 ducats, while the same measure of silk velvet cost 2.5 ducats.'®
The true extent of imported fabric prices is best grasped when compared to the
prices of garments prescribed in the Novo Brdo Legal Code (1412) of Despot Stefan
Lazarevi¢, specifically its second part known in scholarship as the Law of Novo Brdo.'®
In Article XllI, titled “On Tailors,” it is stipulated that a woman'’s skirt cost 20 dinars,
a woman’s barhan 16, and a single-layer barhan 10 dinars. A man’s barhan with
buttons cost 9 dinars, a man’s skirt with buttons 10, and a barhan with a girdle 7
dinars. The price of a man’s kontus (kontosion) was set at 20 dinars, as was the
kavadion. The mrcni plast was valued at 6 dinars, and klasnje at 4. The voivode was
to receive one svita at both Christmas and Easter.'® The barhan was a garment of
Arabic origin worn as a summer skirt or undergarment, often under a skirt in winter.%
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The kontus (kontosion) is believed to have been a long-sleeved overcoat with fur
lining and belt.'® The kavadion was a long, straight-cut robe with long sleeves, open
at the front and fastened with many buttons. The term may also have denoted a coat,
cloak or cavalry mantle.'® The term suknja denoted a basic winter garment for either
men or women.'8 The mrcni plast likely referred to a riding cloak, similar to a gunj,
zubun or gonela.*® The klasnje referred to either coarse woollen cloth or a type of
stocking.'®® Lastly, svita denoted the costliest and highest quality fabric for tailoring
and can be considered a general term for the principal garment.’®* The article “On
Leatherworkers” prescribed that the best koZuh was to cost 60, and a lined one 70
dinars. A man’s koZuh (sheepskin) was to cost 20, and lined sleeves 6 dinars.
Leatherworkers were obliged to gift the voivode a pair of lambskin gloves each year.1*?

It may be easily seen that the stated prices were likely maximum prices,* for they
were relatively low when compared to the prices of imported cloths, especially if we
bear in mind that a single ducat was worth 42 Serbian dinars. This implies that only
koZuhs exceeded the value of one ducat. It is also indicated that the prices
corresponded to the then-current market value of hides.'®* It is certain that these
regulations were primarily intended to secure favourable conditions for miners and
other labourers needed in mining operations.'

The provision “On Cobblers” prescribed that the finest crevlje (shoes)'*® were to
cost 5 dinars, whilst the rest cost 3 dinars. The best double-soled ones were to be
priced at 20 dinars, the best single-soled at 15, and reinforced shoes at 12 dinars.
Okolice, which may have referred to sandals,'®” were to cost 9 dinars, and the
reinforced ones 8. Old skornje (boots) were to be resoled for 5 dinars.®
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In contrast to the earlier period, it is possible to provide some estimates of the
revenues of Serbian noblemen in the 15™ century. Indirectly, some insight may be
gleaned from the charter of grand celnik Radi¢ to the Athonite monastery of
Kastamonitou. In the charter issued for this monastery in 1430/1431, he stipulated
that the monastery should each year receive from him 20 litrae of silver for the
purchase of food, namely grain. Upon his death, in place of the 20 litrae of silver, the
monastery was to enjoy the revenues from seven of his villages, whose names are not
specified, as well as shares from mining pits and smelteries.'®® By the charter from
May 1433, Celnik Radic reaffirmed his gift of 20 litrae of silver annually and added
two more litrae for the monastery hospital. Should he take monastic vows at the
monastery, he was not to seek revenue from the villages, nor demand silver.2° Based
on this, it may be inferred that the income from seven villages was equivalent to the
value of 20 litrae of silver, or approximately 160 ducats. Since the size of the villages
that were to pass to Kastamonitou upon Radic¢’s death is unknown, it is difficult to
assess what might be the average income of Radic’s villages. It is logical to presume
that these seven villages were not among the poorer ones. As the grand celnik held
around 60 villages, along with several hamlets and abandoned villages (selista)?°* the
160 ducats should be multiplied by nine, yielding the sum of 1,440 ducats in annual
income. One must also consider that he held the marketplace of Debrc, as well as
shares in mining pits and one smeltery. It appears certain, then, that his annual
revenues were not less than 1,500 ducats.?’? Clearly, Radi¢ had no difficulty procuring
costly arms and textiles. His annual income was equivalent to the value of a palace in
Dubrovnik. We know that the grand ¢elnik also had a house in Novo Brdo,?°® which
also must have been valuable.

It is, however, more difficult to estimate the incomes of less wealthy nobles and
what they could afford. It is worthwhile first to consider what level of income was
necessary for a nobleman to perform his military duties. Some estimates suggest that,
in Byzantium, it was more profitable to hold a pronoia than to depend on mercenary
wages. The intent was to ensure that the pronoiarioi earned a sum similar to that of
private landholders.?’* It must have been much the same in the State of Serbian
Despots. Economically, there was no essential distinction between a pronoia and a

199 Cyril Pavlikanov, Medieval Slavic Acts from Mount Athos 1230-1704. Critical Edition and
Commentary of the Texts, Sofia 2018, 105-106.

200 |pidem, 110.

201 For more details on the estates of grand ¢elnik Radi¢ see: C. Pavlikanov, Medieval Slavic
Acts, 84—104; laspo LLKpuBaHuh, ,BnactenmHcTBo BeaunKor YenHuKa Pagmya Noctynosuha®,
Ucmopujcku yaconuc 20 (1973) 125-136.

202 Munow WsaHosuh, ,,Kor 006pu u opyxcje”. Bnacmena [pxase cprickux decnoma (1402—
1459), beorpag, 2024, 504-505.

203 C. Pavlikanov, Medieval Slavic Acts, 103.

204 M, Bartusis, Land and Privilege in Byzantium, 497-503; idem, Late Byzantine Army,
172-175.
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patrimony (bastina).?®> During the first half of the 15% century, mercenary wages in
southeastern Europe ranged from 1 to 3 ducats per month. In the latter half of the
same century, data indicate that wages reached as high as 5 ducats for the same
period of service. Wages varied depending on the soldier’s equipment and region of
origin.2% The salaries of hired cavalrymen in the Ottoman army in the 1470s reached
as much as 8 ducats monthly. Janissaries, though infantrymen, were costlier than Italian
professional soldiers, whilst azaps, who were occasionally engaged, were cheaper.?” If
we assume an average mercenary wage in the period under consideration to be 2—3
ducats per month, this would mean a nobleman required an annual income of 24 to 36
ducats to be on an equal footing in terms of wage. We have already noted that celnik
Radi¢’s seven villages yielded some 160 ducats annually. Taking this into account, we
arrive at the calculation that each village may have brought in about 23 ducats in annual
revenue. This could imply that a nobleman needed to possess at least one such village
in order to properly perform his military duties.

It is nonetheless certain that some nobles (pronoiarioi) had less income than this.
There is a known case from the territory of Zeta, under Venetian rule, where the
settlement of Podgora and five neighbouring villages were held by no fewer than 16
individuals, mostly kin. Among these villages, only Podgora had more than ten
households.?® Ottoman defters contain precise data about the incomes of sipahis.
Given that in the decades immediately following the fall of the Despotate there were
many Christian sipahis in Ottoman service — likely former Serbian nobles —these data
are relevant to our inquiry. In the defter of Vuk’s Vilayet (the Brankovi¢ lands) from
1455 — though the data pertain to an earlier time2® — the principle was applied
whereby timariots with incomes up to 3,000 aspras were to participate in campaigns
personally. If their income exceeded this, then for each additional 3,000 aspras they
were to bring along another warrior cebelii.?'® A sum of 3,000 aspras was worth, at
the time, approximately 75 Venetian ducats.?!* Of 173 timars in the Brankovi¢ region,
only 25 were held by Christians. A total of 86 Christians were supported by these, of

205 Teoprnje Octporopcku, lMpoHuja. lpusnoe ucmopuju ¢eydanusma y BusaHmuju u
JymHocnoeeHcKkum 3emsbama, beorpag 1951, 136-137.

206 Cuma hmpkoswuh, ,LieHa HajaMHKKa y jyroucTouHoj EBponu Kpajem cpearber Beka”, in: BojHe
KpajuHe y jy20cn08eHCKUM 3eMsbama y Hoeom eeky 0o Kapnosaykoz mupa 1699., ed. Baca
Yy6punosuh, beorpaa 1989, 18-20.

27 |bidem, 15-16, 20.

208 Josephi Valentini, Acta Albaniae Veneta: saeculorum XIV et XV. Prs. 2 Saeculi XV
praescanderbegianam periodum complectens VIIl, Miinchen 1970, 199-205; BuKeHTui
Makywes, ,,O npoHiu Bb ApesBHeit Cepbin“, KypHanv MuHucmepcmea HapPOOHA20
npocebuweris CLXXV (1874) 8; I'. Octporopcku, MpoHuja, 157-169.

209 TatjaHa Katuh, BojHyuku degpmep u3 1455. 200uHe 3a caHyake Kpyweeau, BydumpH,
Mpu3speH u sunajeme 38e4aH, Jeney, Pac, CeHuye u Xoduded, beorpag, 2020, 27.

210 Oplast Brankovica. OpSirni katastarski popis iz 1455. godine, ed. Hamid HadZibegi¢, Adem
Handzi¢ i ESref Kovacevi¢, Sarajevo 1972, XVII.

1S, Pamuk, A Monetary History of the Ottoman Empire, 46.
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whom 31 were obliged to join military campaigns.?*2 No fewer than 16 of the Christian
timars yielded less than 1,000 aspras,?*® or under 25 ducats per annum. As these were
typically divided among brothers or between father and sons, it is no surprise that
only one was required to go to war.?!* Still, one must wonder how individuals such as
Rasa and his four brothers, who together held only 250 aspras of income?*® — mere 6
ducats or so annually — were able to fulfil their military obligations. Only six Christian
timars brought their holders more than 3,000 aspras in yearly revenue.?® It is quite
clear that Serbian nobles in this region must have possessed larger estates and greater
revenues in earlier times, though, regrettably, it is impossible to estimate how great.
It has been calculated, however, that including hasses and timars, one soldier
required, on average, 2,278 aspras?’’ —around 57 ducats annually, or nearly 5 ducats
monthly, equivalent to the wage of the most expensive mercenaries. Such revenues,
however, did not allow for the procurement of luxury goods to any great extent.

Christians mostly held small timars also in the (march) of Isa-bey Ishakovi¢, which
after the conquests of 1455 encompassed the areas of Sjenica and Ras. This krajiste
also included the towns and surroundings of Zvec¢an and Jele¢,?*® which the Ottomans
had occupied as early as 1396.2%° In this area, of 120 timars in total, 32 were held by
54 Christians.??® Here, too, Christians held small timars with less than 1,000 aspras in
annual revenue. The smallest, yielding just 202 ak¢e, was held by Oliver, Aleksije and
Todor.??! The largest, worth 3,166 aspras, was held by a certain Dimitrije.???

A somewhat different picture is observed in the region conquered by the
Ottomans in 1458-1459, where the Smederevo Sanjak was established.??® Its part
was the Vilayet of Brani¢evo, whose detailed register from 14672 recorded 97 timars,
64 of which were held by Christians, excluding those held by members of fortress
garrisons, who numbered 124.2%° In general, even in this area, Christians held small

212 Munow Mauypa, ,,VI OcmaHcku deyganusam®, in: Hacesba u cmaHo8HUWMEo obaacmu
bpaHkosuha 1455. 200uHe, ed. Munow Mauypa, beorpag 2000, 521-522.

213 Oblast Brankovi¢a, 201-206, 297-298, 305; M. Mauypa, ,OcmaHcku peyaganmsam”, 521.

214 Oblast Brankovi¢a, 201-206, 297-298, 305.

215 |bidem, 205.

216 M. Mauypa, ,,VI OcmaHcku dpeyaanmsam”, 521.

217 |bidem, 500.

218 Hazim Sabanovié, Krajiste Isa-bega Ishakovica. Zbirni katastarski popis iz 1455. godine.
Uvod, turski tekst, prevod i komentari, Sarajevo 1964, XLVIII, LVI.

219 Muxauno Ounuh, ,06nact BpaHkosuha®, in: idem, Cpricke 3emroe y cpedrbem gexy, npup.
Cuma hmpkosuh, beorpag 1978, 172-175.
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221 |bidem, 44.

222 |pidem, 33-34.

223 Ema Musbkosuh, ,Mag Cmeaepesa 1 ocHuBarbe CMeepeBcKor caHyaka®, in: 1ad [ecriomosuHe
1459. 200uHe, ed. Momunno Cnpemuh, Beorpag 2011, 292—-293.

224 Momcilo Stojakovi¢, Branicevski tefter. Poimenicni popis pokrajine Branic¢evo iz 1467.
godine, Beograd 1987, 1.
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timars. The largest, yielding 10,138 akce, was held by a certain Vukosav, son of
Radan.??® This corresponded to 235—240 ducats at the then exchange rate of aspras.??’
This was an income no mercenary could earn in a year. Yet there were timars yielding
between 50 and 200 aspras, some of them held by several persons.??® These were
incomes of just over 1 to 5 ducats annually — clearly not commensurate with the
income of a nobleman capable of campaigning adequately. Presumably, these were
rather small hereditary patrimonies of noblemen, similar to chiftliks.??®

The first preserved census of the entire Smederevo Sanjak dates from 1476 and
lists 84 Christian sipahis, of whom 52 had revenues of less than 2,000 akce, and 28 less
than 1,000 akge.?®® On the other hand, this defter records the only known case of a
Christian holding a zeamet — a fief yielding between 20,000 and 100,000 aspras.?3!
This zeamet yielded 15,595 ak¢e and was held by a certain Bajica.?*? This
corresponded to about 346 ducats, for at that time one ducat was worth roughly 45
aspras.?® It is apparent that even the largest Christian-held estate of this period
lagged well behind the estimated income of grand Celnik Radi¢. Among the former
Serbian noblemen in this defter we find Milos BelmuZevi¢, recorded as holding a timar
worth 8,583 akce, encompassing the market town of Jagodina.?** As a distinguished
Serbian noble, he had evidently been granted a somewhat larger timar, yet even his
was nearly half the value of Bajica’s. Greater still was the income of Wallachian prince
Maluga, whose timar brought him 10,246 akce annually.?*> The zeamet with the
greatest annual income in the Smederevo Sanjak — 60,798 akce —was held by Ibrahim-
bey, son of Malko€.23® Only his income could be roughly compared to that we have
estimated for grand celnik Radic.

By way of comparison, it should be mentioned that Stefanica Crnojevi¢, according
to his agreement with Venice in 1451, was to receive an annual commission of 600

226 V1, Stojakovié, Branicevski tefter, 164—169; E. Musbkosuh u A. Kpctuh, bpaHuyeso y XV
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2275, Pamuk, A Monetary History of the Ottoman Empire, 46.
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ducats as captain of Upper Zeta, on the condition that he campaign for two months
at his own expense for the Republic. He also had other sources of income.?’ Yet even
the mentioned 600 ducats was far more than any Christian timariot received in the
former Despotate. Undoubtedly, this is owing to the fact that Stefanica Crnojevi¢ had
become a kind of local lord, but given that he did not rule over a large territory, the
sum of 600 ducats seems by no means insignificant.

To obtain a more complete picture of the earnings of timariots in the latter half
of the 15t century, one should also consult data on the wages of mining labourers
during the same period. Owners of parts of mining pits paid miners from 1 to 5 aspras
per day, depending on the mine and the terrain. The salaries of skilled overseers and
clerks in the mines generally ranged from 4 to 5 aspras per day. Interestingly,
janissaries-infantrymen earned 3-5 aspras daily, while cavalrymen and various
commanders earned more.?*® With a wage of 30 or 40 aspras weekly, they earned at
least 3 ducats per month. This amounted to 36 ducats annually — more than the 1,000
aspras we have seen was the income of most Christian timariots. Clearly, timariots
had a privileged social position, which was not necessarily reflected in the revenues
they enjoyed. It is worth noting that if the prices from the Novo Brdo Legal Code were
taken as valid for the Ottoman period in the 15 century, one could say that they
were adequate in view of the earnings of mining labourers.

Finally, we must mention another source that provides evidence of monetary
indebtedness in the area of the Serbian Despotate during the fourth decade of the
15t century. This is the account book of Ragusan merchant Mihailo Lukarevi¢, who
from 1432 to 1440 recorded his debtors and their guarantors. In total, it lists over
1,200 debtors and guarantors, half of whom were from Novo Brdo, where Lukarevi¢
himself resided, while the others lived in the nearer or farther vicinity of the town.?*®
Lukarevi¢’s debtors were largely men employed in mining, craftsmen, and rural folk.
It is notable that there were numerous small debts, some amounting to as little as 1
Serbian dinar (grosso) or aspra. Debts exceeding the sum of 2 litrae of coinage were
exceedingly rare.?® Rightly, then, it has been observed that for the common man,
money was a great and hard-won thing.?*! It should be noted that during the reign of
Despot Durad Brankovic¢, the indebtedness of the local population to the Ragusans

237 Josephi Valentini, Acta Albaniae Veneta: saeculorum XIV et XV. Prs. 3 Saeculi XV
Scanderbegianam periodum complectens XXI, Miinchen 1975, 46-51, 61-64, 121-127;
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Ucmopujcku 3anucu LXXXVIII, 1-2 (2015) 32-43; WeaH boxkuh, ,3eTa y [ecnotoBuHn”, in:
Ucmopuja LipHe lMNope 11-2, Tutorpag 1970, 224-226.
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emerged as a significant problem. In the summer of 1432, Ragusan merchants learned
that the citizens of Novo Brdo intended to request from the Despot a temporary relief
from repaying their debts. The following year, Despot Durad decreed that debtors
could not be imprisoned, and that their property could only be sold or pledged after
a year had passed. He also ruled that for debtors who lived solely on their earnings,
only a third of their income could be taken. Furthermore, he challenged the practice
of accepting Ragusan oaths alone in disputes over debts, which is why a mixed jury
was formed to adjudicate such matters.?*? The Ragusans succeeded in restoring the
old practice, but in early 1435, the Despot once again introduced the mixed jury.
Additionally, he swiftly decreed that 10 new grossi should be counted as 16 grossi of
debt. To this, the Ragusans protested, arguing that 10 new grossi could not purchase
what 16 old grossu could. They managed to secure the abolition of the jury, as well
as the right to claim debts from both movable and immovable property, though it
remains unknown what became of the exchange rate for the new dinars.?** These
records bear witness to the extent of indebtedness among the population of the
Despotate —at least in a major town such as Novo Brdo. It is impossible to determine
whether this was a consequence of declining living standards or of ever-deeper
involvement in mercantile affairs.

Conclusion

Through an examination of prices and wages in late medieval Serbia, one may
discern certain movements within the economy and society of the time. Firstly, as
elsewhere in Europe, it appears that payments in money gradually gained precedence
over payments in kind. In the Serbian lands, a significant factor in this regard was the
increasing pressure exerted by the Ottomans, which led to the devastation of many
estates, rendering coinage a far more secure source of income. In principle, one might
also argue that in the territories under Serbian rulers during the latter half of the 14t
century, there was an increase in prices and wages — though clear confirmation of
this is lacking. It cannot be determined whether the price of land rose. Houses in
mining centres fetched considerably higher sums than they had in late 13t*-century
Skopje. Still, even these could not compare in prices to the opulent palaces of
Dubrovnik, acquired by Bosnian rulers and the most powerful nobles. Data from
Ottoman defters clearly attest that former Serbian nobles in the Ottoman Empire
could not count on substantial incomes. This likely explains why some of them

242 M. Onnuh, 3a ucmopujy pydapcmea ll, 65-66; M. Cnpemuh, Jecriom bypah bpaHkosuh,
684-685.
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686—-687.
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abandoned Ottoman lands and sought fortune in Hungary, where greater
opportunities for advancement existed.?** By the latter half of the 15t century, wages
for mining labourers in the Ottoman Empire were on a par with those of janissaries.
Thus, it may be said that the status of minor timariots was more privileged in social
terms than in actual disposable wealth.

Unfortunately, due to the lack of sources, almost nothing can be said of the wages
of merchants and craftsmen in medieval Serbia. In principle, one might assume that
craftsmen received wages similar to those in Dubrovnik. It is also noteworthy that at
the time of the Despotate, the Serbian populace became increasingly indebted,
compelling Despot Durad to take certain measures. The question remains whether
this can be taken as evidence of declining living standards due to harsh political
circumstances or whether it was a consequence of deeper integration into the
economic flows of more developed urban centres.

Undoubtedly, this research has not exhausted the question of prices and wages.
New conclusions could likely be reached by taking into account economic
developments across the broader region of the Balkans and the Mediterranean.
Owing to this, social movements in the territory of Serbian lands could be understood
even better.

244 Aleksandar Krsti¢, “Which Realm Will You Opt for?“ — the Serbian Nobility between the
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Mwunow UsaHoBuh

nNPMNOI NO3HABAKY NMPUXOOA U LLEHA
Y CPEAHOBEKOBHOJ CPBEMIU 14. U 15. BEKA

Pesnme

MpoyyaBakse LieHa, Te NpMXoaa PasIuUTUX KaTeropuja CTaHOBHULLITBA Ha NoApYyYjy
cpearoBekoBHe Cpbuje oTexKaHo je ycnes HeaocTaTka M3Bopa. Hepocratak nogartaka
MOJKe Ce Y UI3BECHOM CMUC/TY [LONYHUTM Nogaumma n3 ybpoBadke rpahe u oCMaHCKMX
pedTepa HacTanux y NpBum AeLieHnjama HakoH nponact Cpncke gecnoTtoBuHe. Takohe,
Hamepa OBOr Paja je Aa YKpLTatbeM pasnnumuTnx nHdopmaumja y 13BECHOM CMUCTY
OCBET/M KynoBHY Moh U CTaHAapA, CTaHOBHMLWTBA cpricke gpase y XIV n XV BeKy.

MpBW 3HAYajHMjM NoJALM O LEeHama Ha TNy CPrCKe AprKase NoTUYY U3 NoBesbe
Kpasba MunyTtuHa ns 1299/1300. maHactupy Cs. hopha kog Ckonsba. Y Hoj ce HaBoan
[a je Kpasb Kynuo jeaaH komag, semsbuita y CKonsby 1 ase Kyhe y uctom rpagy. Behu
6poj mopaTaka o LeHama 3emsbuwTa cpehe ce y monucy Mmarba XTETOBCKOr
MaHacT1pa HacTanor Herae nsmehy Hosembpa 1342. n neta 1343. roauHe. MocTojane
Cy BeJ/IMKe pas/ivKe y LieHamMa 3eM/bMLUITA KOje je MaHacTMp CTeKao. Kako Ham Hucy
nosHaTe AMMeH3uje TUX nocena, Hemoryhe je oueHUTU NpoceyHy LeHy oapeheHe
noBpLUMHe 3eM/bULITa. [locpeaHo ce Ty casHaje 3a LeHe Kokba 1 Kobuna, Koje cy bune
y To Bpeme Behe Hero y [lybpoBHUKY. HauenHo ce moxe pehu ga cy ueHe MMoBUHe
npeux aeueHuja XIV seka y Kotopy 6uie 3HaTHO BULLIE HErO Y YHYTPALLHOCTU CPCKe
Aprkase. LleHa kyha 3aBucuna je ymHorome og, Tora ga v cy bune og apseTa uam
KameHa. MNocebHo cy bune BUCOKE LieHe BUHOTPaaa, Koju Cy YMHM ce BUAK joL CKymn/bK
Ha TepuTopuju [lybpoBayke onwTuHe.

YBO3Ha paTHMYKa onpema buna je penaTMBHO ckyna. KomnaeTHa onpema Bpesena
je Kao ocpeatbn Komagm 3emsbuiTa. 3a npey nonosuHy XIV BeKa He pacnonakemo
nogaumnma o NpUxXoAmma CPrcKMx BnactennHa. Moxe ce HaueIHO NPEeTNOCTaBUTK A3
Yy OCBOjeHMM BM3aHTUjCKMM 061acCTMMa OHW HWUCY MMAAW Matbe 3apafe Hero
TaMoLUHbM NPOHMjAPY 33 Koje ce NpeTnocTaB/ba Aa Cy OCTBapMBanu npmxos oz bap
100 po 150 BeHeUMjaHCKMX AyKaTa roamwtbe. NocpeaHo cBefo4aHCTBO O cBe Behoj
KynoBHOj Mohu CcprncKor eIMTHOT c/ioja jecy noaaum o cBe Behem yBo3y NyKCy3HMX
TKaHMHa og nocnerumx geueruja Xl seka. KBanutetHe TkaHuHe cy Bpegene 30 go
50 gykata no komagy. Onert, rpybe ByHEHe TKaHMHE MOr/ie Cy Ce KyMUTU U 3a HeLuTo
Buwe oa 1 aybposaykor AnHapa. Ha noapyyjy JybpoBHMKa HajHUXKe 3apage Mmanum
Cy HafiHMYapu y BUHOrpaay v nosby, no 1 rpow AHEBHO, AOK Cy 3aHATAuMje morae
3apahumBaTtn 1o 5 AHaApa AHEBHO.

loToBO Aa He Tpeba cymhaTh Aa je A0 NopacTa LeHa U y CPMNCKOj ApXKaBK, Kao
apyrae y EBponu, gowno o cpeauHe XIV BeKa ycnea senvke enngemuje Kyre. Tpeba
HaMOMEHYTM Aa CYy Ha LLeHe U NPUXOLe Y CPMCKOj AP*KaBM YTULLAN U CBE jaun Hanaam
OcmaHnuja og nocneamwmnx geueHnja X1V Beka, WTO je 40BOAMNO A0 NMyCTOWEHA
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nocefa W pacesbaBatba CTaHOBHMWTBA. [locTana cy 3aTo 3a MaHacTUpe BaXHWja
AaBakba y HOBLY, Hero apxare nocega. Ca apyre ctpaHe, npse geueHuje XV Beka
npeacTas/bajy 4ob6a BENMKOT yCNOHa pyAapcTBa Yy CPICKOj APrKaBMU.

[ybpoBayknM OOKYMEHTU cBegoye Aa cy ToKom XV BeKa Kyhe y pyaapckum
rpagosMma Kao wro cy Tpenya u CpebpeHunua morne 6UTH jako ckyne. OneT, bune cy
3HaTHO jepTHMje oA nanata y [lybpoBHUKY 1 BeHeuuju. MHOro je marbe nogataka o
LeHamMma 3eM/bMLITA U BUHOrpaga 3a nepuog on cpeamHe XIV go nonosuHe XV
ctoneha. YnHu ce ga je semsbuwTe Ha TepuTopuju nog snawhy Aparawa 6uno
jedTUHMje Hero OoHO Koje je KynoBao XTeToBCKM maHactup. Cyaehu no jegHom
npumepy, BUHOrpaamM Ha TepuTtopmjn bpaHkosuha mornun cy goctuhu BUCOKY LieHy.

LleHe yBO3HOT OpYKja cy Takohe Beoma Bapupasie 3aBUCHO of KBanuTeTa. U3rnepa
[a cy NpoceyHn okonu Bpeaenn 8 aykata. Cabsbe cy nak morne 6UTM BEOMA CKyne,
KaKo yKasyjy ogpehenun nogaun. KBannteTHe TKAHUHE CYy UMAJe CIUYHY LEeHY Kao y
npeTxoAHom pa3nobsby. NMocebHo oHe HametrbeHe Jlasapy BpHakosuhy U HErosoj
HeBecTn bune cy n3y3eTHO CKyne. 3HATHO Cy Nak bue HUXKe LieHe 04eBHMX NpeameTa
npeasuheHe Hoeobpockum 3aKoHuKom ns 1412. roanHe. YnHu ce aa cy oHe 6bune
afeKBaTHe cnpam 3apaja 3anoCneHuX y pyaapcTsay.

MNocpefHUM nyTem moXKe ce NPeTnocTaBuUTh Aa je BENKMU YeNHUK Paguy Tokom
yeTBpTe AeueHuje XV BeKa MOrao mmatu roguniiiuy npuxog og oko 1.500 aykara.
OcmaHcku gedtepun us nepuoga oa 1455. no 1476. ceegoye aa cy xpuwhaHu-cnaxuje
YrN1aBHOM pacnonarajm Beoma mMaamm nNpuxoamma, Koju Cy Ha roavibem HUBOY
6unn nucnog 25 aykata rogmwtbe. Camo cy peTku mehy tbMma 0CTBapmMBanu npuxoae
KOju Cy Ha roauimem HMBoOY bunm npeko 200 aykata. To je oneT 3HAaTHO HUXe 0f,
CyMe KOjoMm je paHuje pacnonarao YesHuK Paauy. Ynpaso je To morao 6utu pasnor
LUTO CY HEKM HEKaZ ALl W CPMCKM BNACTENNHM HanycTuan OCMaHCKO LapcTBo u cpehy
noTpaxmam y Yrapckoj. 3HaTHo Behe npuxoae oA XxpuwhaHCKUX-TUMapHUKa MMao je
n CredaHnuya UpHojeBuh, Koju je Ha npocTopy 3eTe cTeKao CTaTyC JIOKajsHor
rocnogapa. Naarte 3anocneHux y pyaapcTay cy y TO Bpeme bue BULLE HEFO NPUXoam
ofpeheHnx TMMapHMKa, Maaa Cy OHW UMAK YKUBAWU NPUBUAETOBAHU NOOXKA].

KoHauHo, Tpeba nomMeHyTU Aa NOCNOBHA Kkbura aybposaykor Tprosua Muxamna
Jlykapesuha Koju je oa 1432. no 1440. 6enexuno ceoje Ay*KHUKE 1 HUXOBE jeMLe NpyKa
3HayvajHe MHpopmaLmje o 3aayKMBatby Ha Ty Cpricke AecnoToBuHe. Hberosum gyHUUM
6unu cy 3 Hosor bpaa, rae je 1 cam XKMBeo, Kao U 13 BanKe U fa/be OKOIMHE MOMEHYTOT
rpaga. Yodasa ce Aia je y h0j 3a6e/1e3KeHO MHOLLITBO CUTHUX ZIyroBakba, LUTO YKasyje Ha To
[a je 33 06MYHOr YoBEKa HOBAL, B1O BEIMKM M A3 je A0 Hera TeLKo Aonasuno. OgpeheHe
Mepe Koje je aecnot bypalh) npegysrmao Kako 61 3awITUTO AyKHMKe M3 Hosor bpaa
cBeA04e KOIMKO je CTAaHOBHULUTBO Ha TOM NoApYyYdjy 6110 3aayKeHo.

OBUM MCTpaXMBakbeM NUTakbe LeHa M 3apafa Huje ucupnsbeHo. o HoBUX
pesynTtaTa 61 ce BepoBaTHO Morno Aohu yaumarbem y 063Mp NpmMBpeaHUX KpeTarba
Ha wupem npoctopy bankaHa n MegutepaHa.
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