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Milo� B. Ivanovi

THE CHARTER OF MONK DOROTHEUS
FOR THE DREN A MONASTERY � A DIPLOMATICAL ANALYSIS

S u m m a r y

This paper is dedicated to the analysis of the charter of the monk Dorotheus 
from March 1382 for his endowment, the Monastery of Dren a. This document con-
tains elements of the lost charter of Prince Lazar for the Dren a Monastery, as well 
as the con rmation of Patriarch Spiridon. Based on the information from the charter, 
it can be concluded that the monk Dorotheus was a powerful nobleman who owned 
large estates before taking monastic vows. The centre of his patrimonial possessions 
was located in the area of   the Rasina River. It is assumed that he had close ties with 
Prince Lazar. One piece of information from the charter indicates that it is possible 
that he held the title of Despot during his secular life. There have been attempts to 
identify him with some of the noblemen known from other sources. However, there 
is insuf cient evidence to equate the ktetor of Dren a Monastery with Despot Ivani� 
or former Despot, Monk Dorotheus (Great Schema John Calybite) from the mar-
ginal note in one manuscript. A founder�s tomb was found in the Dren a Monastery, 
where Dorotheus was most likely buried. It is usually believed that Dorotheus�son 
Danilo is the same person as Serbian Patriarch Danilo III.

According to Sima irkovi , the charter was preserved as a copy, while 
Aleksandar Mladenovi  believes that it is the original. It is not clear how the docu-
ment ended up in the Monastery of Saint Panteleimon on Mount Athos, where it 

114 . ,     , 27�29.
115 . ,    , 169.
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is still kept today. The entire charter was written by one person, except for a few 
words in lines 46 and 48 that were added later. The charter apparently had a seal 
that has not been preserved. Dorotheus emphasized that he was performing the legal 
act with his son Danilo. The epithets that appear alongside Dorotheus� name in the 
formula intitulatio testify to his distinguished origin and signi cant place on the 
hierarchical ladder. A large part of the charter consists of regulations that govern life 
in the monastery. The ktetor designated his son Danilo to be the  rst hegoumenos 
of the monastery. In addition, he forbade subordination of the monastery to Mount 
Athos or any other church. The formula sanctio has all the elements common in 
Serbian charters of that time. At the end of the document there is a sign with which 
the scribes marked the end of the text, not a monogram as previously interpreted. 
The speci city of Dorotheus� document stems from his high social position and the 
fact that he issued it as a monk. There is a possibility that the patriarchal chancery 
participated in the drafting of this charter.

Keywords: monk Dorotheus, Dren a Monastery, charter, Danilo, diplomatics, 
nobility, patriarch, arenga.


